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This  Land and Resource Management Plan has been developed f o r  the  Humboldt 
National Forest .  For information pertaining to the  development of  t h i s  
plan,  de ta i l s  can be provided by: 

Forest  Supervisor 
Humboldt National Forest  
976 Mountain City Highway 

Elko, NV 89801 

A. Appl icable  Laws and Regulations 

The pr incipal  acts providing d i rec t ion  f o r  developing t h i s  Land and Resource 
Management Plan are: 

1. Mult iple  Use and Sustained Yield Act of  1960 

2. National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 

3. Forest  Rangeland Resources Planning Act (RPA) of 1974 

4. National Forest  Management Act (NFMA) of 1976 

RPA requires  t h e  Forest  Service t o  conduct an assessment or inventory of  t h e  
Nation's renewable resources and develop a program for use of  the  resources. 
The assessment includes the  determination of t he  capabi l i ty  of a l l  National 
Forest  lands t o  provide various goods and services.  It a l s o  includes an 
estimation of  fu tu re  demands for those goods and services.  

B. Public Review and Appeal 

If any p a r t i c u l a r  provision of t h i s  proposed act ion,  o r  t he  appl icat ion 
thereof t o  any person or circumstances, is he ld  i nva l id ,  the remainder of 
t he  proposed ac t ion  and the  application of such provision t o  other  persons 
or circumstances s h a l l  not  be affected thereby. 

The r igh t  t o  request an administrative appeal of the Regional Forester ' s  
decision t o  approve a Forest  Plan i s  contained i n  36 CFR 211.18 which 
describes the  appeal process. Intermediate decisions made during the 
planning process p r i o r  t o  the  approval o r  disapproval decisions are not  
reviewable. 

( d ) ,  

THIS DOCUMENT PRESENTS A MANAGEMENT STRATEGY 
FOR THE NEXT 10 TO 15 YEARS 
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CHAPTER I 
FOREST PLAN INTRODUCTION 

A .  Purpose of t h e  Forest  Plan 

The Foresi, Flar, gujdes a l l  natural  resource management a c t i v i t i e s  and estab- 
l i s h e s  managenbent standards and guidelines f o r  t h e  Humboldt National Forest,. 
I t  describes resource management pract ices ,  l eve l s  of  resource production 
and management, and the a v a j l a h i l j t y  and s u i t a b i l i t y  of lands for  resource 
nanagenient. 

The Forest  Plan erbodiea the  provjsions of t h e  NFMA, t h e  regulat ions,  and 
other guiding docunsents. The prescrjptjons m d  s ta r~dards  and guidel ines  a r e  
a :.1etenent of  We Flap's oanagement direct ion;  however, t he  project, out- 
puts,  s e rv j ces ,  and r a t e s  of implementation a r e  dependent on t he  annual bud- 
geting process. 

B. Relationship of the Forest  Plan t o  Other  Documents 

Development o f  t h e  Forest  Plan takes place w i t h i n  t he  framework of Forest  
Servjce Regional and National planning. The re la t ionship among d i f f e r e n t  
planning levels i s  shown a s  follows: 

Congressional Acts 

National level 
Forest  Service planning through t h e  

Regional Guide f o r  the  Intermountain Region through 
Renewable Resource kssessment and Program (RPA) 

Regional planning level through the 
Regional Guide f o r  the  Intermountain Region 

Forest  level planning through t h e  
Humboldt National Forest  

Lard & Resources Managenlent F l m  

The RFA Program s e t s  t h e  National direct jnn and output l e v e l s  f o r  t h e  
National Forest  system lan6s. Jt i s  based on s u j t a b i l i t y  and couipatability 
information from each Forest  Service Region. 

Each Forest  Service Region d i s t r i b u t e s  its share of  nat ional  production 
t a rge t s  t o  each of i t s  Forests.  The share each National Forest  receives is 
based on detai led infornlation gathered a t  the Forest level.  

The Land and Resource Management Plan val idates  or provides a b a s i s  f o r  
changing production l eve l s  assigned by t h e  Region. Activit ies and pro jec ts  
a r e  planned and implettented by t h e  Forest  t o  carry out t h e  d i r ec t ion  
developed i n  t h e  Forest  Plan. Inforniation froa all  t h e  Wational Forests  i n  
the Region was used i n  developing the  Intermountain Regional Guide. 
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Roadless areas  have been reevaluated i n  t h i s  planning process. A recommen- 
da t ion  for  future management of the  areas  has been made. Congressional 
l e g i s l a t i o n  w i l l  be needed t o  designate  recommended areas a s  wilderness. 
Deta i l s  concerning t h e  roadless  a rea  analysis  a r e  i n  Appendix C of t h e  
Appendix document. 

The Fores t  Plan is t h e  selected a l t e r n a t i v e  of t h e  FEIS and ds based on t h e  
various considerations which have been addressed i n  the  FEIS. The planning 
process and the ana lys i s  procedure which were used i n  developing t h i s  Plan, 
as well as the  o ther  a l t e r n a t i v e s  t h a t  were considered, are described o r  
referenced i n  t h e  FEIS. Ac t iv i t i e s  and pro jec ts  w i l l  b e  t i ed  t o  the  
accompanying FEIS a s  provided fo r  i n  40 CFR 1502.20. The loca l  project  
environmental ana lys i s  w i l l  use t h e  da t a  and evaluations i n  t h e  Plan  and 
FEIS a s  its basis. 

C. Plan Structure  

This plan provides the long term d i r ec t ion  fo r  managing t h e  Humboldt 
National Forest .  It contains  the overa l l  d i rec t ions  and a c t i v i t i e s  which 
w i l l  be required t o  achieve the  desired s ta te  of the Forest .  Management 
a rea  maps indicate where the act ivi t ies  w i l l  occur. 

The Forest  Plan contains  management d i r ec t ion  for  t h e  Humboldt National 
Forest .  The FEIS described t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  considered i n  a r r iv ing  a t  t ha t  
d i r ec t ion  and assessed t h e  environmental e f f ec t s  of  implementing t h e  Plan 
and o ther  a l te rna t ives .  

The Fores t  Plan is organized i n t o  f ive  chapters: 

/! 

Chapter I. Forest  Plan Introduction 
Chapter 11. 
Chapter 111. Plan Responses t o  Issues ,  Concerns, and Opportunities 
Chapter I V .  Fores t  Management Direction 
Chapter V. 

Analysis o f  t h e  Management Si tuat ion 

Implementation of t h e  Forest  Plan 

Details concerning t h e  var ious subsections and pages are found i n  t he  Table 
of  Contents. 

The chapter t i t l e d  "Forest Management Direction" dea ls  with t h e  multiple use 
goa ls  and objectives.  It a l s o  lists the  management p rac t i ces  and standards 
and guidel ines ,  Forest-wide and for management of spec i f i c  areas. The 
"Implementation of t h e  Fores t  Plan" chapter deals with the means t o  
implement the plan and eva lua te  and monitor the effects of management 
prac t ices .  A l l  g lossary and Appendix references can be found i n  the  
separa te  Appendix document. 

Maps displaying various resources  and associated management a c t i v i t i e s  were 
included i n  a map packet enclosed w i t h  t he  d r a f t  Plan. A new Plan map 
r e f l ec t ing  changes made i n  t h e  Preferred Alternative is enclosed. By 
studying the  map concurrently w i t h  t he  Forest  P lan ,  t h e  reader  can b e t t e r  
understand the proposed act ion.  
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D. Fores t  Description 

The Humboldt National Forest  is located i n  Nevada. The g ross  a rea  
administered by the Forest  is 2,680,440 acres. The ne t  National Fores t  
acres w i t h i n  t h e  Administrative Unit are 2,527,929. The Fores t  makes up 3.6 
percent of the  State of  Nevada. The National Forest  lands are located i n  
f ive counties: 

Elko, Humboldt, Lincoln, Nye and White Pine 

The Forest  Supervisor is headquartered i n  Elko, Nevada. There are Ranger 
D i s t r i c t  o f f i ces  i n  Mountain Ci ty ,  E l y  and Winnemucca i n  Nevada and 
i n  Buhl , Idaho. 

The Humboldt National Forest  manages lands located i n  t h e  Independence 
Mountains, Wild Horse Range, the Mahoganies, Copper Mountains, Jarbidge 
Mountains, East Humboldts, Ruby Mountains, Schel l  Creek Division, Ward 
Mountain Division, Snake Division, Mount Moriah Division, Quinn Canyon 
Range, Grant Range, White Pine Division and Santa Rosa Range. 

The idcluding: 
timber, range, w i ld l i f e ,  watershed, developed and dispersed recrea t ion ,  
wilderness and minerals. 

Wells, 

Forest  provides a wide range o f  resources and opportuni t ies  



HUMBOLDT 
NATIONAL 
FOREST 

Vicinity Map 

1-4 



CHAPTER II 
ANALVSIS OF THE MANAGEMENT SITUATION SUMMARY 

A .  INTRODUCTION 

T h i s  chapter describes t h e  present  condition of  each Fores t  resource and the 
environment affected by implementing any of  the a l t e rna t ives .  Future demand 
fo r  Fores t  resources,  t h e  Fores t ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  supply t h a t  demand, and t h e  
expected fu ture  condition of t h e  resources a r e  summarized. Information i n  
t h i s  chapter was drawn primarily from t h e  "Analysis of  t h e  Management 
Situation" (AMs), approved i n  June 1984. I /  

B. PHYSICAL AND BIOLOGICAL SETTING 

The Humboldt National Forest  manages mountain lands located i n  northern and 
eas te rn  Nevada. National Fores t  administered lands are located i n  two major 
geographic areas: 

- The northern port ions of t h e  Mountain City and Jarbidge Ranger Districts 
are located within t h e  Snake River Plains.  

- The southern port ions of t h e  Mountain City and Jarbidge Ranger Distriets, 
and the Ruby Mountains, Ely, and the Santa Rosa Ranger Districts are located 
within the Great Basin. 

The Forest  boundary encompasses 2,680,440 acres of which 2,527,929 are 
National Forest  administered land. The remaining 152,511 acres are owned by 
State and loca l  governments o r  pr iva te  concerns. 

The Forest  i s  divided i n t o  f i v e  Ranger Districts: 

- Mountain City Di s t r i c t :  Headquartered i n  Mountain City,  Nevada. 
Administers the Independence, B u l l  Run and Copper Mountains i n  Elk0 County. 

- Ruby Mountains District: Headquartered i n  Wells, Nevada. Administers 
the East Humboldt and Ruby Mountain Ranges i n  Elko and northern White Pine 
Counties. 

- Jarbidge District: Headquartered i n  Buhl, Idaho. Administers t h e  
Jarbidge Mountains of  E lk0  County. 

- Ely District: Headquartered i n  E l y ,  Nevada. Administers t h e  Schel l  Creek, 
Snake, Ward, and northern port ions of  the  White P i n e  Ranges i n  White P i n e  
County. The Grant Range, southern port ion of the White Pine Range, and 
northern port ion of t h e  %inn Canyon Range are i n  Nye County. The southern 
most extremity of  t h e  %inn Canyon Range is located i n  Lincoln County. 

- Santa Rosa District: Headquartered i n  Winnemcca, Nevada. Administers 
the Santa Rosa Range i n  Humboldt County. 

1/ The AMs is ava i lab le  fo r  review a t  the Forest  Supervisor 's  Office. 
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C. ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL SETTING 

ZONE OF INFL UENCE 

The Humboldt National Forest  primary zone of influence i s  t h e  communities 
and counties i n  northern and eas te rn  Nevada within and adjacent t o  the 
Forest  t h a t  are d i r e c t l y  influenced by Forest  pol ic ies  and decisions.  It 
includes f ive  count ies  i n  Nevada: Elko, Humboldt, Lincoln, Nye and White 
Pine. 

Although most of Nevada's population res ides  i n  urban areas  (85% i n  1980), 
the population i n  t h e  primary zone o f  influence remains predominantly ru ra l  
with only 37 percent  l iv ing  i n  urban areas .  The counties a r e  la rge  and 
sparsely populated. A s  of 1980, 47,650 people lived within the primary zone 
of influence which covers 64,500 square miles of land. Population i s  
expected t o  increase  by 2 percent p e r  year from 1980 t o  2000. Personal 
income i s  projected t o  increase by 4.6 percent per year between 1979 and 
2000; a s i g n i f i c a n t l y  higher increase than projected for  t h e  nat ion a s  a 
whole. 

The major source of t h e  zone's economy is services  (including gambling and 
tourism), government, and t rade.  Mining and ag r i cu l tu re ,  although 
secondary, continue t o  contr ibute  s ign i f icant ly  t o  l o c a l  and s t a t e  
economies. I n  1978 the zone produced 41 percent of the S ta t e ' s  t o t a l  
agr icu l tura l  market value; 64 percent of t h i s  value was l ivestock 
production. Project ions ind ica te  t h a t  the s t ruc ture  of the l o c a l  economies 
w i l l  remain s t a b l e  over t h e  period 1980 t o  2000. 

TABLE 11-1--Economic Indica tors ,  Past  Trends, and Baseline Projections 
f o r  Primary Zone of Influence (1978 do l l a r s )  

............................................................................ 
Pas t  Trends Baseline ......................... ------------------ 1 

1967 1970 1977 1979 1985 1990 1995 ............................................................................ 
Population ( M  Persons)3/ 37.6 38.4 40.2 43.5 52.7 58.4 64.1 

Income (MM$)1/ 201.7 237.4 278.8 33.0 470.8 598.8 730.3 

Employment ( M  Persons) l /  22.2 21.9 22.7 24.6 28.0 30.2 31.0 

Payments under 25% (Fund 
i n  l i e u  of taxes)  (M$)2/ NA NA NA 87.8 85.7 100.0 120.0 ............................................................................ 

1/ Source: Bureau of  Economic Analys is ,  Regional Economic Information 
System . 
2/ Source: Department of I n t e r i o r  (Figures a re  calculated from a l l  Federal 
land i n  the count ies . )  
3/ Source: F i s c a l  and Accounting Management, Intermountain Region, Forest  
Service. 
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The secondary zone of influence is t h a t  a rea  which is ind i r ec t ly  impacted 
by Forest  policy and decisions. This a rea  includes counties i n  southern 
Idaho and western Utah which a r e  affected by the Forest ' s  decis ions on 
l ivestock grazing. The zone a l so  includes a l a rge r  a rea  of Nevada, 
d i f f i c u l t  t o  define,  because of the  many recrea t iona l  opportuni t ies  which 
a t t r a c t  v i s i t o r s  from a l l  over Nevada. 

D. RESOURCE ELEMENTS 

1. PECREA TIOE 

In 1983, tbe  Forest  recorded 579,000 recrea t ion  v i s i t o r  days, desp i te  being 
a considerable distance from any major population center. Reno t o  the  west, 
Las Vegas, t o  the south, and S a l t  Lake Ci ty ,  t o  the  east a l l  have major 
recreat ion dest inat ion areas closer than the Humboldt National Forest .  The 
recreat ional  opportunity spectrum (ROS) is highly divers i f ied and includes 
camping, picnicking, driving for  pleasure,  he l icopter  ski ing,  cross-country 
ski ing,  snowmobiling, hiking, hunting and f i s h i n g .  

a. v t i o n  - Public 

Presently,  there  a r e  26 developed camping and picnic  s i t e s  on the  Forest .  
Dis t r ibut ion of the developed recreat ion f a c i l i t i e s  by Ranger District is 
shown i n  Table 11-2. 

TABLE 11-2: Developed Recreational F a c i l i t i e s  

Ranger District Campground Picnic Scenic/Interpretive 

Mountain C i t y  2 0 0 

Ruby Mountains 3 2 1 

Jarbidge 4 0 0 

E l Y  8 5 4 

Santa Rosa 1 1 9- 

.................................................................... 

TOTAL 18 8 5 

Most of the  use of developed f a c i l i t i e s  occurs during t h e  summer months and 
f a l l  hunting season. Total recreat ion capacity on these developed s i t e s  is 
3,075 persons-at-one-time (PAOTs) .  Presently 16 of the 26 sites are 
designated a s  fee areas. In  1981, re turns  t o  the Treasury from these s i t e s  
was $18,416. 

In t e re s t  population 
boom and the prol i ferat ion of the automobile and improved highways. Most of 
the  Fores t ' s  campgrounds were rehabi l i ta ted  and expanded during the  1960's 

i n  recreational a c t i v i t i e s  grew a f t e r  the  World War I1 

11-3 



as a r e s u l t  of t h i s  increased use. In  the twenty years since then, many 
sites have de ter iora ted  substant ia l ly .  Deter iorat ion includes loss of 
vegetation, compaction and loss of t opso i l ,  development of t r a i l s ,  exposure 
of t r e e  roo t s ,  and streambank breakdown. These impacts, along wi th  
vandalism, degrade the appearance of the  picnic  a reas  and campgrounds. 

In  recent  years ,  construct ion and r ehab i l i t a t ion  of recreat ional  f a c i l i t i e s  
has declined because Forest  Service budgets have been reduced and some human 
resource programs have been eliminated. The outlook fo r  the next several  
years is f o r  no new construction of recrea t iona l  f a c i l i t i e s .  Current 
f inding allows l i t t le  more than minimal operation and maintenance. 

I n  the future ,  more intensive recreat ional  use w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  fur ther  
overcrowding, addi t iona l  s i t e  de te r iora t ion ,  g rea t e r  wear on f a c i l i t i e s ,  and 
increasing s o c i a l  problems such a s  vandalism. Eventually some campgrounds 
w i l l  be closed f o r  heal th  and safe ty  reasons while heavily used areas w i l l  
be operated over a shor t e r  season. This reduction i n  services  w i l l  occur 
j u s t  a s  demand fo r  use of the  s i t e s  is increasing,  due t o  overal l  statewide 
population growth coupled with increased mineral and power developments i n  
the area. Demand for developed recreat ion s i t e s  is expected t o  exceed 
supply by the decade 1990 - 2000. 

b . & I M - & m r i v a t a  

Developed recreation-private includes group organization camps, o u t f i t t e r  
guides,  recreat ion residences and other recrea t iona l  opportunities provided 
by pr iva te  en te rp r i se  under spec ia l  use permits from the  Forest  Service. 
Peak use was 18,000 recrea t ion  v i s i t o r  days (RVDs)  i n  1970 and i n  1980 a 
t o t a l  of  15,500 RVDs  was measured a t  these sites. 

Most ex is t ing  developed s i t e s  a r e  operating a t  a reduced service management 
l eve l .  Only minor maintenance and r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  e f f o r t s  a r e  being 
conducted. 

Summer home use on the Forest  w i l l  remain a t  a fixed l e v e l  f o r  the immediate 
fu ture .  No new homesites w i l l  be established and no addi t ional  permits w i l l  
be issued. I f  a s k i  a rea  is established on the Fores t ,  t h e  proportion of 
pr iva t e  sector  recrea t ion  would increase,  bu t  t o t a l  recreat ional  use would 
r i s e  only s l i g h t l y .  

Since 1970, use of pr iva t e  recreat ion s i t e s  has fluctuated grea t ly  b u t  is 
expected t o  remain s t a b l e  or  increase s l i g h t l y  i n  the  next few years and 
then remain r e l a t i v e l y  fixed. 

c.  DisDerse "UOn 

Dispersed recreat ion is recreat ional  use away from developed sites. 
Opportunities f o r  dispersed recreation on the Humboldt National Forest  
include: h ik ing ,  backpacking, picnicking, camping, gathering fo re s t  
products, d r i v i n g  f o r  pleasure,  f i sh ing ,  hunt ing ,  boating, mountain 
climbing, swimming, horseback r i d i n g ,  general  l e i s u r e  and sightseeing. 
Winter dispersed recrea t ion  includes cross-country and helicopter s k i i n g ,  
snowmobiling, snow-shoeing, i ce  f i s h i n g ,  and snow play. 
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Actual dispersed use and i ts  impacts a r e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  measure and manage. 
I n  1980 the reported dispersed recreat ional  use  of the  Forest  was 347,000 
recreat ional  v i s i t o r  days. Vehicle use,  including four-wheel dr ives  and 
snowmobiles, emphasis on hunting and f i s h i n g ,  and the  more common pur su i t s  
such as hiking,  horseback r id ing ,  gathering pinenuts, e tc . ,  have a l l  
increased i n  proportion with the population growth. The Wheeler Peak and 
Ruby Mountain Scenic Areas serve a s  a magnet t o  bring outside people i n t o  
the area. 

Dispersed recreat ion areas receive intense use on weekends and holidays,  
with a reas  near water being the most popular. Some groups of Forest  u s e r s  
compete fo r  use of recreat ional  a reas ,  such as h ike r s  and motorbikers, 
snowmobilers and cross-country skiers, and off-road vehicle users  and 
hunters. 

Currently, management of dispersed recrea t ion  is being conducted a t  a 
l e s s  than standard leve l .  Maintenance and pa t ro l l i ng  of most dispersed sites 
is done i n  conjunction with other f i e l d  a c t i v i t i e s .  Only a minimum amount 
of t r a i l  maintenance work occurs on the Forest  annually. Monitoring 
a c t i v i t i e s  t o  ensure compliance with ex is t ing  off-road vehicle plans are 
minimal. 

The capacity of the Forest  fo r  dispersed recrea t ion  was calculated by using 
the recreat ional  opportunity spectrum (ROS). The number of acres  i n  each 
ROS c l a s s  was converted t o  recreat ion v i s i t o r  days (RVDs). 

TABLE 11-3: Current Capacity f o r  Dispersed Recreation 
Humboldt National Forest  

Acres RVD/Acre 
ROS Class Available Conversion Factor (MIRVD Capaclty 

Primitive 111,344 0.45 50 

Semi-primitive 
Non-Motorized 909 , 948 1.05 955 

Motorized 1,089,716 2.40 2,615 

.................................................................. 

Semi-primitive 

Roaded Natural 

Rural 

TOTAL 

416,762 6 .OO 

159 6 .OO 
_I_--- 

2 , 527 , 429 

2,500 

1 - 
6,121 

In  t h e  future, demand f o r  a l l  types of dispersed recreat ion w i l l  increase.  
Total dispersed use is projected t o  increase t o  450,000 recreat ional  v i s i t o r  
days by t h e  year 2030. It is not  ant ic ipated t h a t  the demand f o r  dispersed 
recreat ion w i l l  exceed the supply within the  planning period. We expect 
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current  pa t t e rns  of use t o  continue unless  the economy changes d ra s t i ca l ly  
or c e r t a i n  technical  conditions change unexpectedly. 

Total dispersed recrea t iona l  use w i l l  continue t o  increase annually at  a 
higher r a t e  than fo r  developed recreat ion.  

The increasing loss of w i l d l i f e  and f i s h  habi ta t  on lands of other 
ownerships w i l l  increase the State-wide importance of the Forest 's  f i s h  and 
game. T h i s  w i l l  cause a rise i n  hunter and fisherman use which is 
disproport ionate  t o  the overa l l  r i s e  i n  t o t a l  dispersed recreation. 

Resource damage and use c o n f l i c t s  on dispersed area s i t e s  a r e  expected t o  
increase i n  the  future.  An increased use of dispersed recreat ional  areas 
f o r  overflow camping and g r e a t e r  crowding i n  these a reas  w i l l  increase user 
d i s sa t i s f ac t ion .  The qua l i ty  of the  recreat ion experience w i l l  decline.  
Greatest  impacts w i l l  be fe l t  i n  a reas  adjacent t o  water. 

Mineral development w i l l  add miles t o  the  Forest  road system. Some of the 
roads w i l l  remain open f o r  public use and t r ave l  on the new roads w i l l  
increase through time. Impromptu parking along the roads i n  absence of 
t ra i lhead  f a c i l i t i e s  w i l l  c r ea t e  resource problems. Off-road use and 
inadequately designed roads w i l l  impact the  soil and water resource. 

Opportunities f o r  improving the dispersed recreat ion experience and reducing 
c o n f l i c t s  between user groups include: 

- Developing a program fo r  t r a i lhead  construction. 

- Encouraging use at remote sites and discouraging use of heavily used 
sites. 

- Providing adequate san i t a t ion  fo r  both summer and winter recreat ion.  

- Developing a program for managing t h e  anticipated dispersed and 
overflow camping areas.  

There a r e  994 miles of inventoried trails on the Forest .  Five miles of 
t r a i l  have been constructed on the Fores t  s ince 1977. Most t r a i l  use is i n  
t h e  summer, but  winter use i s  increasing. 

Most of  t h e  t r a i l  system has de te r iora ted  badly due t o  the lack of 
maintenance. Many of the  t r a i l s  a r e  now almost nonexistent and i n  some 
cases present hazards t o  the users .  Maintenance e f f o r t s  a r e  directed a t  
correct ing these hazards but  a r e  seldom enough t o  permanently cor rec t  the  
problem. Conf l ic t s  between types of t r a i l  users  w i l l  increase i n  number and 
in t ens i ty .  The a b i l i t y  of the trail  system t o  serve t h e  public w i l l  decl ine 
while demand continues t o  increase. 

I n  1979, two trails on the Forest  were established a s  National Recreation 
Tra i l s  (NRT) under the National T r a i l s  System Act. The Ruby Crest NRT on 
the  Ruby Mountain D i s t r i c t  is 40 miles long; the  Wheeler Peak NRT on the Ely 
D i s t r i c t  is 10 miles long. 
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Under the Forest t r ave l  management program, ce r t a in  sens i t ive  and erosive 
areas  and t r a i l s  a r e  closed t o  motorized off-road vehicles (ORV) or u s e  is 
res t r ic ted .  b u t  most trails 
were not designed fo r  use by motor vehicles.  Use of  motor vehicles is 
prohibited i n  the Jarbidge Wilderness Area. 

The t r a i l  system on the Humboldt National Forest  could be improved by 
constructing new t r a i l s  o r  expanding the capacity of the ex is t ing  trails. 
The quality of t ra i l -users '  experience could be improved by providing better 
t ra i lhead f a c i l i t i e s ,  b e t t e r  maintenance, trail s igns,  t r a i l  information, 
and interpret ive f a c i l i t i e s .  

Ninety percent of the Forest  is open t o  O R V s ,  

e. U i c  an d - . & s & & - & ~ W n r s & e ~  

1. Lehman Caves - This National Mounument, located on the  Snake Division, 
is administered by the  National Park Service where tours a r e  taken d a i l y  
through one of the l a rges t  limestone solut ion caves i n  the west. The Fores t  
Service and the  Park Service j o i n t l y  operate a v i s i to r ' s  cen ter  i n  
conjunction with the National Monument. 

2. Wheeler Peak Scenic Area - T h i s  28,000 acre  scenic area contains  
exceptional aes the t ic ,  botanical and geological a t t r i b u t e s .  It r i s e s  i n  
elevation t o  13,063 f e e t  making it the highest  point wholly within Nevada. 
There a re  two in te rpre t ive  nature t r a i l s  within the scenic area.  The scenic 
area a l so  contains large continuous stands of bris t lecone p ine ,  considered 
t o  be the oldest  l i v ing  thing i n  the world, some approaching 5,000 years of 
age. 

3. Mountain Scenic Area - This 40,000 acre  scenic a rea  extends along 
the c r e s t  of the Ruby Mountains and is characterized by towering peaks and 
beaut i fu l ,  c rys t a l  c l e a r  a lp ine  lakes.  Lamoille Canyon is included within 
the scenic area and provides spectacular views of the rugged mountain peaks 
and glaciated canyons. 

4. Jarbidge Wilderness - Currently Nevada's only wilderness a rea ,  
offers rugged, glaciated mountain t e r r a i n  wi th  125 miles of trails. I n  
addition to  its exceptional 
air quali ty.  The area has been designated a s  a National Recognized Class I 
airshed by the Clean A i r  Act. 

Ruby 

wilderness qua l i t i e s  the area is known fo r  its 

The Humboldt National Forest  is characterized by outstanding scenery wi th  
ce r t a in  areas spec i f ica l ly  preserved for  enjoyment by Forest  users. The 
Forest 's  excel lent  visual  range of ten  exceed 200 miles during the  long 
recreation season. Elsewhere v isua l  quali ty on the Forest  has been a l t e r e d  
by road bu i ld ing ,  mining, and vegetative manipulation a c t i v i t i e s .  A Visual 
Management Program is now used i n  a l l  resource management p ro jec t s  t o  
maintain and enhance t h e  v isua l  resource. 

Demands for  and concerns about scenic qual i ty  a re  increasing. Visual 
quali ty for  Forest  lands viewed from recreat ion s i t e s  and major travelways 
w i l l  become increasingly important. Visual resource management techniques 
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w i l l  continue t o  be applied t o  a l l  projects  i n  the Puture, w i t h  spec i f i c  
emphasis on those a reas  iden t i f i ed  by the Forest  Plan a s  high i n  scenic 
qual i ty  or  recrea t ion  v i s i t o r  use. 

g. LxmXaue9nllrPes 

Currently the Forest  has recorded 625 archaeological s i t e s .  It is estimated 
tha t  there  may be another 57,000 s i t e s  not ye t  inventoried on the Forest .  
Cul tural  resource surveys have been conducted on 20,559 acres.  A t  t h i s  time 
there a r e  no sites on the  National Register. Maps of recorded s i t e s  a r e  on 
f i l e  Nevada. 
Currently, t echnica l  exper t i se  i s  obtained through the shared services  of 
t h e  archaeologist  on the  Toiyabe National Forest. 

Preh is tor ic  c u l t u r a l  resources i n  the Great Basin a r e  important because they 
allow us t o  reconstruct  the l i f e s t y l e s  of the  Desert Culture which 
flourished f o r  over 10,000 years  under harsh and extreme conditions. Li thic  
scatter, rock a r t ,  seasonal and permanent base camps provide information on 
ancient peoples. His tor ic  resources on the Forest  contain an important and 
in t e re s t ing  s to ry  of  Nevada’s ear ly  days including mining towns, 
t ransportat ion routes  and ea r ly  exploration and sett lement s i t e s .  

The Forest  completed a d r a f t  Cul tural  Resources Overview i n  1983 a s  p a r t  of 
the Forest  Planning process. Work is being targeted fo r  completion of a 
Forest-wide inventory of c u l t u r a l  resources. If current management 
d i rec t ion  for c u l t u r a l  resources is followed, the Forest  w i l l  continue t o  
meet requirements of h i s t o r i c  preservation laws, b u t  only minimally. 

The Forest  has no program fo r  in te rpre t ing  c u l t u r a l  resources, except for  
the Mysterious Rock A r t  T r a i l  on the Ely Ranger Di s t r i c t .  A plan needs t o  
be developed f o r  the  in t e rp re t a t ion ,  protection, and maintenance of  known 
s ign i f i can t  s i t e s .  

a t  the Toiyabe National Forest  Supervisor’s Office i n  Sparks, 

’ 1, 2. si€@” 
7’ 

Currently,  t h e  64,667 ac re  Jarbidge Wilderness i s  the only designated 
wilderness on t h e  Forest  and i n  t h e  S ta te  of Nevada. T h i s  Federal Class I 
airshed requires  t h e  nation’s highest  a i r  quali ty protection. The Roadless 
Area Review and Evaluation (RARE 11) conducted i n  1578-79 recommended tha t  
four Forest  roadless  a reas  be recommended fo r  wilderness, while three  areas 
were recommended f o r  fu r the r  study. The acres and names a r e  shown below: 

Jarbidge 
Ruby Mountains 
G r a n t  
&inn 

28,000 
64,519 
58,904 
&mi 

TOTAL 280 1039 
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Mount Moriah 
Wheeler Peak 
Hlghland Ridge 

97 ,205 
61,869 
ELdlu 

TOTAL 235,091 

The RARE I1 decision was challenged by t h e  S t a t e  of Cal i fornia .  The legal 
challenge resulted i n  a Ninth Ci rcu i t  Court of  Appeals decis ion tha t  t h e  
RARE I1 Environmental Statement was inadequate. On February 1 ,  1983, the 
U.S. Department o f  Agriculture,  a f t e r  evaluat ing t h e  cour t  decis ion,  decided 
tha t  a l l  roadless a reas ,  both those recommended fo r  wi lderness  and 
nonwilderness, would be  subject  t o  reevaluat ion through the  Fores t  Plan 
process. From t h i s  reevaluation, wilderness a l loca t ions  w i l l  be proposed i n  
various a l t e rna t ives  of t h e  Forest  F ina l  Environmental Impact Statement. 

During t h e  public involvement phase of the reevaluat ion,  modification o f  
roadless areas  was proposed when ongoing or completed a c t i v i t i e s  had 
eliminated wilderness cha rac t e r i s t i c s  within an area. This resul ted i n  f i v e  
areas being dropped because of  extensive mining a c t i v i t y  or because they 
were too small t o  be considered f o r  wilderness. Boundary modifications were 
made i n  other cases. These adjustments have resulted i n  49 areas containing 
approximately 1,691,271 acres remaining i n  the roadless  category. This 
represents  63 percent of t h e  Humboldt National Forest .  

Refer t o  Table 11-15 of  t he  FEIS fo r  a list of  t he  roadless  a reas  t h e  
Humboldt National Forest  evaluated during t h e  planning process. 

If wilderness l eg i s l a t ion  for Nevada is passed, t h e  Forest  P l a n  w i l l  
incorporate the  l e g i s l a t i v e  d i rec t ion .  

The ex is t ing  Jarbidge Wilderness is located i n  the northern p a r t  of  Nevada 
near t h e  Idaho-Nevada S ta t e  l ine .  V i s i t o r  use i n  the Jarbidge Wilderness 
has been r e l a t ive ly  l i g h t  i n  the past .  Use has increased from 4,700 RVDs i n  
1970 t o  12,600 RVDs i n  1980. The capacity of  t he  wilderness a rea  has n o t  
been determined. The Jarbidge Wilderness Management Plan completed i n  1983 
lays  the  groundwork for determining the  capaci ty  of t h e  area, as well as 
necessary management t o  improve t h e  recrea t iona l  experiences of t h e  
wilderness users. A copy of t h e  Wilderness Management Plan is included 
within t h e  planning process records on f i l e  a t  t h e  Forest  Supervisor 's  
Office. 

Under the cur ren t  management l eve l  i t  is assumed t h a t  wilderness acreage 
w i l l  remain constant through 1985. After 1985 it is expected o ther  areas on 
the  Forest ,  including some adminis t ra t ively endorsed wilderness areas, w i l l  
be added t o  the National Wilderness System. Demand for wilderness w i l l  
gradually increase and t h e  present rate of  u se  w i l l  double by t h e  year  2010. 
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3 .  PILDL IFE AND FISH 

The Humboldt National Forest  provides h a b i t a t  fo r  over 325 species of f i s h  
and wi ld l i f e ,  predominantly b i r d s  (210 species)  and mammals (78 species).  
Twenty-five a r e  designated gamebirds ( t h i s  includes waterfowl) and f ive  are 
b i g  game species.  

Over h a l f  of  the  mule deer taken by hunters i n  Nevada each year are 
harvested on t h i s  Forest .  Other big game found i n  huntable numbers a r e  e lk ,  
Rocky Mountain bighorn sheep, antelope, mountain goa t ,  and mountain l ion .  
Elk and bighorn sheep have been reintroduced t o  portions of t h e i r  former 
range. Desert bighorn sheep native t o  the Grant Range e x i s t  on or  near the  
northern most extent  of t h e i r  range. Many v a r i e t i e s  of upland gamebirds aad 
waterfowl inhabi t  the Forest. Trout and re la ted  species form the  f i s h e r i e s  
on t h e  Forest .  

Two endangered species,  the bald eagle and peregrine falcon a r e  winter 
v i s i t o r s  t o  the Forest .  No c r i t i c a l  or essen t i a l  habi ta t s  have been 
designated f o r  these two species on t h e  Forest .  The Forest  is present ly  
involved i n  a cooperative e f f o r t  with other  Federal agencies t o  r ees t ab l i sh  
peregrine falcons i n  eastern Nevada. 

The Lahontan cu t throa t  t rou t ,  a threatened species  has been ident i f ied i n  41 
streams. The Forest  continues t o  cooperate w i t h  the U.S. F i s h  and Wildlife 
Service,  Bureau of Land Management, and Nevada Department of W i l d l i f e  t o  
accomplish ac t ions  ident i f ied i n  the approved Lahontan cu t throa t  t r o u t  
Recovery Plan. Twenty-three p lan t  species and f i v e  f i s h  species,  previously 
mentioned, a r e  c lass i f ied  a s  "sensit ive" by the  Regional Forester. 

a .  I 

National Forest  Management Act regulat ions have directed the National Forest  
t o  i d e n t i f y  management indicator species.  One purpose o f  t h i s  designation 
is t o  manage for  t h e  needs of one species  t h a t  is representat ive of a given 
hab i t a t  s i t u a t i o n  and thereby manage fo r  t h e  hab i t a t  needs of numerous other  
species. h a b i t a t  
requirements of  species tha t  need spec ia l  protection. Threatened, 
endangered and sens i t ive  species ,  economically or soc ia l ly  important 
species ,  species  tha t  have spec ia l  hab i t a t  needs, and other species  are 
considered fo r  t h i s  designation. 

C r i t e r i a  Used t o  Se lec t  Management Indicator  Species: 

(1)  

(2) The species is re l a t ive ly  easy t o  monitor; they have high v i s i b i l i t y  
and adequate numbers. 

(3 )  

(4) 
vegetative type .  

(5 )  
t o  the condition and trend of vegetative types .  

A second purpose of t h i s  designation is t o  recognize the  

They a r e  an economically and soc ia l ly  important species. 

The species is found i n  a l l  a reas  of t h e  Forest .  

They a r e  somewhat representative of a l l  wi ld l i f e  species which use the  

The species  is sens i t ive  t o  changes i n  h a b i t a t  and a c t s  a s  a barometer 
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(6)  Specific vegetative types provide key hab i t a t  for the  spec ie s  during 
i ts  l i f e  cycle. 

Table 11-5 provides t h e  vegetative type i n  which the selected management 
indicator  species  occur. 

TABLE 11-5 
Selected Management Indicator  Species f o r  

t he  Humboldt National Forest  

Species Vegetation Type 
----------..__-___I-_-.~.-~--------~~--~_-----------~-------~-------~---_ 

Mule deer 
Sage grouse 
Goshawk 

A l l  vegetative types  
Sagebrush-grass, r i p a r i a n  
Old growth cottonwood, aspen 

and fir s tands  associated 
with r i p a r i a n  areas 

Trout Riparian 

Table 11-6 provides the  d i f f e r e n t  population levels for MIS on t h e  
The t r o u t  information within t h e  t a b l e  includes Lahontan cu t th roa t  t r o u t .  

Forest .  

TABLE 11-6 
Various Population Levels for MIS on the  

Humboldt National Fores t  

Population Levels 
----------------_---_______________II__^-~-------- 

Species Minimum Viable Current Maximum Po ten t i a l  

Mule deer 11,247 63,000 88,200 
Sage Grouse 3 900 36,300 40,000 
Goshawk 500 Pa i r s  500 Pa i r s  1,000 P a i r s  
Trout 2,470 Pounds 45,900 Pounds 125,000 Pounds 

As can be seen i n  the above t a b l e  the  current and minimum viab le  population 
levels are the  same for goshawk. The Nevada Department of Wildl i fe  be l ieves  
tha t  current levels equal minimum v iab le  populations for goshawks. 

b*  ~~~&~~~ 

Ten vegetative communities used by terrestrial wi ld l i f e  species  extend from 
the  s a l t  desert shrub t o  a lpine areas. These vegetative communities are 
used e i t h e r  s ing ly  or i n  combination depending upon the  needs of each 
species. 

Diversity of vegetation is general ly  good with b e t t e r  d i v e r s i t y  for w i l d l i f e  
i n  t he  northern ha l f  of the Fores t  compared t o  the  southern ha l f .  
Representative d i v e r s i t j e s  a r e  as follows: northern ha l f  w i t h  36 percent 
grass, southern h a l f  with 20 percent  
grass, 6 percent forb and 74 percent shrub. Plant  d ive r s i ty  on t h e  southern 

14 percent forb and 50 percent shrub; 
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half  is not expected t o  change s ign i f i can t ly  under current  management; 
however, d ive r s i ty  on t h e  northern ha l f  needs t o  be maintained w i t h  a 
vegetative manipulation program t o  prevent la rge  catastrophic f i r e s  or long 
term encroachment of  any s i n g l e  spec ies  such a s  sagebrush. 

0. S h - t e B g e € l c E Y S b ~  

The Forest  is cooperating w i t h  t h e  Nevada Department of Wildlife i n  
achjeving t h e  Department's goa ls  and object ives  fo r  the selected management 
indicator  species .  Their broad goals  and objectives a r e  t o  maintain or 
improve hab i t a t s  for  a l l  w i l d l i f e  species. The Department is current ly  i n  a 
planning process t h a t  somewhat p a r a l l e l s  t h e  Forest ' s .  Their plan has been 
incorporated i n t o  the Fores t  Plan. 

The current  user days generated by the  wi ld l i f e  and f i s h  resource is 171,042 
days per year. Since Nevada has a controlled system of b i g  game hunting, i t  
is d i f f i c u l t  t o  project user days i n  t o  t h e  future.  During the  past  four 
years the user  days have increased about 20,000 annually. This trend is 
expected t o  continue through 1990 then l eve l  of f .  

e. t 

The Forest  has a small budget for  wi ld l i f e  and f i s h  habi ta t  improvements 
and annually accomplishes about 600 acres  of  w i l d l i f e  habi ta t  improvement 
and s ix  w i l d l i f e  and/or f i s h  h a b i t a t  improvement s t ruc tures .  This t rend  is 
expected t o  continue i f  funding remains consis tent  with present leve ls .  

i 

The Humboldt National Fores t  ranks first i n  t h e  Intermountain Region and 
s i x t h  i n  the nat ion i n  producing forage f o r  l ivestock. 

The Forest ' s  199 grazing a l lo tments  encompass 1,322,610 acres  (53 percent of 
the Forest)  of s u i t a b l e  range f o r  l ivestock and provide about 310,000 animal 
u n i t  months (AUMs) yearly. 

Grazing management is shared  between the  Forest  Service and t h e  grazing 
permittees. The Forest  issues grazing permits t ha t  specify the type and 
number of l ivestock and the season of  use. Allotment Management Plans 
out l ine  and 
Annual Operating Plans o u t l i n e  annual d i rec t ion .  Allotments a r e  inspected 
by t h e  Forest  Service f o r  use ,  condition, and compliance with grazing 
permits, the Allotment Management Plan, and the Annual Operating Plan. The 
permittee is responsible f o r  managing h i s  l ivestock and for maintaining 
improvements on the  Forest  a l lotment .  

Livestock operations a r e  l a r g e l y  dependent on Federal range t o  graze c a t t l e  
and sheep on t h e  Humboldt National Forest .  There are 18 permittees grazing 
59,089 sheep f o r  an average o f  3,300 sheep per operation. Another 181 
permittees graze 53,688 head of  c a t t l e  fo r  an average of 270 head per 
operation. Most of  t h e  grazing is summer use. 

the  use and development of each allotment on a long-term bas i s  
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Range conditions of the  su i tab le  range is a s  follows: 

217,747 
615,150 
499,713 

16 
47 
37 

Good 
Fair 
Poor 

The trend for good condition ranges is generally s t a t i c  while the trend i s  
usually upward on f a i r  and poor condition ranges. 

Current  management d i r ec t ion  f o r  t h e  range resource is to develop upward 
trends where the range is i n  less than good ecological condition and t o  
maintain a s t a t i c  trend for good condition range. Also, emphasis is placed 
on obtaining management on each allotment as prescribed i n  the  Allotment 
Management Plan t o  coordinate forage production with other  multiple use 
values. T h i s  includes proper l ivestock ro ta t ion  from u n i t  t o  u n i t  on 
schedule and obtaining proper use of the forage resource. Emphasis is a l s o  
placed so 
t ha t  e f f ec t ive  management systems can be continued. 

Allotment Management Plans have been approved and implemented on 90 percent 
of  the 199 grazing allotments a t  t h i s  time. All of  the allotments on the 
Forest w i l l  have approved plans by 1988. There may be some downward 
adjustments i n  stocking leve ls  on some of the  allotments which do not  y e t  
have approved plans. 

Range improvements t o  da te  include the reseeding of 72,328 acres of formerly 
depleted rangeland, construction of 1,500 miles of fence f o r  cont ro l l ing  
l ivestock,  and i n s t a l l a t i o n  of 1,300 water developments and 139 miles of 
pipel ines  t o  car ry  water t o  formerly dry  range areas .  These improvements 
a l s o  provide forage and water fo r  big game animals. 

Through t h e  use of Range Betterment Funds, the Forest  w i l l  continue t o  t r e a t  
approximately 2,000 acres  of vegetation annually. Management fences and 
water developments w i l l  be ins ta l led  t o  continue rangeland improvements. 

Five wi ld  horse t e r r i t o r i e s  have been designated on the  Forest .  A j o i n t  
Forest  Service/BLM Management Plan has been approved for the  Monte Cr is to  
w i l d  horse t e r r i t o r y .  Management plans have a l s o  been completed on the 
Murphy Wash and Cherry Springs t e r r i t o r i e s ;  plans a r e  scheduled for 
completion by 1986 on the &inn and M t .  Moriah t e r r i t o r i e s .  The horses w i l l  
be managed under t h e  Wild Horse and Burro Act (PL92-195) of December 15, 

on the proper maintenance of range fences and water developments 

1971 
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Monte Cr i s to  1977 
Quinn 1986 
M t .  Moriah 1988 
Murphy Wash 1978 
Cherry Spring 1977 

130 
10 
0 
0 

38 

72-96 head 
0 
0 
0 

42-68 head 

There have been no s igh t ings  of horses  s ince 1977 on the  W t .  Moriah or 
Murphy Wash t e r r i t o r i e s .  Surveys on t h e  Quinn t e r r i t o r y  indicated an 
estimated 10 horses  inhabi t  t h e  area. 

Range condi t ions on most of t he  wi ld  horse t e r r i t o r i e s  have improved s ince  
management and con t ro l  were in i t i a t ed .  The Monte Cr is to  t e r r i t o r y  has n o t  
improved due t o  t h e  number of horses  t h a t  occupy the area. 

There is a na t iona l  demand for w i l d  horses mostly from t h e  scenic  and 
h i s t o r i c a l  aspect .  However, most people recognize t h e  need t o  keep w i l d  
horse numbers within the limits prescribed by t h e  management plan.  

Noxious weeds known t o  grow on the  Fores t  a r e  hoary cress (whitetop) 
(- ’ &&), l e a f y  spurge (- -1, Canada t h i s t l e  (Cirsium 
-1, musk th i s t l e  ( B r d u u s  $.heormerL), Scotch th i s t le  (- e, and dalmatian toadflax (Linariad-1. A l l  of these 
noxious weeds pose a real threat  t o  t h e  productivity of t h e  land. 

The Fores t  treats approximately 20-100 acres of noxious weeds per year,  
mostly along roadsides.  Many ranchers  i n  cooperation wi th  t he i r  respec t ive  
count ies  t reat  noxious weeds on p r i v a t e  lands. However, there are se r ious  
problems i n  many areas adjacent  t o  the  Forest  boundary where p r iva t e  land 
owners may not  be aware of t h e  th rea t  or may not  be f inanc ia l ly  able t o  
treat  large acreages. 

The Fores t  supports  the A.P.H.I.S. predator control  program including making 
recommendations t o  A.P.H.I.S. for each allotment a s  t o  the  need for cont ro l ,  
methods t o  be used, and spec ia l  precaut ions needed. The Fores t  Service 
evaluates  the environmental effects of the predator cont ro l  program. The 
cur ren t  cont ro l  program has consisted of trapping and shooting of coyotes 
from aircraft during the winter.  Aerial shooting is used i n  COnjUnCtiOn 
with summer trapping i n  areas where l ivestock losses  t o  predat ion are 
extremely high and summer cont ro l  a lone has not been effective. Control 
efforts are d j r ec t ed  t o  problem a r e a s  as outlined i n  the Annual Operating 
Plan prepared by the  Fores t  and A.P.H.I.S. I n  areas  where mountain l i o n s  
are the target spec ies  con t ro l  e f f o r t s  are directed a t  the offending animal. 
Losses of l ives tock  t o  predators  va r i e s  from year t o  year. 
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Demand for  c a t t l e  grazing w i l l  remain high and exceed avai lable  supply. 
Demand for  sheep grazing may decl ine further but  over t h e  long term should 
s t a b i l i z e  and may eventually increase.  

The 1963 timber inventory i d e n t i f i e d  approximately 1,003,350 acres of 
woodland cover type on the Forest  outs ide the Jarbidge Wilderness and the  
Wheeler Peak Scenic Area. T h i s  acreage included roughly 29,100 acres of 
productive Engelmann spruce, subalpine fir, and limber pine located i n  
isolated stands a t  higher e levat ions,  and almost 530,250 acres  of pinyon- 
juniper considered to  be poten t ia l ly  manageable fo r  the production of a 
variety of miscellaneous fo re s t  products. The remaining forested a rea ,  
about 444,000 acres ,  was comprised of noncommercial stands of Engelmann 
spruce, subalpine f i r ,  and limber pine, and pinyon-juniper areas which a t  
the time were considered t o  have l i t t l e  i f  any poten t ia l  for t h e  production 
of fo re s t  produots. Because of l imited access, low product ivi ty ,  the  
scat tered and isolated locat ion of the  s tands,  and the absence of mill ing 
and processing f a c i l i t i e s  i n  the a rea ,  a l l  timber on the Forest  is classed 
a s  unsuitable for indus t r ia l  wood production. 

The publ ic 's  consumptive use of wood products from the Humboldt National 
Forest  is generally miscellaneous fo re s t  products consisting of fuelwood, 
Christmas t r e e s ,  pinenuts, post  and poles. Demand i n  fuelwood, i n  
comparison t o  other wood products has seen the l a rges t  increase i n  recent  
years. Demand is grea te r  than supply i n  some areas.  However, it is 
estimated t h a t  only a small percentage of the  Forest 's  po ten t ia l  sustained 
y i e l d  pinyon-juniper fuelwood capacity is current ly  being u t i l i zed .  About 
4,000 cords of fuelwood are harvested annually from July through October. 
Approximately 600 posts are c u t  from juniper  stands on the Forest  each year 
generally fo r  loca l  use by ranchers. A s l i g h t  r i s i n g  demand trend is 
forecast .  

Approximately 2,000 Christmas t r e e s  a r e  harvested annually dur ing  November 
and December wi th  pinyon pine t h e  dominant species  harvested. The l imi t ed  
timber stand improvement program re leases  Christmas trees for harvest  l a t e r .  

The supply of pinenuts depends on the pinyon-pine cone drop which can vary 
from a few thousand pounds t o  a bumper crop of 100,000 pounds o r  more per 
year. Bumper crops usually occur every 3-5 years. Commercial demand fo r  
t h i s  product exceeds supply despi te  production l eve l s  achieved. 

Demand f o r  t h e  Forest 's  products is good, however, a better inventory of the  
pinyon-juniper type is needed. 

Although public use of miscellaneous wood products should increase i n  t h e  
future ,  t h i s  expected use w i l l  be moderated by the increasing c o s t s  
associated with acquiring these products. 

The Humboldt National Forest  manages mountain watersheds t o  produce clean 
water while providing fo r  the production of woodland products, r ec rea t ion ,  
grazing, and wildl i fe .  
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The Forest  has three municipal watersheds: Wesk Ward supplying the town of 
Ruth; Duck Creek supplying the town of McGill; and Bear Creek supplying the 
town of  Jarbidge. Bear Creek watershed is closed t o  grazing, camping and 
o f f  road vehicle use. for  
flood protect ion for  t h e  town of  E l y  and it is closed t o  grazing and o f f  
road vehicle  use. 

The Forest  y ie lds  approximately 1.4 mil l ion  acre-feet  of water. Yield 
varies wi th  annual prec ip i ta t ion  and is dependent on the annual snowpack. 
Spring snowmelt contr ibutes  the majority of  runoff volume. 

Murray Canyon is managed a s  a spec ia l  watershed 

Opportunities for water yield augmentation on a large sca l e  a r e  extremely 
limited. Vegetative manipulations i n  sagebrush-grass types may produce 
small, local ized e f f ec t s ;  however, these would probably be undetectable 
downstream. 

The present  demand f o r  water exceeds the avai lable  supply. Part of the 
imbalance between supply and demand is due t o  the timing of runoff. The 
demand fo r  s torage and transmission f a c i l i t i e s  t o  b e t t e r  use spring runoff 
w i l l  increase.  

Most of  the  water from the Forest  meets or  exceeds s t a t e  water qual i ty  
standards and is su i t ab le  for i r r i g a t i o n  and stockwatering. Sediment 
production is an ident i f ied  but  unquantified problem i n  many drainages. 

It is Forest  Service policy t o  f i l e ,  i n  the name of t h e  United S ta tes ,  for  
a l l  water r i g h t s  needed t o  support the proper use and management of National 
Forest  administered lands,  and t o  quantify and secure instream flow needs 
(maintenance of s t a b l e  stream channels and f i s h e r i e s  hab i t a t )  fo r  National 
Forest  purposes based on the  Organic Act and Multiple Act purposes. The 
Forest  has and w i l l  maintain an ac t ive  program i n  quantifying 
and filing f o r  the necessary water r igh ts .  Much of t h e  water produced by 
the Forest  is used fo r  downstream i r r iga t ion .  Water r i g h t s  of others 
developed on Forest  land and used downstream a r e  recognized and respected. 
Water r i g h t s  and federa l  water use w i l l  continue t o  be controversial .  The 
schedule of adjudications and t h e  f i l ing backlog w i l l  t ake  several  years t o  
complete. 

Riparian a reas  and wetlands make up a small percentage (less than one 
percent) of  the  Humboldt's t o t a l  acreage. The relative value of these small 
sca t te red  r i p a r i a n  a reas  far exceeds t h a t  of  the  surrounding lands. Better 
management has resul ted i n  maintained o r  improved r ipa r i an  condition i n  many 
areas.  However, approximately, 25 percent of these areas  remain i n  poor 
condition. Public demand f o r  be t t e r  management of r ipa r i an  a reas  becomes 
more apparent each year. 

ident i fying,  

/ 

7. MINERALS 

a .  btwal Land S u i t a b u  

(1) 

The Humboldt National Forest  is almost en t i r e ly  open t o  mineral entry and 
leasing. The following tab le  lists the r e s t r i c t i o n s .  
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TABLE 11-9 
Lands Open and Withdrawn t o  Mineral Act iv i t ies  on 

Humboldt National Forest  

Wilderness 
Areas With- Total Lands 

D i s t r i c t  Acreage from Mining Mining and Leasing 
Total Withdrawn drawn from Open t o  Mining 

--------------------______________^_____-----~-~--~--------------~------- 

Mountain C i t y  479,215 1,715 -- 477,500 

Ruby Mountains 361,233 1,289 -- 359,944 

Jarbidge 240,159 1,352 64,667 174,140 

Ely 1,178,829 1,613 -- 1,177,216 

Santa Rosa 268,493 200 -- 26 8,293 
-_I_------ ------ ------ --------- 

TOTAL 2,527 , 929 6,169 64,667 2,457,093 

From the f igures  presented i n  Table 11-9 there  are 70,836 acres  on the 
Forest  withdrawn from mineral entry.  This  leaves 2,457,093 acres  o r  97.2 
percent of the Forest open t o  mineral entry.  Reserved and outstanding 
mineral r i gh t s  on the Humboldt National Forest  t o t a l  30,325 acres  o r  1.2 
percent of the  Forest. 

Only 243 acres  are  lega l ly  withdrawn from mineral leasing,  leaving 2,527,686 
acres  or  99.9 percent of  the Forest  open t o  mineral leasing. 

(2) capabilitv 

The Forest  Service does not determine which areas  a r e  capable of mineral o r  
energy production. Capability is determined by indus t ry  which responds t o  
t rends i n  the market place. Present technology and economics preclude 
extract ion of some known mineral deposits.  Mineral uses and needs a r e  
determined by new or  exis t ing technologies and by demand based on the  need 
f o r  ce r t a in  minerals w i t h i n  the market place. The d i f f i c u l t y  i n  predict ing 
where new mineral deposi ts  may be found leads t o  the conclusion t h a t  areas 
capable of mineral or  energy exploration and development may someday include 
the e n t i r e  Forest. 

(3) A%uauLw 

For locatable  minerals, lands open t o  mineral entry have not  been 
r e s t r i c t ed .  I n  most areas protect ive s t i pu la t ions  are added t o  operating 
plans t o  provide fo r  environmental protection. 
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O i l  and gas leasing on the Fores t  has been addressed i n  environmental 
assessments and special  s t i pu la t ions  a r e  added t o  l ea ses  t o  protect surface 
resouroes. I n  recent years congress has prohibited t h e  expenditure of funds 
t o  process and issue mineral l e a s e s  and cer ta in  permits within RARE S I  a reas  
recommended for Wilderness designation, a l located t o  fu r the r  planning or 
congressionally designated a s  Wilderness Study Areas. 

Development 
i n  the Application f o r  Permit t o  D r i l l  (APD) t o  protect  t h e  resources. 

of o i l  and gas may be f u r t h e r  r e s t r i c t e d  by l imi ta t ions  s ta ted  

b. Current Management Direction 

The policy of the Forest is t o  in t eg ra t e  the development of mineral 
resources w i t h  the  use and conservation of other Forest  resources. 

The Mining Law of 1872 consolidated earlier laws and establ ished t h e  r i g h t s  
of c i t i z e n s  t o  explore, claim, and mine cer ta in  minerals wherever they a r e  
found on publ ic  domain lands, including those within t h e  National Forest  
System unless closed by withdrawal. The minerals covered by t h i s  law a r e  
cal led loca tab le  minerals. Congress removed c e r t a i n  minerals from t h e  
jur i sd ic t ion  of the  1872 law and made them leasable  minerals under the 
Mineral Leasing Act of 1920, the  1947 Mineral Leasing Act f o r  Aoquired Lands 
and the  1955 Multiple Surface Use Act. The Materials Act of 1947 and the  
1955 Mining Act gave the Forest Service the  authori ty  t o  sell  cer ta in  common 
minerals (sand, gravel,  and s imi la r  mater ia ls)  ca l led  "saleable minerals". 

All minerals owned by the United S t a t e s  available f o r  exploration and 
development a r e  subject t o  disposal  under one of these three  categories - 
locatables ,  l easables ,  or saleables.  

For loca t ab le  minerals, any person proposing t o  conduct operations t h a t  
might s i g n i f i c a n t l y  d i s t u r b  a surface resource must f i l e  a Notice of In ten t  
w i t h  the  District Ranger. 

Permits, l i censes ,  or leases  f o r  leasable  minerals ( o i l ,  gas, coal,  
geothermal, phosphate) a re  issued by the  Department of the  In te r ior .  The 
Forest has an opportunity t o  perform environmental analysis ,  recommend 
act ion,  list s t ipu la t ions ,  and propose requirements f o r  rehabi l i ta t ion .  On 
acquired lands,  the Forest Servioe has  authori ty  t o  deny permits, l icenses ,  
and leases .  

Saleable minerals  are managed by the  Forest  Service. 
use of these mater ia l s  i n  accordance with Forest Service policy. 

Reclamation of disturbed areas  i n  t h e  case of locatable  minerals is mandated 
by 36 CFR 228.8.f. & g. plan is t o  be included as a part of 
the operator 's  plan of operations, what is t o  be done 
t o  reclaim the  a rea  of disturbance. Both the operating plan and reclamation 
plan a r e  developed through discussion and negotiation between the operator 
and the f o r e s t  Service in order t o  minimize the impact t o  surface resources. 

P e r m i t s  are issued for 

A reclamation 
s t a t i n g  spec i f i ca l ly  
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The Forest Service District personnel have been increasing their knowledge 
of reclamation p o s s i b i l i t i e s  and procedures. Forest  Service reclamation 
spec ia l i s t s  from the Regional Office i n  Ogden, Utah and from the Forest  
Service Intermountain Research Stat ion provide technical  ass i s tance  t o  
Di s t r i c t  personnel regarding reclamation. 

Each reclamation plan must be spec i f ica l ly  designed for proposed operation 
and the surface resources which a r e  impacted. Bonding for reclamation 
performance i s  then computed t o  cover t h e  cos ts  necessary t o  accomplish the  
work detai led i n  the reclamation plan. Bonding d o l l a r  amounts are 
determined by quotes from loca l  " d i r t  contractors", c o s t s  derived from 
Forest Service cos t  estimating guides and cos t s  experience based on recent  
reclamation projects .  

Section 228.8, "Requirements for Environmental Protection" uses  t o  terms; 
"to minimize adverse environmental impacts," "where feasible," "take a l l  
pract icable  measures" and "where practicable." Regional and National Forest  
Service policy/guidance indicates  t ha t  reclamation requirements must be 
"reasonable" and should be commensurate w i t h  the degree of impact on the  
surface resources. 

Reclamation plans for leasable  and salable  commodities should be included as 
a par t  of the  permit  for those categories.  

C. !&went S i t u a a  

Two major mines a r e  current ly  operating on the  Forest ,  the  Jerritt Canyon 
and Taylor mines, producing approximately $103 mill ion per year i n  gold and 
silver, based on 1981 pr ices  for these commodities. Brtensive exploration 
ac t iv i ty  is occurring for locatable minerals w i t h  t h e  primary targets being 
gold, s i l v e r ,  molybdenum, b a r i t e ,  tungsten and copper. There were 
approximately 125 mining and exploration operations on t h e  Forest  during 
1982. Major a reas  of i n t e r e s t  a r e  the Mountain Ci ty  and Ely  Ranger 
Dis t r ic t s .  

Table 11-10 lists ac t ive  mines presently i n  production on the  Humboldt 
National Forest .  
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Jerritt Canyon Gold 

Taylor Si lver  

Treasure H i l l  S i lver  

Diamond J i m  S i lver  

St. Elmo Gold 

Blue Jacket Siver 

Duzer Creek Gold 

Freeport Minerals Co. Annual 
production of 200,000 oz. A t  1981 
average of $458.90 oz, t h i s  comes 
t o  $91,780,000/year. 

Si lver  K i n g  Mine, Inc. - Annual 
production 1,000,000 OB. A t  1981 
average of  $1 1 .OO/oz, this comes 
t o  $ll,000,000/year. 

Unknown/open p i t  - heap leach. 

Unknown/open p i t  - underground m i l l  
ore with lead. 

Unknown/underground - m i l l  ore. 

Unknowdopen p i t  and underground 
on F.S. and patented - m i l l  ore. 

Unknown - Placer gold/one man. 

Other small operations produce some gold, s i l v e r ,  and barite. 

By 1987, it is estimated t h a t  these mines w i l l  produce approximately $151.5 
million per year i n  gold and s i lve r .  It i s  a l s o  l ike ly  tha t  a t  l e a s t  one 
more large operation w i l l  open within the next f i ve  years and several  small 
producers. T h i s  estimate is based on present exploration a c t i v i t i e s  and 
developments. 

There a re  approximately 20,000 mining claims on the Humboldt National Forest  
f o r  a t o t a l  of approximately 421,000 acres. This amounts t o  17 percent of 
the  Humboldt National Forest .  Table 11-11 summarizes the  mining claims on 
the Humbolt National Forest. 
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TABLE 11-11 
Mining Claims on the Humboldt National Forest 

Ranger Di s t r i c t  Number of Claims 

Mountain C i t y  
Jarbidge 
Ruby Mountains 
Santa Rosa 
Ely 

10,282 
36 9 
56 4 
587 

LaQ 
TOTAL 20.032 

Leasables 

Presently, oil and gas a c t i v i t i e s  on t h e  Humboldt National Forest  cons is t  of 
various types of geophysical surveys, such as seismic surveys. Geothermal 
exploration a c t i v i t i e s  are limited t o  nonsurface disturbing geophysical 
surveys. 

There a r e  304,159 acres  of National Forest  currently under o i l  and gas 
leases,  and 3,331 acres  leased for geothermal resources. A t o t a l  of 307,500 
acres o r  12 percent of t he  Forest a r e  leased wi th  an annual rental f ee  o f  
$1.00 per acre, paid t o  the U.S. Treasury. Many more acres  a r e  pending 
issue for  various reasons. Approximately 50 lease appl icat ions were 
processed d u r i n g  1982. 

Most of the Forest is c lass i f ied  a s  "Lands Valuable for Oil and Gas" except 
the extreme tops of the Snake and Grant Ranges, t h e  Ruby Mountains, East 
Humboldt and Santa Rosa Ranges and p a r t  of the  Mountain C i t y  District. 

Geothermal leases (3,331 acres) have been issued i n  the  Ruby Valley Known 
Geothermal Resource Area (KGRA) . Geothermal exploration a c t i v i t y  w i l l  
increase b u t  not t o  such a g rea t  extent t o  cause major impacts on time and 
personnel. The Mountain C i t y  District north of Wildhorse has lands 
classi f ied a s  "Prospectively Valuable f o r  Geothermal Resources". A smaller 
area a t  the north end of the Schell  d iv is ion  is also c la s s i f i ed  as 
"Prospectively Valuable f o r  Geothermal Resources". 

No other areas are c lass i f ied  as valuable f o r  other leasable resources such 
a s  coal, potassium or su l fur .  

Extensive deposits of sand/gravel and building stone e x i s t  on t h e  Forest. 
Demand f o r  common variety minerals produced on t h e  Forest  is low. Most 
ranches, towns and government e n t i t i e s  i n  c lose proximity t o  t h e  Forest  have 
the i r  own p i t s  o r  quarries.  The Forest Service is usually the l a rges t  user  
of gravel materials for  road maintenance. An on-going and used rock quarry 
ex is t  on the eas t  s ide  of  the Moriah Division i n  the Hendrys and Hampton 
Creek areas which is privately operated. 
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- . .  d. meted Future Condition ca tab les 

Growth i n  a c t i v i t i e s  re la ted  t o  mineral and energy during the pas t  f i ve  
years has been a t  the  r a t e  of approximately 20 percent per year. 
Exploration a c t i v i t y  f o r  hard rock minerals such a s  gold, silver and b a r i t e  
is expected t o  continue t o  increase,  but  a t  a more moderate r a t e ,  perhaps 5- 
10 percent  per year.  As mineral exploration companies evaluate targets on 
Fores t  lands during t h e  next 5-10 years ,  the number of operating plans 
should peak and then l eve l  o f f  a s  t a rge t s  a r e  re jected.  

The output  i n  d o l l a r  value from mines is estimated t o  be 115 mil l ion for  
19811. Production is extrapolated i n  mil l ions of 1983 do l l a r s  a s  follows: 

These f igu res  reflect the  probable production assuming no new mines open. 
However, it is l i k e l y  new mines w i l l  open over the  years a s  more t a r g e t s  a r e  
explored. There is no direct re turn  t o  the treasury from hard rock mining. 
The inc rease  i n  local economies and taxes ,  both loca l  and income taxes,  does 
provide a sizeable r e t u r n  t o  government e n t i t i e s .  

Exploration a c t i v i t y  tends t o  concentrate around the  old mining d i s t r i c t s .  
New t h e o r i e s  of o r e  -deposit ion are leading t o  exploration, development and 
production activit ies i n  a reas  which were formerly considered t o  have low 
po ten t i a l .  Mineral po ten t ia l  on the  Humboldt National Forest  is: 25 
percent of the Fores t  is i n  areas  with demonstrated economic mineral 
production and favorable geologic indicators ;  55 percent of the  Forest  
includes a r e a s  with known mineralization, possibly some production and 
favorable geologic indicators ;  20 percent of the  Forest  i s  i n  areas  t h a t  
have no known production and few or  no favorable geologic indicators .  
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Especially s ign i f icant  exploration a reas  are:  

Area Exploration Target 
--------------------_______________^____---------------------------- 

Mountain C i t y  D i s t r i c t :  
Independence Range gold, ba r i t e  
Wildhorse Reservoir--north gold,  silber, copper, molybednum 

tungsten, uranium 

Ely Dis t r ic t :  
White Pine Range 

&inn Canyon Range 

gold, s i lver ,  molybdenum, 
tungsten 

molybdenum, tungsten, copper, 
gold,  s i l v e r  

Schell  Creek Range gold, si lver 

Snake Range beryllium, tungsten, s i l ve r  

Ruby Mountain District: 
Ruby Mountains gold,  s i l v e r  

Maps showing the mining d i s t r i c t  mineral occurrences, mining claim 
d is t r ibu t ion ,  act ive mines and mineral po ten t ia l  a r e  avai lable  i n  Humboldt 
National Forest  planning process f i les .  

Demand is l i k e l y  t o  exceed t h e  supply of minerals i n  the f'uture. 

e. - Leas- 

Over the next few years we w i l l  see an increase i n  leases  and pe rmi t s  
associated w i t h  o i l  and gas exploration a c t i v i t y  as indus t ry  expands t h e i r  
exploration e f f o r t s  i n t o  Nevada. 

Recent discoveries i n  northern and eastern Nevada a r e  generating renewed 
i n t e r e s t  i n  the Great Basin. This a c t i v i t y  should continue for a t  l e a s t  ten 
years while Nevada is being evaluated. 

Based on present knowledge and concepts of o i l  and gas  formation and 
entrapment, few wells w i l l  l i k e l y  be d r i l l e d  on the Forest. There are no 
areas with high poten t ia l  for o i l  and gas accumulation, due t o  the 
mountainous, s t ruc tura l ly  complex and faulted nature of the  ranges which 
comprise fo re s t  lands.  It is still possible,  though, t ha t  new concepts and 
exploration methods w i l l  enable operators t o  find o i l  and gas i n  these 
mountain ranges. 

The Mountain C i t y  D i s t r i c t  could become a major t a rge t  for geothermal 
exploration since it lies within an a rea  of very high regional heat flow and 
i s  on the trend of the  Midas TrenchlBattle Mountain High. This trend 
extends from near Reno, northeast  t o  the  Yellowstone a rea .  There are 
several  hot spr ings  within t h e  Mountain C i t y  D i s t r i c t .  The trend a l s o  
extends through Jarbidge District. 
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Demand f o r  energy resources is l ike ly  t o  continue and possibly increase. 

Demand for geothermal resources may increase during t h e  next f i ve  years for 
power generation. Power generation appl icat ions w i l l  probably not become a 
dominant geothermal use fo r  10-15 years. 

E. SUPPORT ELEMENTS 

1.  PR OTECTION 

a. EJX 

The Humboldt's f i r e  management program is a coordinated interagency e f fo r t  
involving Federal and S t a t e  agencies. The ove ra l l  Forest  object ives  a re  t o  
immediately respond t o  and suppress a l l  w i l d f i r e s  i n  a timely manner. The 
only exception t o  t h i s  pol icy is the occasional lightning-caused Pire i n  
high e leva t ion]  rocky a reas  where safety considerat ions preclude aggressive 
d i r e c t  a t tack .  I n  these cases  survei l lance has been the  appropriate action. 
The Forest  has no approved f i r e  management a reas .  From 1970 t o  1979 an 
average of 19 f i r e s  occurred annually; 27 percent of which were human 
caused. The human caused f i r e s  accounted fo r  73 percent  of t h e  3,925 acres 
burned annually. Although the  annual burned acreage has been high, resource 
damage has been low. 

A cooperative agreement w i t h  the  Nevada Division of Forestry (NDF) covers 
i n i t i a l  a t tack  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  on the Mountain Ci ty ,  Ruby Mountain and 
Jarbidge Ranger Districts. An agreement between t h e  BLM and Ely Dis t r ic t  
provides for assuming a t t ack  respons ib l i t i es  on c e r t a i n  lands normally 
administered by the o ther  agency. A s imi la r  agreement e x i s t s  between the 
BLM and Santa Rosa D i s t r i c t .  

The Forest  does not  have any f i r e  lookouts f o r  de t ec t ion  purposes. Most of 
the Forest  is v i s i b l e  from surrounding pr iva te  land. Occasionally ae r i a l  
f l i g h t s  a r e  used following severe l ightning a c t i v i t y .  Fuels  management is 
not  a major concern on t h e  Forest ,  due t o  the lack of heavy fuels. 
Prescribed burning i s  conducted for  benef i t s  t o  range and wi ld l i f e .  

Human caused f i r e s  can be expected t o  increase as recrea t ion  v i s i t o r  use 
increases ,  although long-lasting negative e f f e c t s  are n o t  expected. 
Periodic la rge  fast-moving f i r e s  w i l l  probably increase unless  prevention 
e f f o r t s  a r e  strenghtened. 

The Humboldt National Forest  manages the  Jarbidge Wilderness a s  a Class I 
airshed. T h i s  area has some of the l e a s t  impaired a i r  qua l i t y  i n  the 
nation. The Fores t ' s  a i r  resource management objec t ives  for t h i s  wilderness 
a rea  include: 

(1) Affirmatively pro tec t  the  Class I a i r  qua l i ty  re la ted  values (AQRV) t o  
include v i s i b i l i t y  and e f f e c t s  from atmospheric deposi t ion.  
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(2) Review and respond t o  Prevention of Signi f icant  Deterioration (PSD) a i r  
qual i ty  permit  proposals affect ing the a rea  t o  prevent or mitigate  
deter iorat ion of the a i r  resource. 

(3)  Comply wi th  Federal and State  a i r  qua l i ty  regulations.  

(4) Determine the  A Q R ' s ,  i d e n t i f y  s ens i t i ve  receptors ,  and determine l i m i t s  
of acceptable change i n  the Jarbidge Wilderness. 

(5) Monitor sens i t ive  a i r  resource receptors  
the Clean A i r  and Wilderness Acts a r e  met. 

(6) Cooperate w i t h  Federal, s t a t e ,  and loca l  a i r  qual i ty  reulatory 
agencies. 

(7) Determine adverse impacts t o  Class I airsheds.  

t o  assure tha t  t h e  i n t e n t s  of 

The remaining lands of the Forest a r e  managed a s  Class I1 a i rsheds ,  as 
designated by the Clean A i r  Act of 1977. A i r  resource management object ives  
fo r  these areas  are: 

(1) Conduct resource management a c t i v i t i e s  t o  comply with Federal, S t a t e ,  
and local  a i r  qual i ty  regulations.  

(2 )  Maintain and, where cos t  e f f ec t ive ,  improve the a i r  qual i ty .  

( 3 )  Consider a i r  qual i ty  standards i n  a l l  resource management a c t i v i t i e s .  

(4) Monitor e f f e c t s  on a i r  qual i ty  from fo res t  and range management 
a c t i v i t i e s ,  including smoke management. 

(5) Include Interagency Smoke Management guidelines (NFES No. 12789) when 
developing prescribed f i r e  projects .  

(6) Ensure t h a t  Forest  cooperators and contractors  comply w i t h  established 
a i r  quali ty regulations.  

c . Jpaect,. a!&- P L s m a c  
Forest  pests  have a d i r e c t  and s i g n i f i c a n t  impact on Forest  resources. 
Areas par t icu lar ly  affected include recreat ion s i t e s ,  timber s tands,  and 
rangelands. The pr incipal  i n sec t s  and diseases  affect ing the Forest  a r e  
grasshoppers, Mormon c r i cke t s ,  black g ras s  bugs, rangeland c a t e r p i l l a r ,  
Douglas-fir tussock moth, f i r  engraver b e e t l e ,  pinyon needle sca l e ,  dwarf 
mist le toes ,  root  r o t s ,  and pests of pinyon seeds. 

The Forest has numerous developed public use areas  such a s  campgrounds and 
picnic areas. Tree hazard reduction programs a r e  u t i l i zed  t o  safeguard the 
public and protect  the natural  resources a t  these sites. 
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Infes ta t ions  of grasshoppers and Mormon c r i cke t s ,  although cyc l ic  i n  
nature,  can cause devastation t o  localized rangelands. I n  some cases 50 
percent of the  annual forage production can be consumed thus reducing 
ava i lab le  forage f o r  l ivestock and w i l d l i f e .  The control  of grasshoppers 
and Mormon c r i c k e t s  is the respons ib i l i ty  of Animal Plant  Health Inspection 
Service (APHIS). 

Since the Forest  does not have a su i tab le  timber base, pes t  control  w i l l  
general ly  be confined t o  developed recreat ion s i t e s ,  rodent control i n  
meadows and grasshopper cont ro l  i n  cooperation with APHIS. 

d .  L~ULEL$Q~CSIBX& 
The Forest  Service is responsible f o r  enforcing Federal  laws and regulations 
on t h e  National Forest .  This respons ib i l i ty  cannot be delegated t o  other 
agencies or  l o c a l  law enforcement e n t i t i e s .  The Forest  maintains a law 
enforcement program t h a t  encourages public compliance with laws and 
regulat ions through signing, personal contacts  and t h e  media; and provides 
fo r  protect ion and safety of Forest  users  through cooperative agreements 
with Elko and White Pine Counties. 

The Fores t ' s  major areas  of  concern i n  law enforcement a c t i v i t y  a r e  man- 
caused f i r e s ,  vandalism, t h e f t  of government property and forest products, 
off road vehicle v io la t ions ,  t respass ,  t h e f t  of oampground fees  and alcohol 
and drug r e l a t ed  problems associated w i t h  large group gatherings.  

Property cases involving t h e f t  and vandalism a t  government f a c i l i t i e s  are 
due i n  p a r t  t o  remoteness and easy access. It is ant ic ipated t h a t  these 
types of  inc idents  and other  law enforcement problems w i l l  increase wi th  the 
growth of the general  population. 

2. €an!& 

a-  _orj.nmU 

When the Humboldt National Forest  was established there  were considerable 
acreages of lands i n  other ownership w i t h i n  the Forest  boundary. This was 
mostly a s  homestead and mining pa ten ts ,  and checkerboard rai l road grants .  
Land ownership adjustment a c t i v i t y  has been moderate i n  the past  because of 
uncertain funding f o r  purchase and lack of exchange funding. 

me exis t ing  
National Forest  u n i t s  w i t h  emphasis on acquiring lands i n  those areas where 
present National Forest  lands cons t i tu te  an appreciable proportion of the 
area;  and through exchanges t o  d ispose  of  t r a c t s  c l a s s i f i e d  as su i t ab le  f o r  
exchange purposes. Such land usually include i so l a t ed  t r a c t s ,  detached 
parcels ,  except those 
which include spec ia l  public values. 

Land ownership adjustments f o r  pr iva te  and government agencies a r e  
t o  increase I n  the immediate future .  

i 

general. policy is t o  consolidate National Fo res t  lands within 

or projected narrow s t r i p s  of National Forest  lands,  

expected 
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b. Cla s s i f i c a t i w  

Special c l a s s i f i ca t ion  of  land of ten restricts resource uses and may a f f e c t  
objectives for  land acquis i t ion or disposal.  Only 153,468 acres i n  t h e  
Humboldt National Forest  a r e  i n  special  c l a s s i f i ca t ions  l i s t e d  below: 

TABLE 11-13 
Special Land Class i f ica t ion  

ACRES 

Existing Wilderness (Jarbidge) 

Scenic Areas 
Ruby Mountiains 
Wheeler Peak 

Subtotal 

Research Natural Areas (undetermined) 

Wthdrawals That Affect Disposal 
Administrative/Aecreation S i t e s  
PowerkIrrigation Projects  
Mountain C i t y  Municipal Watershed 
Jarbidge Municipal Watershed 

Sub t o t a l  

GRAND TOTAL 

64,667 

40,000 

132,667 

N/A 

6,529 
51 2 

6,080 
z68n 
20,801 

153,468 
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New withdrawals contemplated a r e  those t o  be specified i n  new wilderness 
l e g i s l a t i o n  per ta ining t o  mineral en t ry ,  s i te -spec i f ic  withdrawals fo r  
adminis t ra t ive s i t e s ,  o r  o ther  major investment areas  sueh a s  developed 
r ec rea t ion  s i tes  t h a t  must be protected.  The withdrawal review schedule is 
as follows: 

WITHDRAWAL REVIEW SCHEDULE 

2 N-054588 1 
N-044346 2 

1 
2 

3 N-0 443 46 1 1 

4 N-016774 P 
16 

9- 
16 

The intermingled public and p r iva t e  lands within the boundary of  the Forest  
plus  the fact t h a t  some u n i t s  of the Fores t  a r e  almost completely surrounded 
by p r i v a t e  land without rights-of-way (ROW) have resulted i n  many access 
problems. These problems a r e  becoming more c r i t i c a l  a s  demands fo r  the  use 
of  publ ic  land increase.  The cu r ren t  emphasis is t o  acquire ROWS where 
access problems are the-grea tes t .  Pr iva te  landowners are re luc tan t  t o  grant  
ROWS t o  the  Forest  Service unless  there is a s ign i f icant  benefi t  t o  the  
landowner. When a R O W - i s  i n  the publ ic  i n t e r e s t  and the property owner is 
unwill ing t o  g r a n t  an easement, t h e  r i g h t  of eminent domain can be used. 

The Fores t  present ly  acquires th ree  rights-of-way (ROW) annually. The 
c u r r e n t  emphasis is t o  acquire ROWS where access problems a r e  the g rea t e s t .  

Present ly  there a r e  223 nonrecreational spec ia l  uses and 27 recreat ion 
permits of various types  on t h e  Forest .  There is an average of about ten 
new cases per year. The following is a summary of t h e  ex is t ing  (1983) 
s p e c i a l  land use permits on the Humboldt National Forest .  

\ 
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TABLE 11-14 
Summary of Special Land Use Permits 

Total  Total Miles Total Acres 
Kind of Use Cases ROW Length Permitted Area 

Recreation 27 0 66 

Agriculture 11 4 47 9 

Community 5 1 5 

Indus t r ia l  4 0 29 

Research, Study, 
Training 12 0 108 

Transportation 46 105 334 

Communication 69 154 1 ,943 
Utilities 

Water A 664 
TOTAL 250 92 8 3,401 

Requests fo r  t he  var ious spec ia l  uses  w i l l  increase subs tan t ia l ly  i n  fu ture  
years. Accommodating the  proposed uses  w i l l  become more d i f f i c u l t  without 
conflicting with other  Forest  management a c t i v i t i e s .  

c. "3- 

The Forest a t  the present  time has no a reas  c l a s s i f i ed  a s  Research Natural 
Areas (RNA). However, there a r e  f i v e  sites tha t  have been inventoried a s  
candidate Research Natural Areas: 

(1) ) 

Approximately T.12N., 
R.68E., Mount Diablo Baseline Meridian (MDBM). This a rea  is located i n  
White Pine County, A pr incipal  feature  is a stand of  
old br is t lecone pines,  which can be used t o  build chronologies through 
tree-ring research. Also present a r e  stands codominated by l i t t e r  and 
brist lecone pines ,  t yp ica l  of subalpine fo re s t s  i n  t h e  east-central  Great 
Basin. 

260 acres  located i n  port ions of Sections 11 and 12, 

Ely Ranger D i s t r i c t .  



(2)  

Approximately 670 ac res  located i n  port ions of Sections 20, 28, 29,  32 and 
33, T.l2N., R.58E., MDBM. The peak is located i n  Nye county, Ely Ranger 
D i s t r i c t .  The pr inc ipa l  fea ture  of t h i s  a rea  is a "native rangeland", 
cons i s t ing  o f  sagebrush-grass commnities i n  nearly p r i s t i n e  condition, 
which a r e  scarce i n  t h e  Great Basin. Also present a r e  small stands o f  white 
fir and of limber pine/brist lecone pine. This area is important i n  
providing an a rea  su i tab le  f o r  conducting research on high e leva t ion  
sagebrush sites. 

Approximately 980 acres  located i n  port ions of Sections 20, 32 
and 33, T.32N., RR.58E., MDBM. The canyon is located i n  Elko County, Ruby 
Mountain Ranger D i s t r i c t .  This a rea  fea tures  a r i ch  and diverse f l o r a l  
component. Many types of  p l an t  communities a r e  present,  including r i p a r i a n  
wetlands, subalpine herb and shrublands, and a lp ine  herblands. The canyon 
a l s o  exh ib i t s  metamorphic rock types and e f f e c t s  of a lpine g l ac i a t ion ,  
n e i t h e r  o f  which a r e  common i n  the Great Basin. This area  is important i n  
providing a s i t e  f o r  conducting r ipa r i an  c l a s s i f i ca t ion  and management 
research. 

21, 28, 29 ,  

(4) Jack- 

Approximately T.46N., 
R.58E., MDBM. The c r a t e r  is located i n  Elko County, Jarbidge Ranger 
District. The pr inc ipa l  f ea tu re  is a stand codominated by whitebark pine 
and subalpine f ir ,  ne i ther  of  which is well represented i n  t h e  Great Basin. 
Small r i p a r i a n  commnities are a l s o  present.  

250 acres located i n  port ions of  Sections 26 and 27, 

Approximately 640 ac re s  located i n  por t ions  of Sections 3, 4 ,  9 and 10, 
T.27N., R.57E., MDBM. The peak is located i n  Elko County, Ruby Mountain 
Ranger D i s t r i c t .  Its pr inc ipa l  fea tures  a r e  ungrazed sagebrush-grass types 
at  middle and lower e leva t ions ,  and a limber pine/brist lecone pine woodland 
a t  upper e levat ions.  Some of  the br i s t lecones  may be very old,  and thus 
use fu l  f o r  dendrochronological research. 

The s o i l s  within the Humboldt National Forest  vary considerably depending on 
landform, geology, vegetation, and geomorphic processes. The Forest  is 
loca ted  primarily i n  the Basin and Range physiographic province wi th  a l a rge  
v a r i e t y  of parent mater ia ls  present.  These geologic u n i t s  include hard and 
s o f t  sedimentaries, metamorphics, igneous, and volcanic rock types. 

Broad assoc ia t ions  e x i s t  between vegetation communities and s o i l s  on the  
Forest .  These are as follows: 
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a. A t  low elevat ions l i g h t  colored, low vegetation poten t ia l  s o i l s  support 
pinyon-juniper woodland types with low and black sagebrush understor ies .  
Such areas possess moderately high s o i l  erosion hazards and provide l imited 
opportunities fo r  intensive range, w i ld l i f e  and watershed management. 

b. Tall sagebrush communities e x i s t  over a l l  e levat ions on dark colored ' 

Soi l s  w i t h  moderate production poten t ia l s .  These s o i l s  vary considerably i n  
t he i r  s u i t a b i l i t y  fo r  intensive resource management dependent p r i m a r i l y  upon 
steepness of slope, t ex ture  and rock content.  Soi l  erosion hazards a r e  
generally moderate on these s o i l s .  

c .  Mountain brush and aspen communities occur a t  mid t o  high e leva t ions  on 
dark colored, high production s o i l s ,  wi th  low t o  moderate s o i l  erosion 
hazards. Opportunities f o r  range, w i ld l i f e  and watershed management are 
excellent on such soi ls .  ', - ,  

d.  Coniferous vegetation types a r e  found on high elevation, l i g h t  colored, ) '  
low production poten t ia l  s o i l s .  Soi l  erosion hazards a r e  usua l ly  low i n  ' 

t h i s  vegetation type,  however removal of overstory cover c a n '  r e s u l t  i n  "' 

signif icant  increases i n  s o i l  erosion. 

The primary object ive of s o i l  management of the  Forest  is t o  match ' '  
management a c t i v i t i e s  t o  the capabi l i ty  and s u i t a b i l i t y  of the  s o i l  t o  
assure long-term s o i l  qua l i ty  and productivity.  A secondary objec t ive  is 
t o  use s o i l  information i n  such a way t h a t  cos t  e f fec t ive  decis ions can 'tie 
made wi th  respect t o  ongoing management prac t ices ,  i . e . ,  vegetat ive 
manipulation, s i t e  reclamation, e t c .  These object ives  can b e s t  be met 
through a knowledge of s o i l  propert ies  and va r i ab i l i t y  obtained through s o i l  '" 
inventories. 

A broad l eve l  reconnaissance s o i l  survey (Order 4) has been completed fo r  ' , ' 
most of the Forest .  However, t h i s  l e v e l  of inventory is too broad f o r  most 
manaement needs. A more detai led s o i l  survey (Order 3)  is cur ren t ly  
underway with a target completion date  f o r  the Forest  of 1995. Information 
obtained from t h i s  l eve l  of survey a s  well as s i t e  spec i f i c  documentation - 
derived from project  support se rv ices ,  w i l l  help meet t h e  object ives  of s o i l  
management. 

Continuing concern by the public t o  maintain t h e  productivity of t h e  soil ' 
w i l l  require increased management emphasis on maintaining s o i l  product ivi ty '  . ' 
and quality.  The quant i f ica t ion  of the  s o i l  resource through s o i l  inventory. 
and monitoring w i l l  have t o  be made, i n  order t o  keep pace w i t h  t h i s  demand; 

) I  

. I  

' 1  

i 

, I  

. .  
1 +  

4. W L U  ? I .  

The Humboldt National Forest  has numerous f a c i l i t i e s  including roads, 
bridges, administrative s i t e s ,  buildings,  dams, and water systems. They ,. 
require considerable time and money for operation and maintenance. There ' 
has been investment i n  these f a c i l i t i e s  t o  enable t h e  development, 
protection, and use of Forest  resources. 
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- 
The most important p a r t  of our transportation system is t h e  road network, 
comprised of over 3 , O O O  miles of a r t e r i a l ,  c o l l e c t o r  and l o c a l  roads. 
Ar t e r i a l  and co l l ec to r  roads provide access t o  large segments of  t h e  Forest  
and general ly  serve mult iple  resource a c t i v i t i e s .  Local roads general ly  a r e  
sho r t e r  roads usual ly  serving s ing le  resource a c t i v i t i e s .  

Two a r t e r i a l  and c o l l e c t o r  roads have been evaluated and designated a s  
Forest  Highways. These two roads a r e  the  Steptoe Creek-Duck Creek Road, 
Forest  Highway 23, and the Harrison Pass Road, Forest  Highway 24. A t h i r d  
proposed route  being evaluated b u t  not ye t  designated a s  a Fores t  Highway i s  
t h e  Jarbidge Road. 

The The only 
a r t e r i a l  o r  co l l ec to r  road construction needed is a sho r t  piece on the Santa 
Rosa D i s t r i c t .  New l o c a l  road construction needs vary considerably by a rea  
and resource a c t i v i t y .  

Few of t h e  roads have been maintained a t  t h e i r  assigned l e v e l  of maintenance 
due t o  funding cons t ra in ts .  Therefore, maintenance a c t i v i t i e s  have been 
concentrated on arterial and co l l ec to r  roads with emphasis on reduction of 
sa fe ty  hazards and resource damage prevention. Many of the  roads a r e  not  a t  
the standard necessary f o r  the  sa fe ,  e f f i c i e n t ,  and economical 
t ranspor ta t ion  of people and goods. Also, many of the  roads have 
de te r iora ted  and 
expensive t o  maintain. Extensive reconstruction is needed through the 
network, b u t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  on the  a r t e r i a l  and co l l ec to r  roads,  t o  bring t h e  
roads up t o  the  desired standard and make t h e  roads maintainable a t  t h e  
proper leve l .  

There a r e  38 road br idges ,  and f i v e  major cu lver t s  on 
the  Fores t  bridge inventory. Ten of the road bridges are considered inade- 
quate for  Forest  needs. These t en  bridges have been scheduled f o r  replace- 
ment i n  t h e  Regional Bridge Replacement Program for completion by Fisca l  
Year 1987. 

There a r e  211 fixed-wing a i r f i e l d s  on the Forest  A i r f i e l d  Inventory. L i t t l e  
information is ava i lab le  on t h e  condition and adequacy of t h e  a i r f i e l d s  on 
t h e  inventory. 

The t ra i l  system is described i n  the Recreation sec t ion .  

majority of roads needed by the Forest  a r e  already i n  place. 

t o  the  poin t  they a r e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  dr ive  on and d i f f i c u l t  

th ree  t r a i l  bridges, 

Muiini&taib&.fi- and c . '  
There a r e  106 major bui ldings inventoried on the Forest  which include 
o f f i c e s ,  d w e l l i n g s ,  barns ,  warehouses, workshops, and various storage sheds 
on 20 adminis t ra t ive sites. Administrative sites should be evaluated a s  
c u l t u r a l  Proper ty  a s  s t a t ed  i n  goal number 10 on page IV-3. 

Existing bui ldings were constructed from the 1930's t o  the  present ,  with the 
majority b u i l t  i n  the  l a t e  1950,s and ear ly  1960's. Some bui ldings a r e  i n  
poor and condition and do not  meet a l l  applicable s t a t e  and loca l  building 
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heal th  codes. Water and sewer systems serving t h e  bui ldings and 
administrative si tes a l s o  do not  a l l  meet appl icable  standards.  Many of t h e  
buildings and associated water and sewer systems need t o  be renovated o r  
replaced t o  function e f f i c i e n t l y  and economically. 

There are 35 dams on the Forest  Dam Inventory. Twenty-seven of the dams are 
owned and inspected by the  Forest  Service,  seven are under special use 
permits and inspected by t h e  Forest  Service,  and one is owned by t h e  Bureau 
of  Indian Affairs and inspected by t h e  Bureau of Reclamation. 

The majority of t he  dams a r e  small and low hazard and none have ser ious  
safe ty  problems a t  present. Many of  t h e  Fores t  Service and special-use 
permit dams are i n  need of  more maintenance and, i n  some cases ,  
reconstruction or improvements t o  prevent major problems from developing. 

The Forest  communication system cons i s t s  of  t h e  commercial phone system and 
145 various items of  radio equipment, such as personal portables ,  mobile 
u n i t s ,  base s t a t i o n s ,  and repeaters .  Communication between o f f i c e s  is 
expensive and radio communication between o f f i c e s  and f i e l d  personnel is 
e r r a t i c .  A more e f f i c i e n t  and cos t  e f f e c t i v e  s y s t e m  o f  communication 
between of f ices  and f i e ld  personnel is badly needed. 

5. cxxw.Pas 

Major highway cor r idors  serving t h e  Fores t  have been ident i f ied .  P a r t  of  
t h i s  inventory i s  included within the a r te r ia l  and co l l ec to r  road network. 
The r e s t  of  t h e  inventory is major s ta te ,  county, and federal t ranspor ta t ion  
routes.  A s  mentioned earlier, two of these  major s ta te  and county highways 
have been Proposed for  reconstruct ion and improvement under the  Fores t  
Highway Investment Program. 

The (electric 
transmission, pipel ine or combination) t h a t  is t h e  primary use of t h e  land. 
O f  a l l  t he  new u t i l i t i e s  proposed t o  be constructed on t h e  Fores t ,  a l l  bu t  
two are  along existing u t i l i t y  rights-of-way and t ransportat ion corr idors .  
The Forest  has worked with representa t ives  of  the Western Uti l i t ies  Group t o  
ident i fy  A l l  bu t  one of t he  cor r idors  
is along existing u t i l i t y  rights-of-way o r  t ransporat ion corr idors .  Field 
s t u d i e s  have been made t o  determine i f  t h e  requested cor r idors  are feasible. 
I n  some instances they were reduced i n  s i z e  due t o  topographic cons t ra in ts .  
Only one requested corr idor  was rejected. This occurred when the Bureau o f  
Land Management determined a l t e r n a t e  routes  were preferable .  

6. & n a ~  and 

The Humboldt National Forest  is committed t o  t h e  program of human and 
community development, which has as i t s  primary objec t ive ,  helping people 
and communities t o  he lp  themselves. The program includes a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  
provide work and learning experiences f o r  youth, a d u l t  employment, t r a in ing  
opportuni t ies ,  and technical a s s i s t ance  t o  ind iv idua ls  and communities. 

term %orridor" appl ies  t o  any form of energy t ranspor ta t ion  

h t u r e  needs fo r  u t i l i t y  cor r idors .  
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The Forest  i s  ac t ive ly  engaged i n  a var ie ty  of  human resource programs. A 
summary of t he  major programs is a s  follows: 

Senior C a & v  Service EmDloymen t Program ( S  CSEP). The Forest  has been an 
active par t ic ipant  i n  t h i s  program, and its predecessor, Operation 
Mainstream, for many years. There a r e  cur ren t ly  12 enro l lees ,  55 years of 
age o r  older  who meet low income requirements specif ied by t h e  Department of 
Labor. 

Volunteers i n  National Forest  Program. This program provides the  means 
whereby the  Forest  may l ega l ly  accept and u t i l i z e  t h e  se rv ice  of volunteers 
and at  the  same time provide t r a in ing  and individual  work experience t o  
these people. The volunteers a r e  integrated i n t o  regular  programs and 
perform work i n  recrea t ion ,  range, wi ld l i fe  and engineering projects .  The 
number of volunteers on the  Forest  is on a steady rise. 

Stav - i n  S&QQJ,. This program i s  f o r  economically disadvantaged high school 
students.  We cur ren t ly  host  two youth i n  t h i s  program and could host  more 
if ceilings were t o  be  made available.  

The Forest  has hosted Young Adult Conservation Corp (YACC), Youth 
Conservation Corp (YCC) , and Comprehensive Employment Training Act (CETA) 
Programs and w i l l  continue i f  and when such programs a r e  funded. 

The demand for Human Resource Program enro l lees  is high on the  Forest .  
Because the  use of t h e  programs expands t h e  d o l l a r  e f f ic iency  of outputs,  
t he  Forest  w i l l  u t i l i z e  the  program whenever avai lable .  The Supply of  
po ten t ia l  enro l lees  i s  a l s o  great, par t icu lar ly  with t h e  youth programs. 

F. NEED TO ESTABLISH OR CHANGE MANAGEMENT DIRECTION 

I -  

The Analvsis of t h  e Mananeme n t  Si tuat ion noted areas where management 
d i r ec t ion  should be changed or d i r e c t i o n  establ ished.  Twelve areas have 
been iden t i f i ed .  

The purpose o f  t h i s  sec t ion  is t o  discuss  those a r e a s  i n  which, from our 
analys is ,  we have determined t h a t  we must e i ther  change management direct ion 
o r  es tab l i sh  d i r ec t ion  t h a t  is current ly  lacking. 

Recreation 

The Forest  seems t o  have enough developed camping capacity f o r  t he  
immediate fu tu re  but  t he  more heavily used sites must receive stronger 
emphasis on maintenance and rehabi l i ta t ion .  Vegetation management plans 
should be developed for a l l  heavy use si tes t o  i d e n t i f y  projected needs and 
t o  help i n  maintaining those developed s i tes  i n  as safe and a s  aes the t ica l ly  
pleasing condition as possible for t he  public.  

Seek opportuni t ies  a t  popular developed si tes t o  provide interpret ive 
s igning,  overlooks, t r a i l s  and brochures designed t o  he lp  vis i tors  under- 
stand t h e  f o r e s t  environment, management prac t ices  and t h e i r  
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r e spons ib i l i t i e s  towards care of the  Forest .  Use in t e rp re t a t ion  and infor-  
mation approaches t o  help dispersed r e c r e a t i o n i s t s  understand t h e  
consequences of t h e i r  act ions and t h e i r  r e spons ib i l i t y  f o r  environmental 
care. 

With the continued increase i n  dispersed recrea t ion ,  emphasis must be given 
t o  providing more management a t t en t ion  t o  dispersed s i t e s .  This addi t iona l  
monitoring is necessary both t o  prevent accelerat ing resource damage and t o  
provide fo r  public safety.  The ex i s t ing  t r a i l  system should be 
reconstructed and the l eve l  of maintenance on a31 trails must  be increased. 

Ident i fy  and provide protection fo r  c u l t u r a l  and h i s t o r i c  s i t e s .  

Ul.9- 

Continual increases  i n  wilderness use  d i c t a t e  t h e  need for  more t ra i lhead  
f a c i l i t i e s .  A 
general rerouting of several  t r a i l s  is now needed fo r  public safety. 
Increased maintenance must be given t o  a l l  t r a i l s .  

There is a need t o  increase the management of the  Jarbidge Wilderness t o  
protect  the wilderness resource. This can be done p a r t i a l l y  through 
increased public education. 

Revise the eastern boundary of the  Jarbidge Wilderness t o  exclude an 
exis t ing road and provide a more def inable  l i n e .  

m 
Although most,  if not  a l l  Of the  PinYon/juniper type,  may cur ren t ly  be 
”unsuitable”,  it should be recognized t h a t  there  is considerable po ten t i a l  
for  managing t h i s  resource for  pos ts ,  poles ,  Christmas t r e e s ,  pinenuts ,  e t c .  
However, the degree of management opportuni t ies  w i l l  require  an inventory of 
the resource. 

Many t r a i l s  i n  t h e  Jarbidge a rea  grew up over game trails. 

Our analys is  shows a need t o  increase t h e  monitoring of  w i ld l i f e  and f i s h  
habi ta t s  and populations. Increase the Forest’s w i l d l i f e  exper t i se  i n  order 
t o  f i l l y  implement our w i l d l i f e  hab i t a t  management program. There is a 
need t o  provide grea te r  emphasis t o  the T&E program. 

ri?’w!% 

Our analys is  shows a need t o  increase emphasis i n  followup management of  
intensive grazing systems and ad jus t  stocking where j u s t i f i e d .  We need t o  
insure t h a t  revegetation projects  serve more than a single purpose. 

There i s  a l s o  a need t o  improve the overa l l  condition of the Forest’s  
r ipar ian  a reas .  
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kwsr 
There is a need t o  increase the  emphasis on water quali ty sampling i n  order 
t o  monitor the e f f e c t s  of Forest  a c t i v i t i e s .  We also need t o  increase the 
emphasis on reduction of sediment and damage t o  r ipar ian  areas .  I n s t a l l  
headout s t ruc tu res  t o  s t a b i l i z e  g u l l i e s .  

We need t o  develop or  update management plans for  municipal and special  
watersheds, and develop and implement addi t ional  guidelines for  management 
a c t i v i t i e s  i n  r ipa r i an  a reas ,  wetlands, and floodplains.  

The water uses  and needs inventory should be updated and corrected and we 
need t o  acquire water r i g h t s  a t  an accelerated rate .  

Uperals & G- 

Our analys is  slows a need t o  provide for the  anticipated increase i n  
minerals a c t i v i t y .  We also need t o  automate a l l  lease filings for b e t t e r  
records of issuances and expirat ion.  

!zuxkl 

Many former public access roads have been closed t o  public use and need t o  
b e  reopened e i t h e r  by t h e  counties declaring them public roads, or  i f  t h i s  
f a i l s ,  by Forest  Service purchase or a s  a last a l t e rna t ive  condemnation. 

Our analys is  shows a need t o  increase emphasis on land exchange and ROW 
acquis i t ion .  We w i l l  complete only those ROW oases for  new access where 
road construction money is assured w i t h i n  a reasonable time. An increased 
Land Line Location Program, where occupancy t respass  i s  suspected or 
occurring, is a l so  needed. 

F s c i l i t i e g  

The overa l l  Forest  road system is de ter iora t ing .  Increased emphasis on 
maintenance, reconstruct ion,  and surfacing a r e  p r io r i ty  items which w i l l  
increase cos t  eff ic iency of the  ove ra l l  program. More emphasis is needed on 
s ign  r ehab i l i t a t ion  and upgrading. For g rea t e r  eff ic iency,  more f l ex ib l e  
standards a r e  needed i n  the appl ica t ion  of the  s ign program. 

For long-term cos t  savings,  construct  r a the r  than r en t  our administrative 
facilities. After t h e  i n i t i a l  investment i s  f u l l y  amortized the  cos t  
savings would be s ign i f i can t .  Increased emphasis on construct ion,  
reconstruction and maintenance of existing f a c i l i t i e s  is needed f o r  heal th  
and safety reasons. A t  remote s t a t i o n s ,  use t r a i l e r  houses where cost  
e f f i c i e n t .  

We a l s o  need t o  increase,  improve and enhance t h e  telecommunications system. 

.€!E&- 

Our analys is  shows a need t o  increase the awareness of insec t  and disease 
conditions on the Fores t ,  and a will ingness t o  implement integrated pes t  
management techniques and s t r a t e g i e s  i n t o  resource decisions and a c t i v i t i e s  
a s  applicable.  
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3.Qi.Ls 

Our analysis shows a need t o  provide detai led s o i l  surveys fo r  vegetative 
manipulation projects.  We a l s o  need t o  improve the knowledge o f  s o i l  
productivity potent ia l  and tolerance erosion limits. 

Epblic I r d h a a t i o n  and InferDretation 

There is a need t o  seek opportunities i n  cooperation with other  agencies t o  
b e t t e r  inform the public of resource management a c t i v i t i e s  and t o  improve 
public par t ic ipat ion i n  protect ing f a c i l i t i e s  and environmental values. 

G. RESEARCH NEEDS 

The Humboldt lacks s u f f i c i e n t  information i n  vegetation management t o  
adequately manage its nonforested lands. Research t h a t  has been completed 
i n  other areas cannot be extrapolated t o  the  Humboldt due t o  our unique 
weather patterns.  The higher e levat ion sagebrush types have a predominance 
found no where e l se .  Our own research has concentrated on watershed, 
pinyon-juniper, and shrub research. The University of Nevada has completed 
most of t h e i r  research on low elevat ion ranges. We have the  following 
research needs: 

1.  

2.  Management s t r a t eg ie s  fo r  pinyon-juniper. 

3. High elevation sagebrush ecological s i t e s  ( those above pinyon-juniper) 
needs, physiology, antecology, synecology , and management s t r a t eg ie s .  

4 .  Development of bi t te rbrush  and mountain mahogany regeneraticn necessary 
t o  maintain or enhance the  qua l i ty  and quantity of c r i t i c a l  w i ld l i f e  
habi ta t .  

5. Continue Lahontan cu t throa t  t rou t  research. 

Riparian c l a s s i f i ca t ion  and management s t r a t eg ie s .  
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Ac ti v i  ty-Ca tegory 
19% 1991 19% 2001 201 1 2021 

Uni t s  1990 1995 2000 2010 2020 2035 

PEVELOPED RECREATION MRMS 
Demand 237 -0 275.0 280.0 295.0 310-0 375.0 
Maximum Use 229-9 241.9 253.8 264.1 268.9 280.0 

F o r e s t  Plan 204.2 203.7 205.0 202.3 201.1 204.9 
RPA Al te rna t ive  230.1 241.6 253.8 264.1 268.9 280.0 

Current  Use 194.0 194.0 191.8 188.6 166.9 189.7 

DISPERSED RECRFATION MRVDS 
Demand 350-0 410.0 440.0 500.0 550.0 600.0 
Vaxinium Use 429-3 458.9 468.6 469.5 503.9 519.9 
Current  Use 395.5 419.4 427.1 440.9 452.8 466.3 
F o r e s t  Plan 386.9 401.6 409.9 426.1 439.2 452.6 
RPA A l t e r n a t i v e  419.2 455.1 465.5 489.8 505.1 521.9 

UJI.DF RIJESS 

Demanti 
Naximum Use 
C u r r e n t  Use 
F o r e s t  P l an  
RPA A l t e r n a t i v e  

WILDLIFE 
Demand 
Maximum Use 
Current  Use 
F o r e s t  P lan  
RPA A l t e r n a t i v e  

PE HMI 1TED LIVESTOCK USE 
Eemand 
Kaximum Use 
Current  Use 
F o r e s t  Plan 
RPA Al t e rna t ive  

FUELWOOD 
Demand 
Elaximum U s e  
Curren t  Use 
F o r e s t  Plan 
RPA A l t e r n a t i v e  

MRVDS 

202.8 
202.8 

68.2 
37.3 
24.5 

MWUDS 
149.6 
149.6 
149.5 
149.5 
149.6 

MAUMS 

304.1 
299.3 
301 -7 
304.1 

MCORDS 

6.6 
4.4 
5 .O 
6.5 

233.0 239.0 254.1 263.2 273.3 
233.0 239-0 254.1 263-2 273.3 
77.2 78.8 80.5 62.0 83.5 
39.5 40.6 41.6 42.6 43 -7 -. . - .  
31 -7 32.0 32.3 32.7 32.8 

150.8 152.3 154.2 156.0 157.5 
150.8 152.3 154.2 156.0 157.5 
149.7 149.8 150.1 150.1 150.4 
149.7 150.1 150 -7 151.3 151.3 
150.0 150.8 151.8 152.7 153.5 

DEHAND FOR GRAZING PERMITS IS ELASTIC f 1/ 1 
309.2 315.7 326.8 332.6 334.0 
293.3 294.2 2% .9 301.6 303.4 
298.7 300.9 305.8 312.4 315.1 
309.2 315.7 326.8 332.6 334.0 

DEMAND FOR FUELWOOD IS ELASTIC ( 1/ 1 
6.8 6 .8 6.9 6 -9  7 .o 
4.5 4.5 4.5 4.5 4.5 
5.2 5.2 5.3 5.3 5.4 
6.8 6.8 6.9 6.9 7 -0 

1/ - Elast3c demand means t h a t  t h e r e  I s  a demand for a l l  t h a t  t h e  F o r e s t  can produce. 
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CHAPTER 111 
PLAN REPONSES TO ISSUES, CONCERNS, AND OPPORTUNITIES 

This chapter shows how t h e  F ina l  Plan addresses and responds t o  major publ ic  
i s sues ,  management concerns and resource opportuni t ies  t h a t  have been iden t i f i ed  
during the planning process. 

A discussion of the  process used t o  iden t i fy  the issues  t o  be resolved i n  t h i s  
Plan is found i n  Appendix A o f  the accompanying Appendix document for t h e  Plan. 
Additional information may be found i n  t h e  p u b l i c  involvement records of  t h e  
Humboldt National Forest .  

The specif ic  methods fo r  resolving and implementing management act ions f o r  t he  
nine issues  dea l t  with are found i n  Chapter I V  o f  t h i s  Plan.  In t h a t  chapter  t h e  
Fores t ' s  multiple-use goals  and objec t ives  are listed, as are t h e  multiple-use 
prescriptions and associated s t anda rds  and guidel ines  fo r  each management area. 
Included with the management area discussion are t h e  proposed and probable 
management practices.  

The responses t o  the nine issues are as follows: 

ISSUE 1 - &.B ---ness que s t ion  f o r  roadless  areas OR . The following a r e  recommended f o r  
inclusion by Congress i n t o  t h e  National Wilderness system: Mount 
Moriah, Bristlecone, Ruby Mountains, Grant Range, E a s t  Humboldt, 
Soldier Lake and Jarbidge Additions. These a reas  w i l l  b e  managed and 
operated a t  t h e  full serv ice  level.  A l l  o ther  roadless  a r e a s  w i l l  be 
managed f o r  uses o ther  than wilderness. 

ISSUE 2 - How should the Humboldt m a n w w i l d l i f e  ha b i t a t ?  Current h a b i t a t  of 
threatened and endangered spec ies  w i l l  be improved and no c o n f l i c t s  
from other uses  w i l l  be allowed. The qua l i ty  of  aquat ic  h a b i t a t s  
w i l l  be maintained i n  a t  least  sa t i s f ac to ry  ecological  condition. B i g  
game win te r  range w i l l  be improved. Habitat of  hunted MIS w i l l  be 
improved. An estimate of  152,721 WFUDs w i l l  be produced by the 
end of the  planning horizon. 

ISSUE 3 - BOW should the Humboldt -ement or- The 
numbers of leases ,  permits and operating plans is expected t o  increase 
s l igh t ly  throughout the l i f e  of  t h e  plan. However, withdrawals and 
l eg i s l a t ive  requirements may constrain mineral development on 339,278 
acres. The Fores t  w i l l  h e  able t o  evaluate leases and operat ing 
plans throughout t he  planning period which is estimated a t  23'1 
annually. 
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ISSUE 4 - How s m l d  t h e  H umboldt “ge t h e  mYUlW resources2 The Humboldt 
w i l l  s t r i v e  t o  br ing  l ivestock numbers i n t o  balance wi th  ava i lab le  
grazing capacity.  Th i s  w i l l  be accomplished through l ivestock 
adjustment and improved management strategies which increase grazing 
capacity.  The requirements of s ens i t i ve  p l a n t s  w i l l  be provided f o r  
i n  a l l  a c t i v i t i e s .  Wild horses w i l l  be managed according t o  the 
numbers spec i f ied  i n  approved t e r r i t o r y  plans. Noxious weeds w i l l  be 
treated t o  reduce threats  of  invasion i n t o  rangelands. Impacts t o  
r ipa r i an  areas w i l l  be  reduced because of improved management 
d i r ec t ion  spec i f ied  i n  allotment management plans. Predator control  
w i l l  be allowed us ing  approved methods where a need is demonstrated. 
Range condi t ion is expected t o  improve t o  82 percent of the  su i t ab le  
range being i n  s a t i s f a c t o r y  ecological condition. 

ISSUE 5 - How &ou Id  the Hum bold t  m w  o f f - r o d  v e h i u  s The travel plan 
establ ished on the  Forest  w i l l  remain the  same. An exception would be 
necessary if wilderness l eg i s l a t ion  is enacted on t h e  areas  specif ied 
i n  i s sue  No. 1.  

ISSUE 6 - How should t h e  Humbol d t  m a w  t h e  water resource D r o n r m  Water 
q u a l i t y  w i l l  improve through the planning period because of improved 
management and coordination w i t h  o ther  resources.  However, there  w i l l  
b e  small local ized areas where watershed improvement p ro jec t s  w i l l  be 
necessary. Water r i g h t s  f o r  National Fores t  purposes w i l l  be f i l e d  
through t h e  appropr ia te  Nevada S t a t e  Water Law. Federal reserved 
instream flow needs relating t o  favorable conditions of water flow 
w i l l  be quant i f ied.  

ISSUE 7 - How and where should the  Humboldt orovide Dub l i c  access? Public 
access w i l l  b e  provided i n t o  consolidated National Forest  lands i n  
conjunction w i t h  the Sorenson, Jones, Peavey and Morgan Land 
Exchanges. Attention w i l l  be  directed towards acquiring addi t ional  
publ ic  access  i n t o  t h e  Ruby Mountains and t h e  East Humboldt division. 
The goa l  i s  t o  acquire  two ROWS per  year  Forest-wide. 

ISSUE 8 - How should w e  U a e  e a r e a s  of  suec ia l  interest on the  Hwboldt? The 
following a r e a s  are recommended a s  Research Natural Areas: M t .  
Washington Bris t lecone Pine, White Pine Peak, S i e t z  Canyon, Jack Creek 
Crater, and Pearl Peak. The areas a r e  i so la ted  from uses and 
a c t i v i t i e s  t ha t  a r e  occurring on t h e  surrounding area  a t  t he  present 
time. The Wheeler Peak and Ruby Mountains Scenic Areas, along witb 
h i s t o r i c  and p reh i s to r i c  s i tes  a r e  other special i n t e r e s t  areas.  
These a reas  w i l l  r ece ive  the necessary protect ion for  t h e i r  spec ia l  
values.  

ISSUE 9 - How should the  Humboldt manage r b r i a n  S Standards and 
guidel ines  t o  resolve t h i s  issue a r e  found i n  t h e  Forest-wide sect ion 
i n  Chapter I V  of t h i s  plan.  Ac t iv i t i e s  and uses w i l l  be designed t o  
minimize impacts t o  r ipa r i an  areas.  A l l  a l lotment management plans 
w i l l  address r i p a r i a n  concerns. 
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The following two issues  were iden t i f i ed  as a r e su l t  of public comment on t h e  
Draft Plan. 

ISSUE 10 - How should we manaae recrea t ion  on the  Humboldtt Maintenance and 
reconstruction of  ex is t ing  faci l i t ies  w i l l  al low us t o  manage 
developed s i t e s  a t  f U l l  s e rv i ce  l eve l .  T r a i l  construction w i l l  
increase s l i gh t ly .  Opportunities for  dispersed recreat ion w i l l  be 
increased and improved i n  qua l i ty .  

ISSUE 1 1  - How should the Humboldt manaae bristlecone D ine? Standards and 
guidel ines  have been strengthened which provide d i rec t ion  t o  p ro tec t  
b r i s t lecone  pine. 
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CHAPTER IV 
FOREST MANAGEMENT DIRECTION 

A. INTRODUCTION 

The Fores t  Plan provides t h e  long-range management d i r ec t ion  for t h e  
Humboldt National Forest. Direction is the  guidance Forest  personnel w i l l  
use  t o  achieve t h e  r e s u l t s  t he  Plan out l ines .  This  chapter,  by out l in ing  
tha t  d i rec t ion ,  w i l l  inform the  public and other  agencies about fu tu re  
programs. 

Chapter I V  includes: 

-Forest management goals  and objec t ives  
-Forest-wide standards and guidel ines  
-Projected outputs and budget requirements 
-A descr ipt ion of the  desired f u t u r e  condition of the Forest  
-Management area d i r ec t ion  
-Forest Action Schedules 

Tables i n  t h i s  chapter display resources and a c t i v i t y  outputs for a 50 yea r  
period. A l l  information shown fo r  periods beyond the first decade are 
estimates of  po ten t ia l  only and are n o t  planned or programmed. Actual 
programmed accomplishment beyond the first decade w i l l  be set through 
subsequent Forest  Plan revisions.  

B. FOREST MULTIPLE-USE GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 

Goals and object ives  def ine  the  d i r ec t ion  of Forest-wide management. Goals 
are broad de f in i t i ons  of  what w i l l  be achieved, while object ives  are aimed 
a t  achieving those goals.  By implementing the  Fores t  Plan, t h e  goals and 
objec t ives  are t ranslated i n t o  on-the-ground r e su l t s .  

BECREATION 

EQsUzL 

Provide 
of  the public. 

E Q a u 2  

a broad range of  outdoor recrea t ion  opportuni t ies  fo r  a l l  segments 

Maintain ex is t ing  developed site facilities. 

a. B r i n g  t h e  condition of  developed recrea t ion  faci l i t ies  t o  condi t ion 
classes 1 o r  2 by 1995. 

b. 
s i tes.  

C. 

Conduct green tree hazard ana lys i s  surveys every f ive  years i n  developed 

Provide picnic  opportuni t ies  adjacent  t o  communities. 
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d. 
i n  an e f f i c i e n t  and economical manner. 

e. Develop and implement a vegetative management plan for each developed 
site. Give p r i o r i t y  t o  heavily used sites. 

f .  

g. Develop management object ives  f o r  each developed s i te  as p a r t  of t he  
s i t e  operation and maintenance (O&M) plan t h a t  describes t h e  "standard" 
( F u l l  FSM, and less than standard RSM) levels of service. 

h. Conduct potable water sampling as required by t h e  S t a t e  and manual 
direction. 

i. Complete sa fe ty  and maintenance inspect ions of  developed s i tes  and 
necessary cor rec t ive  act ion p r io r  t o  opening the s i t e  for publ ic  use. 

GQaUFi 

Encourage p r iva t e  en terpr i se  t o  develop desired r ec rea t ion  oppor tuni t i tes  
adjacent  t o  t h e  Forest .  

Regulate the  opening and closing dates of fac i l i t i es  t o  serve the  public 

Develop O&M plans f o r  a l l  water and san i t a t ion  systems. 

u 
Provide a broad spectrum of dispersed recreat ion oppor tuni t ies .  

a. Develop and implement a self-guided i n t e r p r e t i v e  t ra i l  i n  Lamoille 
Canyon by 1986. 

b. Cooperate with o ther  agencies t o  develop dispersed recrea t ion  
oppor tuni t ies  ( e  .g . snowmobile t ra i ls  etc. . 
GQauE 

Increase emphasis on management of dispersed r ec rea t ion  opportuni t ies .  

b 

QQaLA 

Provide a t r a i l  system adequate f o r  adminis t ra tors ,  permit tees  (including 
l ives tock)  and the recreating public t o  travel t o  and within the National 
Fores t  both summer and winter. 

a. Maintain t h e  trail system consisting of approximately 1,000 miles of 
summer trail .  

b. Program Trai l  Construction Funds t o  reconstruct or  cons t ruc t  one mile of 
t r a i l  annually and t o  replace one bridge every f i v e  years. 

C. B u i l d  trailhead faci l i t ies  a t  trail right-of-way access poin ts  as 
needed. 
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d. Maintain a t  l e a s t  one "on the shelf"  t r a i l  construction/reconstruction 
project.  

e. Prepare trail maintenance plans fo r  each District. 

GQau?l 

Provide a system of managed cross-country s k i  and snowmobile trails with 
adequate t ra i lhead f a c i l i t i e s .  

!&zu?& 
Provide opportunities fo r  the use of motor vehicles  where they w i l l  no t  
unacceptably impact Forest  resources or unnecessarily impact other  Forest  
users. 

a. Review the  t r ave l  plan annually and rev ise  as necessary. The most 
current revis ions w i l l  become a p a r t  of the management d i r ec t ion  fo r  t he  
Forest Plan. 

b. Monitor ORV use. 

cbauFL 

Provide for  a pleasing v isua l  landscape i n  the  Humboldt National Forest. 

Ident i fy ,  p ro tec t ,  i n t e r p r e t  and manage s i g n i f i c a n t  c u l t u r a l  resources. 

a. 
Forest ident i t ied  a s  having a high potent ia l  by 1990. 

b. 
for  the National Register by 1990: 

White Pine Wickiup Site 
Mahoney Ranger Station 
Belmont 
Smith Creek Caves 
Pioche Stage Stops 
A l l  Administrative Buildings 
Jarbidge Wilderness Mining Claims 
Osceola Ditch 
Quinn Springs Stage Stop 

Complete an inventory of a l l  cu l tu ra l  resources wi th in  the areas  of the 

Evaluate and, i f  appropriate,  nominate t h e  following as Histor ic  S i t e s  

c. Develop a plan for t h e  in te rpre ta t ion ,  protect ion,  and maintenance of 
known cu l tu ra l  resource s i t e s .  
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Goal P11 

Preserve the  na tu ra l  ecosystems i n  t h e  proposed Research Natural Areas. 

Objectives 

a. Protect  sites proposed as Research Natural Areas while they are being 
considered for designation and following designation. 

b. 
if they are not designated a s  RNAs. 

Return proposed Research Natural Area (RNAs)  to mul t ip le  use management 

Goal 112 

Coordinate recreation programs with loca l ,  county, state and other Federal 
recrea t ion  agencies. 

WILDLIFE AND PISAERIES 

Goal #13 

Improve the  quant i ty  and qua l i t y  of l ake  and stream h a b i t a t s  through 
increased coordination with other  land use programs, cooperation with Nevada 
Department of Wildlife,  and direct  hab i t a t  improvement. 

Objectives 

a. Improve the  Forest  aquat ic  habitat data base for project and land use 
planning by completing aquat ic  inventor ies  on a l l  streams by 1995. 

b. Provide aquat ic  hab i t a t  ana lys i s  input for range allotment plans and 
updates, recrea t iona l  developments, and road construct ions annually. Also 
provide input on non Forest  act ivi t ies  t h a t  affect the  Forest  such as dam 
construct ion,  hydro-power developments, and water r i g h t s  adjudications.  

c. 
during t h e  period from 1986 - 2036. 

Improve hab i t a t s  through developing an average of 20 s t r u c t u r e s  annually 

Goal #14 

Improve t h e  cur ren t  productive level of w i l d l i f e  hab i t a t  with emphasis on 
maintaining or improving l imi t ing  factors such as  b i g  game winter ranges 
(measured i n  acres), i n  cooperation with Nevada Department of Wildlife.  

Objectives 

a. 
updates. 

b. Complete by 1990 and then update annually on a site spec i f i c  basis t h e  
big game hab i t a t  use inventor ies  for a l l  seasonal h a b i t a t s  on the  Forest .  

c. Develop a sagebrush management s t r a t egy  t h a t  incorporates sage grouse, 
antelope, and deer hab i t a t  requirements, l ives tock  forage improvement 
object ives ,  and soil-vegetation po ten t i a l s  by 1990. 

Provide w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t  a n a l y s i s  input for range allotment plans and 
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d. Maintain forage cover r a t i o s  on deer winter ranges within pinyon-juniper 
type through coordinating fuelwood management w i t h  b ig  game winter range 
use. 

e.  Implement habi ta t  improvement pro jec ts  a s  outlined within the  Forest  
Action Schedule. 

f .  Acquire lands needed fo r  improving l imit ing factors  such as b ig  game 
winter range when possible.  

g. Consider reintroductions of indigenous wi ld l i f e  and f i s h  species  where 
vacant niches have been ident i f ied and conf l i c t s  wi th  other  resources can be 
resovled . 
h. Establish and maintain dese r t  bighorn sheep range and numbers. 

GQaum 
Manage c lass i f ied  species* bald eagle ( E ) ,  peregrine falcon (E), Lahontan 
cut throat  t rou t  (T)  , Bonneville cu t throa t  t r o u t  (S) hab i t a t  t o  maintain or 
enhance t h e i r  s t a t u s  through coordination with other  land use programs, 
agency cooperation, and d i r e c t  hab i t a t  improvements. 

a. 
of the peregrine falcon by 1990. 

b. Investigate the opportunities t o  e s t ab l i sh  native Bonneville cu t th roa t  
t rou t  i n to  h i s to r i c  hab i t a t s  and implement act ions i n  coordination with t h e  
Nevada Department of W i l d l i f e  by 1995. 

C. Department of Wild l i fe  t o  re-establ ish nat ive 
Lahontan cut throat  t rou t  i n t o  h i s t o r i c  hab i t a t s  as outlined i n  the approved 
"Lahontan Cutthroat Trout Fisher ies  Management Plan" by 1993. 

d. Give p r io r i ty  t o  s t r u c t u r a l  hab i t a t  improvement work f o r  Lahontan and 
Bonneville cu t throa t  t rou t .  

E4um 
EQ&dui  

Cooperate w i t h  the Nevada Department of Wildlife i n  the  re-establishment 

Cooperate w i t h  the  Nevada 

Manage a l l  al lotments t o  maintain su i t ab le  range presently i n  sa t i s f ac to ry  
ecological condition, and improve s u i t a b l e  range tha t  is i n  less than satis- 
factory condition. 

a. 

b. 

Develop improved management systems for a l l  allotments by 1988. 

Develop grazing systems which include periodic r e s t ,  where possible.  

[E = Endangered, T = Threatened, S = Sensit ive] 
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l&k&.&u 

Produce a sustained yield of forage on a l l  lands avai lable  and su i tab le  for  
livestock grazing while maintaining o r  enhancing the productivity of the 
land.  

Quamzsi 

a .  Develop an acceptable balance between the avai lable  grazing capacity and 
l ives tock  numbers through proper monitoring of allotment management plans, 
t o  insure  t h a t  resource objectives a r e  met. 

b ,  Complete vegetative treatment projects  t ha t  a r e  prescribed i n  allotment 
management plans t h a t  a r e  compatible w i t h  other resources and a r e  cos t  
e f f ec t ive .  

C .  Complete coordinated resource management plans where p r iva t e  l a n d s ,  BLM 
lands  and o ther  Federal  lands can be managed i n  conjunction with National 
Fo res t  System lands. 

Manage 
r i p a r i a n  a reas ,  and fisheries habi ta t .  

l i ves tock  t o  recognize the  special  needs re la t ing  t o  wet meadows and 

a. Emphasize proper range management techniques t h a t  w i l l  improve l ivestock 
d i s t r i b u t i o n .  

b. U t i l i z e  the  l a t e s t  research information avai lable  i n  designing and 
implementing grazing systems. 

c. Fence developed spr ings o r  small wet meadows t h a t  cannot otherwise be 
protected.  

d .  Consider conversions from sheep allotments t o  c a t t l e  allotments only 
a f t e r  ca re fu l  consideration of these a reas  through an environmntal analysis  
process.  

Reduce c o n f l i c t s  between livestock and w i l d l i f e  for  forage on key winter 
ranges. 

Manage t h e  Cherry Springs, Monte Cris to ,  and &inn Wild Horse Te r r i t o r i e s  i n  
accordance w i t h  the  Wild Horse and Burro Act and the approved t e r r i t o r y  
plans. 

Maintain s e n s i t i v e  p l an t  species. 
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kh3U22 

Cooperate with the Animal Plant  and Health Inspection Service (APHIS) i n  
control l ing range pests  t h a t  could devastate rangelands. 

-1 #?% 

Support predator control program by making recommendations on t h e  need f o r  
cont ro l ,  methods to  be used, and spec ia l  precautions needed and by 
evaluating t h e  environmental effects of predator control.  

!&au24 

Emphasize the control of p r i o r i t y  1 noxious weeds. 

Ob.lectfves 

a. Cooperate with counties i n  the  treatment and control of noxious weeds. 

b. Re-treat those areas  where p r i o r i t y  1 noxious weeds have not  been 
eliminated and concentrate new treatment on those areas posing the  g r e a t e s t  
th rea t .  

zzQEi€i 

Harvest woodland products i n  coordination with other  resources and provide 
fo r  integrated pest  management. long-range objective is t o  manage wood 
products i n  an orderly long-term manner. 

The 

c&i3Lmi 
Promote the u t i l i z a t i o n  of f i re -k i l led  trees, chainings, and green pinyon- 
juniper through an aggressive firewood program. 

a. By 1995, harvest 200 cords of green hardwood annually for firewood or 
other  products. I n i t i a l l y ,  o f f e r  a t  l e a s t  50 cords per year. 

b. Develop a personal use firewood program t h a t  w i l l  provide 5,000 cords 
annually through the first two decades. 

c. Design sa l e s  of green softwoods t o  accomplish s i l v i c u l t u r a l ,  fue l  
management, w i l d l i f e ,  and other  resource management goals. 

d. Open pinyon-juniper areas planned for type conversion f o r  greenwood 
cut t ing  p r io r  t o  chaining or burning. 

e. Ut i l ize  the temporary roads concept t o  provide access t o  fuelwood not 
avai lable  by the existing road system. 
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Manage aspen and o the r  hardwoods t o  provide for a l i m i t e d  supply  of fire 
wood, other Forest products,  w i l d l i f e  bene f i t s ,  and stand rejuvenation. 

ma?du3 
Determine the management poten t ia l  of the pinyon-juniper cover type by 
conducting an inventory t o  ident i fy  management needs and opportunities and 
product ivi ty  l e v e l s ,  and subsequently ident i fying acceptable harvest  levels. - 
ibl3u29 

Provide water and so i l  resource input t o  other resource a c t i v i t i e s  t o  
p ro tec t  or improve water qua l i t y  and soil productivity.  

a. Iden t i fy  and adopt soil and water conservation measures applicable t o  
the Forest. 

b. Comply with s ta te  water q u a l i t y  standards during land management 
a c t i v i t y .  

c. Conduct hydrologic ana lys i s  on municipal watersheds and develop 
management plans where needed. 

EQaLEX! 

Inventory the so i l  and water resources of the Fores t  t o  develop 
in t e rp re t a t ion  of resource po ten t i a l  f o r  management. 

Ob.iectives 

a. Complete an order-three soil survey f o r  the Fores t  by 1995 i n  
cooperation w i t h  the National Cooperative So i l  Survey Program. 

b. Complete a mater resource inventory on o r i t i c a l  watersheds by 1995. 

QuantiPy and secure instream flow needs for National Fores t  purposes, 
including favorable flows of water based on the Organic Act and Mult iple  Use 
Act purposes. - 
a. 

b. Secure instream flows of  perennial streams and spr ings needed fo r  
maintenance of r i p a r i a n  and aquat ic  h a b i t a t s .  

Continue the water uses  inventory for the  Forest. 



Design and implement practices on-the-ground t h a t  w i l l  r e -es tab l i sh  
acceptable s o i l ,  hydrologic, and vegetative conditions which are s u f f i c i e n t  
t o  secure and maintain favorable water flow. 

a. Return degraded r ipar ian  ecosystems t o  t h e i r  natural  condition through 
completion of inventoried watershed re s to ra t ion  projects  and implementation 
of grazing systems. 

b. Give p r io r i ty  t o  problem areas i n  high value watersheds and where 
accelerated erosion ex i s t s  o r  erosion is rapidly increasing. 

Ident i fy  hab i t a t  types on the  Fores t  t o  a s s i s t  management dec is ions  
concerning resource use. 

Dhiectives 

a. 
survey program. 

b. 

Quantify p lan t  community po ten t i a l s  i n  conjunction with the Forest  s o i l  

Cooperate w i t h  agencies co l lec t ing  hab i t a t  and range si te information. 

u 
Develop a water quali ty monitoring plan of operation fo r  the  Forest .  

a. 
climate data .  

b. Quantify s o i l  loss tolerance l eve l s  on major s o i l  types f o r  d i f f e r e n t  
management a c t i v i t i e s .  

C. Establish water quantity and qua l i ty  monitoring on c r i t i c a l  watersheds. 

d .  Init iate monitoring of soil and water resources t o  determine resource  
poten t ia l s  fo r  management. 

e. 
each management area.  

Quantify plant  production po ten t i a l s  on range benchmark sites with s o i l /  

I n i t i a t e  development of a water qual i ty  monitoring plan of operat ion for 

MINERALS 

This goal was deleted because i t  was a dupl ica te  of Goal #40. 
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Goal #36 

Administer the mineral resources of the Humboldt National Forest to provide 
for the needs of the American people and to protect and conserve other 
resources. 

Goal 837 

Respond to operating plans within the regulated time frames and provide for 
environmental protection. 

Objectives 

a. Protect surface resources as much as possible and reclaim as soon as 
possible. 

b. Provide environmental assessment documents for smaller operators and act 
as third-party contract monitor on large operations. 

c. Process operating plans according to the 36 CFR 228 regulations and 
follcwup with compliance checks. 

d. Expedite the exploration and development of minerals resources for the 
needs of the public within environmental constraints. 

Goal 838 

Expedite oil/gas and geothermal activities. 

Objectives 

a. Evaluate exploration permit applications and administer those permits 
issued (seismic and other methods). 

b. Evaluate and forward recommendations through the Regional Forester to 
the Bureau of Land Management (ELM) for oil and gas lease applications. 

c. Evaluate and forward recommendations through the Regional Forester to 
BLM for geothermal lease applications. 

d. 
District Offices as quickly as possible. 

Goal #39 

Reduce the backlog of oil and gas lease applications. 

Objectives 

Evaluate 
tions held in suspense due to RARE I1 or other reasons. 

1 

Process oil/gas and geothermal lease applications through the S.O. and 

and forward recommendations to ELM for oil and gas lease applica- 
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Goal #40 

Integrate the exploration and development of mineral and energy resources 
w i t h  t he  use and protection of other  resources. Use special  s t ipu la t ions  
identified i n  Appendix H for mineral leases. 

0b.iectives 

a. Provide for  Forest Interdiscipl inary Team input on exploration, 
development and extraction plan proposals. 

b. 
a t imely  manner. 

c. Administer sa les  and free use of common variety minerals as needed. 

d. Evaluate existing withdrawals i n  accordance with FLPMA and Bureau of 

Complete mineral evaluations for land cases and development projects  i n  

Land Management regulations by 1986. 

e. I n i t i a t e  mineral withdrawals needed t o  protect  National Forest surface 
resources and areas of high investment (e.g. - Administrative Sites, 
Research Natural Areas, developed campgrounds etc. ), 

LANDS 
Goal H I  

Achieve the land ownership best  sui ted t o  managing the resources of the  
Humboldt National Forest. 

0b.iectives 

a. Uti l ize  Nevada Receipts Act funds t o  purchase lands within c r i t i c a l  
watersheds t o  prevent serious s o i l  and erosion problems and minimize the  
chance of damaging floods. 

b. Program t o  accomplish one land exchange per year t o  improve 
land ownership patterns and reduce management costs ,  w i t h  emphasis on those 
cases of 1,000+ acres. 

c. 

Goal #42 

Locate and mark National Forest boundaries, with emphasis on areas  where 
encroachment is suspected or may occur. 

0b.iectives 

a. 

Goal #43 

Provide access t o  National Forest lands needed f o r  publ ic  use, permittee 
a c t i v i t i e s  and administration. 

Complete the Ruby Mountain BLWForest Service interchange. 

Survey and post at  l e a s t  one mile of property l i n e  annually. 
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a. Program t o  acquire  two road or t ra i l  rights-of-way annually. 

&,&l 844 

Allow nonrecreation private s t r u c t u r e s  where p r iva t e  land is not ava ab .e 
and the appl icant  demonstrates through t h e  environmntal  analysis process 
t h a t  National Forest  is the best loca t ion  for t h e  s t ruc ture  and t h a t  
unacceptable impacts can be avoided. 

pp- 

a. Process appl ica t ions  for amendments and t r ans fe r s  of exis t ing permits 
within s i x  months. 

b. Process new spec ia l  use requests  within one year. 

Pro tec t  National Fores t  lands from trespass and undesirable occupancy. 

a. 
by 1986. 

E- T I  

Develop and implement a monitoring system t o  iden t i fy  occupancy t respass  

. Comniun- 

ciQdAI6 

Manage Forest  rad io  and communication system i n  accordance with the Forest  
Communications Plan. 

Qb&&msi 

a. Provide 
Forest-wide communications. 

b. Have Forest  microwave system operable by 1995 f i e l d  season. 

c. 

d .  Have a dis t r ibu ted  processing system (FLIPS) operational by 1987. 

a radio and communications system adequate t o  insure e f f i c i e n t ,  

Have Forest  land mobile radio system updated by 1995 f i e l d  season. 

A management program w i l l  be developed f o r  the  operation and maintenance of 
adminis t ra t ive sites, buildings and work centers  needed for  the economical 
and e f f i c i e n t  administration of t he  Forest .  
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Dbiec_tives 

a. Correct heal th ,  sa fe ty ,  and san i ta t ion  def ic ienc ies  a t  a l l  s i t e s  by the 
year 1990. 

b. Have approved si te plans for  a l l  f a c i l i t i e s  by the  year 1990. 

&2aLM 

A road management program w i l l  be established t o  develop and maintain a 
sa fe ,  economical, functional and environmentally sound t ransportat ion system 
tha t  serves the resource elements. 

a. Complete condition surveys and e s t ab l i sh  design c r i t e r i a  of a l l  
co l lec tor  and a r t e r i a l  roads by t h e  year 1995. 

b. Complete development of a road management program by the year 1990. 

c. Reconstruct f i ve  miles pe r  year of the a r t e r i a l  and co l l ec to r  road 
system s t a r t i ng  i n  1991. 

d. Concentrate road maintenance e f f o r t s  on a r t e r i a l  and co l l ec to r  roads and 
those loca l  roads c r i t i c a l  t o  resource management needs. Maintenance 
p r i o r i t i e s  are: 

(1) User safety.  
(2) 
( 3 )  User comfort. 

PROTECTION 

Control of erosion and environmental problems. 

G!x?aui& 

Develop a well-planned and executed f ire protect ion and f i re  use program 
t h a t  is cost  e f f i c i e n t  and responsive t o  land and resource management goals  
and objectives. 

a. Annually update the following F i r e  Management Action Plans t o  have the  
appropriate l eve l  of f i r e  readiness: 

-- Aviation Operation and Safety 

-- I n i t i a l  Action Programs ( run  cards) 

-- Reinforcement Actions 

-- Fi re  Tools and Caches 

-- Manning and Specific Action Plans 

-- Annual Mobilization and Operation Plan 
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b. 
and cont ro l  programs of Cooperative Forestry Assistance Act. 

c.  Include provisions i n  a l l  permits and use authorizations fo r  f i re  
prevention and suppression. 

d.  Emphasize cooperative f i r e  pro tec t ion  t o  provide fo r  j o i n t  f ire 
pro tec t ion  through o f f s e t  agreements, paid protection and combined f i r e  
force.  

Provide advice t o  r u r a l  communities about f i r e  protection and prevention 

Through cost-effect ive ana lys i s ,  develop an active f i re  prevention program 
with cooperating agencies t h a t  is directed towards spec i f i c  areas and causes 
based on probablity of occurrence, damages expected and program costs.  

A l l  f i re danger warnings or restriction not ices  w i l l  be removed no later 
than f i v e  days after the emergency is over. 

E n a l P U  

Maintain f i r e  suppression c a p a b i l i t i e s  which allow an appropriate 
suppression response t o  a l l  wildfires. 

a. 
and p ro tec t s  l i f e  and property. 

b. Each wi ldf i re  ign i t i on  w i l l  receive an appropriate response 
(confinement, containment o r  cont ro l ) .  

c. If the  wildf i re  escapes i n i t i a l  
based on an escaped f ire s i t u a t i o n  analysis .  

d .  The ex ten t  of  the suppression w i l l  be based on resource values, cos t s ,  
burning condi t ions,  safety, protect ion of pr iva te  property, spread po ten t i a l  
and f ire organization commitment. 

e. 
a cu r ren t  National F i r e  Management Analysis. 

Provide f ire suppression ac t ion  on a l l  w i l d f i r e s  which is cos t  e f f ec t ive  

a t tack the suppression decision w i l l  be 

Wildfire suppression shal l  be based on the threat of l i fe ,  property and 

Establish and maintain f u e l  mosaics which r e s u l t  i n  an acceptable hazard and 
spread po ten t i a l  of w i l d f i r e ,  allow an appropriate w i l d f i r e  suppression and 
con t r ibu te  t o  other  resource programs and aesthetics. 
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a. Use prescribed f i r e  when cos t  e f fec t ive  t o  achieve other  resource 
vegetative manipulation object ives  such a s  f o r  timber, w i l d l i f e  o r  range 
management. 

b. Prescribed fires using planned ign i t ions  may be used t o  dupl ica te  the  
recorded f ire frequency, s i z e  and e f f ec t .  

c. About 2,000 acres  of fbels w i l l  be treated annually. 

d .  Ut i l iza t ion  w i l l  be s t ressed  a s  t h e  primary method of fue l  reduction 
with follow-up treatment and/or burning as needed. 

e. Vegetative modification pro jec ts  should be designed t o  break up 
continuous f u e l  types. 

NFORMATION 

GQauFL! 

Resource Management - Inform the  public of National Forest  resource 
management a c t i v i t i e s  a s  re la ted t o  the nat ional  and loca l  economy. 

!&&%%!= 

a. 

b. Relate t h e  information t o  the management d i rec t ion  a s  es tabl ished i n  t h e  
Forest  Plan. 

Emphasize resource management as a cost-effect ive ac t iv i ty .  

!2Qau% 

Visitor Information Support - The Humboldt National Forest  w i l l  provide 
in t e rp re t ive  service programs t o  help resolve management c o n f l i c t s  and 
increase public understanding of National Forest  management. 

a. Provide safe and enjoyable use of recreat ion opportunities: 

( 1 )  Stress  the use  of volunteers t o  supplement the Forest  information 
program and t o  improve v i s i t o r  contacts.  

(2) Provide v i s i t o r  information services  a t  a l l  Ranger District Offices, 
Lehman Caves Vis i tor  Center during the  peak recreat ion season, and Forest  
Supervisor's Office. 

( 3 )  Provide and pa r t i c ipa t e  i n  appropriate public displays or  events. 

(4) Complete t imely updates of important Forest  publ icat ions including 
Forest  recreat ion maps and Travel Plan maps. 

(5)  Provide a system of information and signing, adequate t o  meet the 
public 8s needs. 
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b. Continue development of the Recreation Opportunity Guide. 

Environmental Education - Support the environmental education e f f o r t s  of t he  
l o c a l  school systems. - 
a. The Forest  w i l l  coordinate development of  environmental education sites 
and curriculum but  the programs w i l l  be administered by the par t ic ipa t ing  
schools. 

4 i Q a u s  

Public Involvement - Ensure appropriate  public pa r t i c ipa t ion  i n  National 
Fores t  planning and decision making. 

c!u&&sa 
a. Maintain full contact with a l l  government and spec ia l  i n t e r e s t  groups 
and the general  publ ic  by: 

(1)  Maintaining contact  w i th  s ta te  government uni t s .  

(2) Maintaining contact with t h e  s ta te  l e g i s l a t o r s .  

(3 )  Maintaining contact with Congressional delegation. 

(4) Maintaining contac t  with a l l  iden t i f i ed  special i n t e r e s t  groups 
including industry,  environment, r ec rea t ion  and permittees. 

( 5 )  Maintaining l o c a l  contac ts  w i l l  be District Ranger's respons ib i l i ty .  

(6)  Ensuring adequate publ ic  n o t i f i c a t i o n  by mass media, personal contact 
and direct mail t o  allow the publ ic  t o  pa r t i c ipa t e .  

Increase and maintain se rv ice  t o  the publ ic .  

Oblaatives 

a. 

b. Emphasize the HOST Program and "Service" concept through employee 
t ra in ing .  

C. Inform the publ ic  of Fores t  a c t i v i t i e s  and opportuni t ies  through t h e  
media. 

Increase publ ic  contacts i n  the f ie ld .  

(1) Provide weekly recrea t ion  r epor t s ,  as needed, t o  the media. 

(2) Provide cur ren t  recrea t ion  information t o  the media. 
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d. Improve appearance of f a c i l i t i e s ,  vehicles  and work areas.  

e. Redesign f a c i l i t i e s  and v i s i t o r  information centers  t o  accommodate 
elderly and handicapped persons. 

f.  Provide recreational opportunities such a s  trails on National Forest  
land adjacent t o  pr ivate  resor t s .  

g. Provide access t o  firewood. 

Goal # 58 

Perpetuate and protect br is t lecone pine. 

C. FOREST-WIDE STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES 

Management requirements necessary for  achieving goa ls  and object ives  a r e  
referred t o  a s  standards and guidelines.  These state the  bound o r  
constraints within which management prac t ices  w i l l  be performed. Within 
t h i s  document, the terms "standards" and "guidelines" are interchangeable 
wi th  no difference i n  meaning. The Forest-wide s tandards  and guidel ines  
described i n  the following sect ion were developed: 

(1  

(2) t o  d i r ec t  management prac t ices  t o  accomplish Forest-wide goa ls  and 
objectives. 

The application of standards and guidel ines  is intended as follows: 

-- Where conf l i c t s  occur among standards and guidel ines  the  conf l i c t  w i l l  
be resolved i n  favor of the  d i rec t ion  which produces the  g rea t e s t  degree of 
multiple use values (e.g., d i rec t ion  which benef i t s  three resource uses 
w i l l  be applied over 

-- Forest In te rd isc ip l inary  Teams should recommend t o  the  Forest  Management 
Team modifications of conf l ic t ing  guidel ines  or standards when such changes 
would eliminate the probabi l i ty  of conf l i c t  i n  similar s i t u a t i o n s  i n  the  
future. 

t o  resolve public issues and management concerns. 

d i rec t ion  which benef i t s  two or less resource uses) .  

Riparian Area Management 

Standards and guidelines f o r  r ipa r i an  a reas  can be found i n  a sub-section of 
the "Soil and Water" section. Additional standards and guidel ines  f o r  
r ipar ian areas  a r e  looated under other  resource headings, such as "Range", 
"Wildlife"," Recreation", e t c .  
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Tables IV-1, IV-2, and IV-3 on the following pages display projected average 
annual outputs, a c t i v i t i e s ,  and costs for the Forest Plan. 

PROJECTED FOREST PLAN OUTPUTS, ACTIVITIES, AND COSTS 
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E. DESIRED FUTURE CONDITION OF THE FOREST 

T h i s  sec t ion  is a descr ipt ion of t h e  desired future condition of t h e  Forest  
resul t ing from implementation of the Preferred Alternative described i n  the  
accompanying FEIS. 

Rex€&Lm 

Developed f a c i l i t i e s  w i l l  be operated a t  a reduced service leve l  during the  
pre- and post-vacation periods. All f a c i l i t i e s  w i l l  be operated a t  the 
standard service leve l  during the summer vacation period from June 1 t o  
September 10. 

Developed sites, both public and special  use, w i l l  be crowded or  over- 
crowded during peak use periods. The condition of developed recreat ion 
f a c i l i t i e s  w i l l  be improved t o  maintenance c l a s s  1. 

The condition of r ipar ian  a reas  within developed recreation sites w i l l  be 
maintained or  improved. Vegetation management plans w i l l  be developed f o r  
a l l  heavily used s i t e s .  

Trail conditions w i l l  be improved. Investment i n  t r a i l s  w i l l  not be l o s t  
through lack of maintenance. Adequate trailhead f a c i l i t i e s  for  dispersed 
recreation w i l l  be provided. 

Opportunitles t o  provide in te rpre t ive  information w i l l  be pursued. 

Projects t h a t  w i l l  benefi t  p u b l i c  health,  safety,  sani ta t ion and water 
supplies have highest p r i o r i t y  for  reconstruction. An average of 20 camping 
u n i t s  (100 PAOT's) w i l l  be r e b u i l t  annually over a 30 year period t o  replace 
worn out f a c i l i t i e s .  Some new construction w i l l  be relocated off floodplain 
areas t o  avoid f lood damage. 

Recreation special  uses w i l l  meet a t  l e a s t  minimm environmental and public 
service standards. Trailhead parking and sani ta t ion f a c i l i t i e s  for  cross- 
country ski ing and snowplay w i l l  b e  provided a t  trailhead locations. 

Demand f o r  developed recreat ion - public w i l l  be met u n t i l  about the year 
2000 when the Forest  w i l l  again be looking a t  recreation demand. 

Supply f o r  dispersed recreat ion w i l l  exceed demand through the planning 
period. 

Areas not  needed for  timber harvest and mineral development w i l l  be 
maintained f o r  primitive recreation: about 50 percent of these areas  w i l l  
be allocated t o  nonmotorized recreat ion and 50 percent t o  motorized. 

Completion 1988 w i l l  help 
to  guide management decisions and direct ion and w i l l  provide a necessary 
l ink  t o  the Nevada Sta te  Histor ic  Preservation Plan. In  t h e  Overview, a reas  
w i l l  be delineated for  moderate and h igh  archaeolpgical s ens i t i v i ty  so t h a t  
work can b e  targeted f o r  completion of a Forest-wide cu l tura l  resource 
inventory. 

of a comprehensive Cultural  Resource Overview by 
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The development of an inventory of National Register properties w i l l  provide 
a useful planning tool  f o r  the e f fec t ive  management of the cu l tu ra l  resource 
i n  -relation t o  other resource needs. This Plan provides for  t h e  National 
Register nomination of a t  least one property every two years u n t i l  the 
potent ia l  is reached. The Forest  a l s o  w i l l  develop and implement a plan f o r  
the public interpretat ion,  enhancement, arid protection of National Register 
quali ty properties. This Cultural  Resource Plan w i l l  be an i n t e g r a l  pa r t  of 
t h e  Overview mentioned above. 

Where motorized cross-country t rave l  causes unacceptable resource damage, 
user conf l ic t s  or safety problems, further ORV r e s t r i c t ions  may be imposed. 

A system of 1,000 miles of summer trails w i l l  be maintained, a l l  a t  Level 2 
or  bet ter .  Five miles of t r a i l  w i l l  be reconstructed o r  constructed 
annually. Snowmobile and cross-country s k i  t r a i l s  w i l l  be provided. No 
additional t r a i l s  were found su i tab le  for  inclusion i n  the National T ra i l  
System. 

Integrated pest  management techniques w i l l  be used t o  protect ,  
enhance recreation resources. 

maintain or  - 
This  a l ternat ive reaommends the following roadless areas be designated 
wilderness areas. 

This recommendation w i l l  receive further review and possible modification by 
the Chief of the Forest  Servioe, the Secretary of Agrioulture and the 
President of the United States .  Final  decisions on wilderness designation 
have been reserved by the Congress i t s e l f .  

These a r e  preliminary administrative recommendations. 

h 

Mount Moriah 
Bristlecone (Wheeler Peak) 
Ruby Mountains 
Grant Range 
Jarbidge 
East Humboldt 
Soldier Lake 

Aaxs 
60,700 
51,700 
55,600 
43,100 
26,400 
18,500 
1212M 
268,300 

These areas  w i l l  be managed and operated a t  the f u l l  service level .  A l l  
other roadless areas  w i l l  be managed for uses other than wilderness. - 
Current habi ta t  of threatened and endangered species w i l l  be maintained, and 
no conf l ic t s  with other uses w i l l  be allowed. In  addition, opportunities t o  
es tabl ish peregrine falcons i n  currently unoccupied habi ta t  w i l l  be 
implemented i n  cooperation wi th  the Nevada Department of W i l d l i f e ,  U.S. F i s h  
and Wildlife Service and the  Peregrine Fund. 



Fisheries habi ta t  i n  poor condition w i l l  be improved through coordinated 
management with other  resources and limited habi ta t  improvement projects 
designed t o  improve streambank cover, pool areas and streambank s t ab i l i t y .  
Existing r ipar ian  hab i t a t  w i l l  be maintained i n  a t  l e a s t  sat isfactory 
ecological condition. Big game winter range capacity w i l l  increase, 
predominantly through d i r e c t  habi ta t  improvements and coordination w i t h  the 
fuelwood program and l ivestock grazing. Big game and upland game summer 
ranges w i l l  be improved through coordination wi th  l ivestock and recreation 
a c t i v i t i e s .  

One of the goals  of t he  preferred a l te rna t ive  i s  t o  maintain habi ta t  for  a l l  
MIS a t  l eve ls  t ha t  exceed requirements f o r  minimum viable populations. 
Populations of a l l  hunted and fished MIS are expected t o  increase over 
current l eve l s ,  pa r t i cu la r ly  f i s h .  

&53s 

This  a l t e rna t ive  w i l l  produce 316,620 Am's by the  end of the planning 
horizon. The range conditions w i l l  continue t o  improve from the present 69 
percent i n  sa t i s fac tory  ecological condition t o  a t  l e a s t  80 percent. 
Allotment management plans w i l l  incorporate objectives and guidelines t o  
improve coordination with other  resources. The program for  noxious weed 
control  w i l l  be strengthed wi th  control e f fo r t s  on p r io r i ty  I and I1 noxious 
weeds. 

Sensit ive plant  species w i l l  be maintained. 

The Cherry Springs, Monte Cris to  and Quinn Wildhorse Ter r i to r ies  w i l l  be 
managed according t o  the  plans. 

Key big game winter ranges w i l l  continue t o  improve through close 
coordination e f f o r t s  and improvement projects.  

Predator control  w i l l  be allowed on grazing allotments where need is 
demonstrated. Integrated pest  management techniques w i l l  be used t o  
protect ,  maintain and improve range resources. 

xi.mL!w 
The pinyon-juniper cover type w i l l  be inventoried t o  determine i ts  
management potent ia l  by identifying management needs and opportunities and 
productivity l eve l s ,  and subsequently ident i f l ing acceptable harvest levels.  

The supply of firewood created by t h i s  a l te rna t ive  when added t o  existing 
dead timber, w i l l  meet the demand through 2030. 



Soi l  and W u  

Water quality w i l l  improve a t  a moderate leve l ,  while s o i l  productivity and 
quality w i l l  improve a t  a high level .  Watershed improvement w i l l  occur a t  a 
moderate r a t e ,  yet  current needs for  watershed improvement w i l l  no t  be 
sa t i s f ied  by the  end of the planning period. Reductions i n  s o i l  erosion 
w i l l  increase wi th  watershed protection, proceeding a t - a  moderate leve l  
through implementation of  s o i l  and water conservation measures. Soil  and 
water resource inventory w i l l  continue a s  w i l l  present coordination with 
c i t y ,  county and s t a t e  agencies. 

Water 

Congress has directed t h e  Forest  Service t o  administer National-Forest  
System lands for  multiple-use purposes. These purposes have been s t a t ed  i n  
the Organic Administration Act, Multiple-Use Sustained-Yield Act, Wilderness 
Act, Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, and other legis la t ion-and Executive Orders. 
The water needed t o  successfully accomplish the programs mandated by these 
ac t s  and Excecutive Orders w i l l  be protected. 

Water needed for National Forest  System management but not avai lable  under 
S ta te  law and-not meeting the Supreme Court c r i t e r i a  for  a reserved - r i g h t  
under  the Organic Administration Act, w i l l  be secured by citing t h e  appli-  
cable Federal and conditioning occupancy permits. 

Whenever water r igh ts  a r e  authorized by Federal-or S ta t e  law, these w i l l  be 
quantified, documented, and recorded. Applicable fees  w i l l  be paid by the 
benefiting function. 

A Federal reserved water r igh t  w i l l  be asserted for  water needed f o r  program 
of watershed management including f i r e  protection. A reserved r i g h t  w i l l  
a l so  be used t o  acquire water needed i n  the  form of instream flow s u f f i c i e n t  
t e  maintain s t a b i l i t y  of  the stream channel for  the purposes of securing 
favorable conditions of water flow and maintenance of f i s h  habi ta t .  

Quantification of stream flows t o  secure favorable conditions of water flow 
w i l l  be  accomplished over a ten-year per iod by pr ior i ty .  Immediate 
quantification w i l l  be done i n  support of Forest Service protests  -of  water 
r igh t  applications by others and for adjudications (Clover/Ruby Valley and 
Steptoe Valley). Second p r io r i ty  w i l l  be the progressive quant i f icat ion of 
instream flow needs a s  shown i n  Table IV-4. 
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TABLE IV-4 
Areas Proposed fo r  Instream Flow Quant i f icat ion 

Prioritr 

Snake Division 

Ruby Mountains 

East Humboldt 

Jarbidge Ranger Distriat 

Mountain C i t y  Ranger D i s t r i o t  

Ely Ranger D i s t r i o t  

Santa Rosa Ranger Di s t r io t  

k!inaE& 

The number of leases, permits and operating plans is expected t o  increase 
s l i g h t l y  throughout the  life of the  plan. Withdrawals and legislative 
requirements w i l l  r e s t r i o t  mineral development on 356,888 acres. 

The Forest  will expedite t h e  processing of oil and gas lease applications 
and locatable  mineral proposals. 
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Funding w i l l  allow proper evaluation of 234 leases  and operating plans by 
the end of the planning horizon. 

-- Locatable mineral operations proposals w i l l  b e  evaluated on a case-by- 
case bas i s  through the environmental analysis  process. Suff ic ient  d e t a i l  
w i l l  be required i n  t h e  operating proposals t o  ensure compliance with the  
approved plan. 

-- Reclamation w i l l  receive grea te r  emphasis. Operators w i l l  be responsible 
for  a l l  reasonable reclamation. Reclamation plans w i l l  b e  developed f o r  
each operation, with the technical assistance of Regional Office experts i n  
the more complex cases. 

-- Compliance inspections w i l l  be performed on a regular basis t o  insure the 
operation is being conducted t o  minimize surface resource impacts and 
unnecessary o r  undue degradation of the surface resources. 

-- Bonding requirements w i l l  be su f f i c i en t  t o  reclaim the surface resources 
impacted by the operation. Costs w i l l  be determined by us ing  standard cos t  
estimating guides and the technical expertise of S.O. and R.O. spec i a l i s t s .  

-- Minerallenergy road development w i l l  be coordinated w i t h  t he  Forest  
transportation plan. Existing and planned roads w i l l  used whenever 
possible. 

-- Seismic exploration w i l l  b e  allowed i n  proposed or  designated 
wildernesses only i n  these cases where it w i l l  not  cause degradation of the 
wilderness character is t ics .  

-- Leasable minerallenergy applications w i l l  be evaluated on an individual 
basis. The decision t o  lease and s i te-specif ic  s t ipu la t ions  w i l l  be deter-  
mined on a site-by-site basis.  Development a c t i v i t i e s  w i l l  be addressed by 
an interdiscipl inary f i e l d  analysis  and environmental assessment. 

-- Locatable mineral exploration, development and production a c t i v i t i e s  are 
expected Seismic exploration should increase 
a s  fur ther  oil/gas exploration takes place i n  the valleys flanking the  
Forest. Geothermal exploration w i l l  l i ke ly  remain a t  a low level. 

t o  continue a t  a high level .  

Appropriate 
i n  the " I n i t i a l  Attack Strategies" for  each management area.  

Prescribed f i r e  from planned igni t ions  w i l l  be used for  resource 
improvement. I n  the Jarbidge Wilderness and recommended wilderness areas ,  
unplanned igni t ions w i l l  be used t o  maintain natural  ecosystems. 
Manipulation of vegetation w i l l  provide adequate fuels reduction. 
Cooperative f ire protection w i l l  continue t o  b e  emphasized t o  provide f o r  
j o in t  f i r e  protection. An act ive f i r e  prevention program with cooperating 
agencies w i l l  be  developed. 

suppression response w i l l  be taken on a l l  wildf i res  as provided 
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Lands 

Lands w i l l  be acquired or disposed of a s  shown on the land adjustment maps. 
About 600 acres  of land w i l l  be exchanged annually. Land exchange of fers  
w i l l  be responded t o  within three months, and one land exchange a year w i l l  
be completed. 

Access t o  Forest  land  w i l l  be assured by acquisit ion of road and t r a i l  
rights-of-way. Two road o r  t r a i l  rights-of-way w i l l  be acquired annually 
u n t i l  needs are met. 

High p r io r i ty  w i l l  be given t o  meeting standards for  dam inspection. 
Emergency preparedness plans w i l l  b e  prepared f o r  a l l  dams. 

Utilities w i l l  be allowed i n  su i tab le  corridors.  

Current mineral withdrawals w i l l  be evaluated as required by law. It is 
expected t h a t  t h i s  evaluation w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  the revocation of some 
withdrawals. New mineral withdrawals w i l l  be evaluated f o r  future  high 
investment s i t e s  t h a t  a l s o  have high mineral potential .  

Special-use fee re turns  w i l l  increase as a r e s u l t  of new uses and higher 
fees.  

Property boundaries w i l l  be ident i f ied s u f f i c i e n t l y  t o  manage resource 
a c t i v i t i e s  and prevent inadvertent t respass .  

Five Research Natural Areas w i l l  be proposed. An Establishment Record w i l l  
be prepared and submit ted t o  the Regional Forester for  these f ive  areas .  
Designation of these Research Natural Areas w i l l  a s s i s t  i n  meeting research 
needs on the Humboldt National Forest and elsewhere i n  the western United 
States.  

Buildinsts and Administrative S i t e s  - Those buildings and associated support 
f a c i l i t i e s  essent ia l  t o  carrying out resource and management objectives 
s h a l l  be retained. A l l  hea l th  and safe ty  hazards sha l l  be corrected and 
these b u i l d i n g s  and u t i l i t y  systems s h a l l  be replaced or  rehabi l i ta ted as 
required t o  continue t o  meet heal th  and safety standards. The purpose of 
the maintenance program and rehabi l i ta t ion ,  when appropriate, is t o  protect 
and enhance the f a c i l i t y  investment and t o  keep maintenance costs  
reasonable. Some nonessential  facil i t ies w i l l  deter iorate  over time t o  the 
point they w i l l  no longer be able  t o  b e  sa fe ly  used and they w i l l  have t o  be 
removed or destroyed. A l l  CCC-Era buildings w i l l  be evaluated as  cu l tura l  
properties.  

TransDortation - The emphasis on the  road system w i l l  b e  t o  provide safe  
access t o  the Forest. Five miles of t he  a r t e r i a l  and col lector  road system 
w i l l  be reconstructed annually s t a r t i n g  1991. The objective o f  t h e  
reconstruction w i l l  be t o  keep these main roads safe  and passable. The 
reconstruction w i l l  cor rec t  any safety hazards, provide for  protection of 
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resources and correct any maintenance problems. User comfort and 
convenience w i l l  not be a prime consideration. Those roads essential t o  
meeting resource needs and management objectives w i l l  receive a t t en t ion  
first. 

Local road construction and reconstruction w i l l  occur almost so le ly  i n  
support of mineral ac t iv i t i e s .  Most of the roads associated with t h e  
minerals program w i l l  be very low standard exploration roads, through some 
higher standard roads may be b u i l t  i n  association with mine development. 
A l l  mining roads w i l l  be b u i l t  and maintained by the commercial user .  

Maintenance of Forest roads w i l l  emphasize user safety,  protect ion of 
resources and maintaining road access. Primary maintenance e f f o r t s  w i l l  be 
directed t o  keeping roads open and safe  par t icu lar ly  the a r t e r i a l  and 
co l lec tor  roads and those local  roads essent ia l  t o  meeting resource and 
management objectives. The proper signing of the roads is considered 
essent ia l  t o  user safety.  

Qggggcations - The Forest w i l l  es tabl ish a Forest-wide microwave and radio 
communication network by 1995. Existing radios a r e  now being replaced as 
quickly compatible 
with the anticipated microwave and radio system. 

&r ia l  P- - Resource a e r i a l  photography is scheduled for  replace- 
ment on twenty-year intervals .  The preferred replacement schedule would be 
a t  ten-year in t e rva l s .  Due t o  budgetary constraints ,  t h e  ten-year in te rva l  
was not feasible.  

Pisuals 

The VQO's fo r  t h s  a l te rna t ive  w i l l  be: 

a s  budgetary constraints allow with radios that  w i l l  be 

ALTERNATIVE K M ACRES CHANGE FRCM 
CATEGORY ( M  ACRES) PRESENT INVENTORY ........................................................................... 

Preservation 26 8 -312 
Re tention 84 0 
Pa r t i a l  Retention 674 248 
Modification 822 0 
M a x i m u m  Modification 6 80 0 - 
Increasing public use of the Forest w i l l  increase law enforcement problems. 
Cooperative law enforcement agreements with loca l  law enforcement agencies 
w i l l  be continued. 

F. MANAGEMENT AREA DIRECTION 

This section deserfbes the 16 management areas on the Humboldt -National 
Forest and the management direct ion and standards and guidel ines  t h a t  apply 
t o  each area. The standards and quidelines which apply universal ly  t o  a l l  
management areas a r e  discussed ea r l i e r  i n  the Chapter. The Forest  act ion 
schedules which list, by resource, specif ic  pro jec ts  t o  be accomplished each 
year a r e  shown a t  the end of t h i s  chapter. 
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The Forest was divided i n t o  management areas to  f a c i l i t a t e  implementaion of 
the Forest  Plan. Each management area is composed of contiguous lands with 
similar topography, geology, and land and resource uses. Seven of the 
management a reas  encompass the existing and recommended wilderness areas on 
t h e  Forest. While a l l  w i l l  be managed under the principles of multiple-use, 
d i f f e ren t  resources w i l l  be emphasized i n  d i f fe ren t  areas. The write-up for 
each management area includes: 

1. 
document). 

2. 

3. A brief descr ipt ion of the physical charac te r i s t ics  and 
s ign i f icant  resource s i t ua t ions  or  uses. 

4. 

5. The proposed and probable management practices,  the Management 
Information Handbook (MIH)  oode for  these practices,  the management 
d i rec t ion  and standards and guidelines. 

A locat ion map (on the  Forest  map, issued separately from t h i s  

The management area number and acreage. 

The management prescr ipt ion for  the area.  

Management Areas, l isted by name and acres follow: 

bREA NAW 

Mountain City 
East Humboldts 
East Humboldts Wilderness (Recommended) 
Ruby Mountains 
Ruby Mountains Wilderness (Recommended) 
Soldier Lake Wilderness (Recommended) 
Jarbidge 
Jarbidge Wilderness (Fxisting and Recommended) 
Mount Moriah 
M t  . Moriah Wilderness (Recommended) 
Schel l  
Snake 
Bristlecone Wilderness (Recommended) 
Ward Mountain 
White Pine 
Guinn 
G r a n t  Wilderness (Recommended) 
Santa Rosa 

&ius. 
518,031 
95,892 
181509 
263,971 
55,578 
12,314 

91,067 
44,558 
60,732 
281,478 
128,669 
51,712 
39,797 
344,57 5 
165,460 
43,144 
26 8.493 

175 960 

Any recommendation f o r  wilderness made i n  the following management areas is 
a preliminary administrative recommendation which w i l l  receive fu r the r  
review and possible modification by the Chief of the Forest  Service, the  
Secretary of Agriculture, and the President of the United States .  Final  
decisions on wilderness designation have been reserved by Congress. 
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MOUNTAIN CITY MANAGEMENT AREA - 518,031 ACRES 

&scriotio@ 

The Mountain C i t y  Management Area is looated north of Elko, Nevada, i n  
northeastern Elko County. is 
518,031 acres; 479,215 acres of which a r e  administered by t he  USDA Fores t  
Service and the remaining 38,826 acres  are privately owned. The management 
area surrounds the town s i t e  of Mountain City, Nevada, which was a 
withdrawal from the National Forest  i n  1941 by Congressional action. 

The highest points on the management a rea  are: Jacks Peak - 10,198 feet; 
Copper Mountain - 9,911 feet; McAffe Peak - 10,439 feet ;  and Merr i t t  
Mountain - 8,762 fee t .  The lowest elevations a r e  along the Bruneau River  
which a re  near 5,000 fee t .  

Main drainages are: the Bruneau River ,  Meadow Creek, McDonald Creek, Gwyhee 
River, and the North Fork of the  Humboldt River. These drainages flow 
through deep canyons and val leys  wi th  r e l a t ive ly  short  and steep drainages. 
The southeast part of the District i s  drained by the Humboldt River. The 
northern and southwestern port ions of the area drains  i n t o  the Snake River 
(Columbia River system) via  the Bruneau and the Ihyhee Rivers. 

Approximately 88,600 recreat ion v i s i t o r  days a r e  spent annually on the 
management area. Hunting and f ishing a c t i v i t i e s  a re  responsible for the 
majority of visits. Recreation use increased t o  a high of 180,000 v i s i t o r  
days i n  1972, b u t  dropped s t ead i ly  each year u n t i l  1979. In  1980, use 
showed an upward trend. The e f f e c t s  of a quota deer season (fewer permits),  
changes i n  the hunting and f ishing regulations,  and higher cost of gasol ine 
were probably causative t o  t h i s  reduction of use from 1973 u n t i l  1979. 

Wildhorse Reservoir (mostly outside the Forest boundary, however the dam is  
on the Forest) a t t r a c t s  t he  majority of  summer v i s i to r s .  There are three 
developed recreation areas;  B i g  Bend Campground, Jack Creek Campground, and 
the Wildhorse Crossing Campground. S t a t e  Highway 225 from Wildhorse Dam t o  
near Mountain City I s  a pleasing scenic d r i v e  and is a popular fishing area. 
There a r e  numerous undeveloped camping and picnicking sites which a r e  used 
primarily during the f a l l  hunting seasons each year. 

Of h i s to r i ca l  i n t e re s t  a r e  old mining towns such as: Mardis, Charleston and 
Gold Creek. There a r e  a l s o  numerous small campsites u t i l i zed  by e a r l y  
Americans scattered throughout the management area.  Some of these have been 
excavated and catalogued with no s igni f icant  sites located t o  date .  

Scenic areas of i n t e r e s t  a r e  the high portions of the Independence 
Mountains, t he  B u l l  Run Mountains, Pennsylvania Hill, Merri t t  Mountain, 
Copper Canyon, and Copper Basin. Most of these areas can be reached by 
vehicles. Backpacking as  a recreat ion experience has a very low occurrence 
with the exception of Camp Draw, a primitive trailhead f a c i l i t y  t o  the 
Jarbidge Wilderness Area. 

The gross  acreage within the management a rea  
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The airsheds over the management area a r e  c l ea r  and clean. Freeport Gold 
completed a m i l l  complex i n  June of  1981 end has been processing ore since 
then. They u t i l i z e  a small coal-fired p lan t  t o  heat water, but low sulphur 
coal is used with l i t t l e  or no resu l tan t  impact on a i r  quali ty.  No c i t i e s ,  
l a rge  indus t r i a l  p lan ts ,  or a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  present on or adJacent t o  the 
management area t h a t  a f fec t  t h i s  resource. This c l ea r  a i r  adds tangible 
enjoyment for recrea t ion is t s  and t ravelers .  

A subs tan t ia l  number of deer use the area a s  summer range. Primary deer 
winter areas  within the management a rea  include the southwest side of the 
Indpendence Range from Taylor Canyon t o  Marsh Creek, the upper Buneau River 
from Rattlesnake Creek t o  Coon Creek, lower Meadow Creek, and the Owyhee 
Canyon from Wildhorse Dam t o  Mountain City. Areas used during open winters 
include low elevat ions from Willard Creek t o  Indian Creek, and from J i m  
Creek t o  Stump Creek. The la rges t  wintering herds a r e  i n  the Bruneau River/ 
Meadow Creek and J e r i t t  CanyodMarsh Creek areas .  

Since 1972 deer numbers have declined. The primary browse available i n  
winter is sagebrush. In  general, b i t te rbrush  and other browse species a r e  
not  widespread on winter ranges and make up a much smaller portion of the  
avai lable  browse species.  The range has not  shown signs of  overuse with the 
present deer population. 

Many areas continue t o  have more beaver than the available willow and aspen 
food supply can support. This creates  some problems with loss of willow 
along stream courses and with aspen stands a good distance away from 
streams. Beaver a c t i v i t i e s  a lso cause cu lver t s  and roads t o  wash out during 
heavy spring flow. 

Predators include bobcats, coyotes, and mountain l ions.  The coyote 
population has increased i n  the past  f i ve  t o  six years with a resu l tan t  
increase i n  sheep losses. I n  areas where domestic sheep losses a r e  heavy, 
there  is an ongoing coyote control program. APHIS is responsible for t h i s  
control  and works closely w i t h  the Di s t r i c t  Ranger. Methods of control and 
locat ion of control  devices are  evaluated before any action is taken. 
Coyote impact on the deer population is not  known, but may be substant ia l .  

Riparian areas  cons is t  of narrow s t r ingers  along a l l  perennial water courses 
and numerous small meadows scattered throughout the management area.  
Increasing emphasis on the importance of these areas for diversified 
wi ld l i fe  hab i t a t  is occurring. I n  some areas.  l ivestock grazing i n  r ipar ian  
zones is too heavy and is creating conf l i c t s  with other values. This is 
primarily occurring on allotments without completed management systems and/ 
or a low l eve l  of improvement development. 

A good var ie ty  of raptors  occur w i t h  known res ident  species including the 
golden eagle, p r a i r i e  falcon, owls, r e d t a i l  hawk, marsh hawk, goshawk, 
osprey, and several  l e s s e r  hawk species. Migrating waterfowl and summer 
nesting sandhi l l  cranes a l so  use t h i s  area. A t  l e a s t  nine act ive golden 
eagle nests  a r e  present. 
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Fishing streams a re  l imited,  b u t  streams which run yearlong support good 
t rout  populations and receive some f i s h i n g  pressure. Limated stocking is 
practiced by t h e  Nevada Department of Wild l i f e .  Species found i n  mast 
streams a re  eastern brook and rainbow trout .  A high incidence of norgame 
f i s h  is found i n  the Bruneau River and some t r ibu ta r i e s  t o  the Gwyhee River. 

A threatened species of f i s h ,  Lahontan cut throat  t rou t ,  is present i n  
streams on the  eas t  s ide  of the Independence Mountain range. These streams 
are: Mahala Creek, Gance Creek, Warm Creek (a  t r ibutary of Gance Creek), t h e  
lower portion of California Creek, Foreman Creek, North Fork of the Humboldt 
River, An aquatic survey 
was completed during the summers of 1978 and 1979 on these streams. Many 
more occupied streams than anticipated were found during these s tudies .  
Because of  the more widespread d is t r ibu t ion  of t h i s  f i s h  than or ig ina l ly  
thought, e f for t s  have been made for the  U.S. F i s h  and Wildlife Service t o  
d e l i s t  the species. 

Upland game b i r d s  occur on much of t h i s  area. Species include chukar 
partridge,  California quai l ,  sage grouse, Hungarian partridge,  and blue 
grouse. The Nevada Department of Wildlife has transplanted some sharp-  
t a i led  grouse in to  t rad i t iona l  pas t  hab i t a t  areas  on the management a r e a  
and has introduced ruffed grouse i n  su i tab le  areas. 

A large quantity and variety of small nongame b i r d  species occur over most 
of the  management area. Many of these bird species a r e  migratory and only 
spend from a week t o  a month i n  t h i s  area. 

Winter game range is considered f a i r  o r  better with small, s t a n d s  
of bit terbrush,  ear ly  maturing grasses  (Idaho fescue, cheatgrass, and some 
blue grass) and both low and big sagebrush. P l a n t  vigor is good and s o i l  
s t a b i l i t y  is rated a s  f a i r  or better. Bitterbrush plants a r e  mostly mature 
and overmature with poor regeneration. In  addition, recent rodent g i rd l ing  
and t en t  ca t ep i l l a r  defol ia t ion has damaged some bi t terbrush and 
serviceberry plants. 

Livestock grazing has long been the  pr incipal  use on the management area 
which permits over 100,000 animal u n i t  months of actual  grazing annually. 
This grazing use is t h e  primary source of summer forage for c a t t l e  and sheep 
operations. These operations use pr ivate  land and adjacent BLM range f o r  
spring, fa l l  and winter grazing, w i t h  t h e  exception of f ive allotments which 
a re  grazed frcm early spring t o  ear ly  winter. Winter grazing by c a t t l e  
is a l so  permitted on the Bruneau Winter Allotment. Sheep numbers continue 
t o  decline primarily due the d i f f i c u l t y  of obtaining experienced and 
re l iab le  herders, r i s ing  production oosts ,  and extensive mining operations. 

Livestock owned by thirty-seven permittees graze on f i f ty- two allotments 
which is one of the most important contributions t o  t h e  economy of t he  
management area,  especially t o  the dependent community of Mountain City. 

Of the  t o t a l  of 1179,000 Forest  Service administered acres, 403,000 a r e  
l i s t ed  a s  su i tab le  f o r  livestock grazing. Overall, range condition is 
listed as fair  or  be t t e r .  In  some instances,  permitted l ivestock use 
exceeds carrying capacity. 

and Cole Canyon ( a  t r ibu tary  of the  North Fork). 

b u t  good 
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The North Fork/Jack Creek sheep driveway is 16 miles long and receives 
moderate t o  heavy use on an annual basis .  Vegetation and soil conditions 
a r e  f a i r  bu t  contain some areas with poor condition and minor soil erosion. 
A slow but apparently steady improvement i n  soil and vegetation conditions 
has occurred i n  the l a s t  f ive  years. T h i s  is p r i m a r i l y  due t o  less sheep 
use. 

The multi-agency Saval Research Project has been ongoing since 1978. This 
long-term study wi th  the BLM as t h e  lead agency is designed t o  intensely 
s tudy  the e f f e c t s  of a grazing system on a l l  other  resources w i t h i n  t he  
s tudy  area. "Base Line" data has been collected,  the approved s tudies  
implemented, and pa r t  of the improvements on pr iva te ,  BLM, and Forest  
Service administered lands completed. Total acreage of  the project is 
58,757 of which 16,841 i s  National Forest ,  28,091 is BLM, and 18,825 is 
private.  

Noxious weeds including black henbane, whitetop, Canada t h i s t l e  and leafy 
spurge occur over various pa r t s  of the area.  Leafy spurge may become a 
problem espec ia l ly  i n  the North Fork drainage, Mountain C i t y ,  and Sunflower 
allotments due  t o  infes ta t ions  on adjacent pr ivate  l ands .  Soil disturbance 
through mineral a c t i v i t i e s  a re  a l so  contributing t o  the increase i n  noxious 
weeds, pa r t i cu la r ly  i n  the Independence Range. 

Four conifer  species:  alpine fir, juniper,  limber pine, and whitebark pine 
a r e  present i n  small stands. Aspen is t h e  common broad leaf  t r ee  species 
and is found primarily along water courses, wet s i t e s ,  and i n  snowbank 
areas.  Very l i t t l e  of the timber (aspen, or conifer)  is merchantable due t o  
small stand s i z e ,  small diameter and poor quali ty.  Aspen is considered the 
most important speoies because it s t a b i l i z e s  the s o i l  along the stream 
courses, provides shade for l ivestock,  habi ta t  for wild l i fe  and f i s h ,  and a 
scenic environment for Forest v i s i t o r s .  

Some aspen is sold oommeroially a s  posts  and poles t o  loca l  ranchers, but 
t h i s  type of timber use is minimal.  A few oonifers a r e  sold as  Christmas 
t r e e s  for l oca l  use. No commercial s a l e s  of Christmas t r ees  have been made 
i n  the pas t  due t o  the limited occurrence of conifers.  Considerable 
firewood is gathered each year by loca l  res idents  and people from the Duck 
Valley Reservation. A minimum $5.00/0ord firewood permit is required. 
Approximately 430,000 board f e e t  of firewocd is sold annually. Mahogany is 
present but  not  i n  enough volume t o  have s igni f icant  commercial potential .  

Annual prec ip i ta t ion  var ies  from 8 t o  50 inches. Most of the precipi ta t ion 
falls  as snow, It is 
estimated t h a t  t he  management area produces approximately 380,000 acre-feet 
of water t o  off-Forest users. There is near t o t a l  dependency upon the 
management a rea  for water--both for i r r i ga t ion  and domestic uses. Needs for 
high qual i ty  water a r e  increasing i n  t h e  t h i s  area of Nevada. Because water 
is l i m i t e d  i n  t he  S ta t e ,  t h i s  resource is a t  a premium. 

The S ta t e  of Nevada is becoming increasingly aware of its water needs. 
"Water Rights" act ions and planning is increasing as  the culinary,  
l ivestock,  i r r i g a t i o n ,  and indus t r ia l  demands for water make Nevada's 
shortage of water more obvious. 

w i th  spring ra ins  a l so  adding considerable moisture. 



Most streams a re  i n  a s table  condition. Localized areas  of streambank or  
headcutting a r e  s t i l l  occurrlng but s tab le  and/or improving streambank 
conditions a re  present over t h e  vast  majority of the area. Some of these 
unfavorable conditions may be aggravated by livestock grazing on sensi t ive 
s o i l s .  

Mining and exploration ac t iv i ty  has increased a t  a r a p i d  pace throughout t h e  
management area. Valuable deposits of gold, s i l v e r ,  uranium, and ba r i t e  
have been discovered. The management area is highly mineralized, 
consequently additional exploration and ultimately future  development can be 
expected. 

The discovery of disseminated gold i n  the Independence Mountains l e d  t o  
extensive exploration and culminated w i t h  the development of Freeport Gold 
Company's mine/mill complex. This project produces about 300,000 ounces of 
gold each year. Proven ore reserves w i l l  sustain t h i s  operation f o r  over 10 
years. Continued exploration d r i l l i n g  on Freeport 's claim block has 
produced additional ore reserves. Three major exploration programs a r e  
being conducted on new disseminated gold properties as  of 1984. 

Small scale  mining operations a r e  scattered throughout the management area.  
These range from small open-pit mines t o  placer mining and dredging. The 
majority of current operating plans cover exploration a c t i v i t i e s  such a s  
d r i l l i n g ,  trenching, and road building. The major impacts from mining 
ac t iv i ty  are associated with the disturbance caused by construction of roads 
and d r i l l  pads. These impacts a r e  generally shor t  term and can be mitigated 
with proper reclamation requirements. Reclamation pract ices  a r e  proving t o  
be successful i n  returning disturbed areas t o  productive s t a t u s .  

There a re  38,816 acres  of pr ivate  land within t h i s  management area.  Much of 
t h i s  land occurs i n  40 and 80-acre tracts located a t  springs and along 
stream bottoms. Land exchanges have served t o  ease the administrative 
problems and provide other benefi ts  t o  National Forest  users. Lack of lega l  
access across pr ivate  land t o  the National Forest is a moderate problem. 
Access the 
west portion of the management area.  

A t  present,  there  a r e  approximately 60 special-use pe rmi t s  categorized i n t o  
the following headings: u t i l i t i e s  and communication, agr icu l tura l ,  
transportation, water, community, recreation, and indus t r ia l .  Telephone and 
powerlines authorized by permit provide needed u t i l i t i e s  fom persons l iving 
wi th ln  and outside the Forest boundary. In  addition, a TV antenna s i t e ,  
sewage disposal ponds, a water col lect ion system, and a cul inary water l i n e  
a r e  under permit on National Forest lands t o  benefi t  the res idents  of  
Mountain City. Numerous mining roads a r e  presently authorized by permi t  and 
more a r e  anticipated due t o  the large increase i n  mining related a c t i v i t i e s .  

Soi l s  i n  the management area have developed from a var ie ty  of d i f f e ren t  
parent materials including sedimentary material, volcanic and rhyo l i t i c  
material ,  and g ran i t i c  material. The sedimentary influence is g rea t e s t  i n  
t h e  Independence Range whi le  the influence of volcanic and rhyo l i t i c  
material  is g rea t e r  i n  the north-central par t  of the area.  The lnfuence of 
g ran i t i c  material is grea tes t  t o  the north and eas t .  

is needed along the eas t  s i d e  of t h e  Independence' Mountains and 
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Soils  depths t o  bedrock vary from eight inches or less near ridge tops t o  
six f e e t  or  more i n  drainage bottoms. Most of the s o i l  surface horizons a r e  
moderately f i n e  t o  f i n e  textures.  Generally, erosion hazard is s l i g h t  t o  
moderate, dependent upon the percent of t h e  slope. 

There a r e  653 miles of inventoried Forest roads and an estimated 250 miles 
of uninventoried roads. Vehicle use during the f a l l  and spring "wet" 
periods are a concern due t o  the underlying clay s t r a t a  on most roads. 

Temporary and permanent road closures a r e  only par t ly  successful due t o  the 
ro l l ing  topography and t h e  length of time needed t o  administer the closures. 
This s i t ua t ion  r e s u l t s  i n  the need for  substant ia l  maintenance annually b u t  
has surfacfng 
on some roads. Road maintenance, except on several high standard roads, is 
poor t o  inadequate and only occurs once every four t o  f ive years. Erosion 
problems r e su l t i ng  from the road system a re  present. Serious erosion 
problems a r e  present on the west s i d e  of the management area. 

The t ransportat ion system is of  adquate quali ty with the possible exception 
of access t o  the  headwaters of the Bruneau River where the  existing road 
l i e s  primarily on pr iva te  land. 

Following is a list of administrative f a c i l i t i e s  wi th in  the management area: 

1.  i9n 

Four dwellings,  one duplex, one garage, one workshop, one f i r e  warehouse, 
two potable water pump s t a t ions ,  two sewer systems with one large lagoon, 
one barn, one hayshed and storage yard and one bunkhouse a re  located on a 
750-acre administrative si te.  

A long-range plan has been developed t o  move t h e  administrative s i te  located 
on a poten t ia l ly  hazardous floodplain t o  a nearby upland location. The 
office is under a l ea se  agreement i n  Mountain City and has been operational 
since October of 1980. There is a need f o r  owned rather  than leased office 
space. 

2. Gold C r  eek Work Cen t c  

been p a r t l y  a l lev ia ted  w i t h  the completion of rock aggregate 

One d w e l l i n g ,  one bunkhouse, one generator/workshop, one gas house, two 
storage bui ldings,  one kitchedmess h a l l ,  two one-room crew buildings, and 
one storage yard are located on a 222-acre s i t e .  This s i t e  has been used i n  
the p a s t  as a r e s iden t i a l  complex for  Human Resource Programs. 

The Gold Creek S i t e  is 25 miles from the Mountain City Ranger Station. 
Meadows a t  t h i s  and hay for  the Di s t r i c t  pack 
and saddle stock. 

s t a t i o n  provide f a l l  grazing 

One-room guard s t a t i o n  on a 60-acre s i te .  
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u. Writt 

One 
on the management area.  

The Merritt Mountain radio relay gives adequate radio coverage for 
approximately 75 percent of the area.  Access t o  the site for repa i r  and 
maintenance is d i f f i cu l t ,  especially during the spring and fall "wet" 
periods. During the  winter, access is dependent upon favorable snow 
conditions t o  enable over-snow machines t o  reach the s i t e .  The south and 
west s ides  of t h i s  management area currently do not have adequate r ad io  
coverage. 

A public service s i te  of 280 acres i n  Section 21, 
from mineral entry.  

In  1905, 80 acres were withdrawn for an administrative s i t e  i n  Section 21, 
T40N, R54E. This undeveloped s i t e  is on Mahala Creek, about a half-mile 
eas t  of the  contiguous Forest boundary. 

Cover type and climatic variations throughout the management a rea  typ ica l ly  
cause d i f fe ren t  burning conditions and hazards. The Bruneau River and 
Meadow Creek drainages account for a large percent of annual acreage burned. 
In  t h i s  area annual grasses or dry stands of flammable cheatgrass and s t eep  
slopes contribute t o  t h e  rapid spread of fires. Both of these a reas  are 
high value deer winter ranges and p a r t  of t h i s  important deer winter h a b i t a t  
has been l o s t  since 1958, due t o  large rapidly moving fires. 

F i res  i n  t h i s  whole area of ten move extremely fas t  during the  burning period 
but generally,  l a y  down a t  night. Nearly half  of the  fires have been man 
caused. Rate of spread over most of the area is classed a s  medium t o  high, 
with low resis tance t o  control. I n i t i a l  a t tack r e spons ib i l i t i e s  have been 
contracted t o  the  Nevada Division of Forestry since 1980. 

The use of f i r e  a s  a management too l  has not been explored intensively.  
However, t h e  potent ia l  t o  reap some benefits  c lear ly  exists. 

small concrete building which houses the only F o r e s t  Service Link Relay 

T44N, R52E, was withdrawn 
No improvements a re  on t h e  s i t e .  

- 
Recreation: Existing developed s i t e s  w i l l  be improved and 

maintained a t  Big Bend, Jacks Creek, and Wildhorse 
Crossing campgrounds. Dispersed recrea t ion  w i l l  b e  
emphasized on the remainder of t h e  management area. 
Trailhead faci l i t ies  a t  Camp Draw and a snowmobile 
t r a i l  between Wildhorse and Jarbidge w i l l  be 
constructed as funds become available.  

Wi ld l i f e  and Fish: Habitat w i l l  be protected with emphasis on 
improvement of key habi ta t  such a s  winter range, 
fawning, and brooding areas.  B i g  game summer 
ranges w i l l  be considered when planning for o the r  
resources. Maintain or  s l i gh t ly  increase aquatic 
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Range: 

Timber: 

Water and Soil:  

Lands: 

h a b i t a t  productivity through d i r e c t  habi ta t  
improvement, coordinated with management of other 
resources. Emphasis w i l l  be  placed upon improvlng 
habi ta t  for  t h e  Federally l i s t e d  Lahontan cut throat  
t rou t  through coordinated management and 
cooperation with the U.S. Fish and W i l d l i f e  Service 
and NDOW through d i r ec t  habi ta t  improvements. 

Livestock grazing w i l l  continue t o  be a major use 
of the area. Range improvements w i l l  be 
maintained, constructed, and reconstructed. 

Firewood production w i l l  continue t o  be t he  main 
use of timber resources on the area.  Aspen, 
subalpine f ir ,  and mahogany a r e  u t i l i zed  for t h i s  
purpose. The timber resource w i l l  be enhanced 
through t r e e  plantings where feasible .  

Maintain water quali ty and soil prcductivity.  
Management a c t i v i t i e s  of a l l  resources must protect  
o r  enhance s o i l  and water resources and comply w i t h  
applicable laws and regulations. Soi l  and water 
projects  w i l l  emphasize protection, disturbed area 
reclamation, emergency burn rehabi l i ta t ion ,  and 
increasing water y i e l d  and s o i l  productivity. 

Land exchanges, acquisit ions,  and rights-of-way, 
w i l l  be used t o  provide public access and block-up 
land  for  more e f f i c i en t  management. Researah and 
special  studies w i l l  be  allowed. 

It has  been discussed and proposed t h a t  sca t te red ,  
isolated parcels of BLM lands adjacent t o  t h i s  
management area be transferred t o  the  Forest  
Service t o  improve management efficiency. These 
pamels  a re  located adjacent t o  National Forest  
System lands along the eastern edge of t h e  Indepen- 
dence Range and the northeast  corner of t h i s  area. 
If congressional l eg i s t l a t ion  is enacted the a reas  
will be managed as  outlined i n  current  management 
plans prepared by t h e  BLM or  a s  otherwise specified 
i n  the legis la t ion.  

Active special  uses include ou t f i t t i ng  and guiding, 
water and power transmission lines, roads, 
e lectronic  s i t e s  and other temporary uses. 
Additional proposed uses t h a t  are needed, 
reasonable, environmentally appropriate,  and within 
Forest  Service policy w i l l  continue t o  be approved 
on a case-by-case bas i s .  
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Faci l i t i es :  

Protection: 

Minerals : 

Forest Service administrative f a c i l i t i e s  w i l l  be 
constructed and maintained a s  needed. Old 
f a c i l i t i e s  possessing no h i s to r i c  value w i l l  be 
removed. 

The extent  of f i r e  protection w i l l  be commensurate 
with the value of the resources being protected. 
F i re  will be used as a management tool .  

Mineral exploration, leasing and development w i l l  
continue within Forest  Service surface use 
regulations i n  coordination with other resources. 
Emphasis is t o  encourage lawful minerals a c t i v i t i e s  
while protecting renewable surface resources. 
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RUBY MOUNTAINS MANAGEMENT AREA - 263,971 ACRES 

Descr in t ion  

The Ruby Mountains Management Area l ies approximately 30 miles e a s t  of Elko, 
Nevada. Extending from the  Secret Pass Highway south 70 miles t o  Overland 
Pass, the area encompasses 245,411 acres  of National Forest  administered 
l a n d  and approximately 18,560 acres  of private land. The lands s i tua t ion  is 
complicated by contiguous p r i v a t e  land,  which borders t he  area along 7 
percent of its boundary. The management area surrounds, b u t  does not 
include the Ruby Mountain Wilderness Management Area o r  the Soldier Lake 
Management Area which dominate the  higher elevations. 

The area's  topography is general ly  characterized by steep slopes dissected 
by deep, narrow canyons. 

Vegetation is diverse,  varying from t h a t  associated wi th  the sagebrush 
steppes t o  t h a t  cha rac t e r i s t i c  of sub-alpine zones. 

Lamoille Canyon, located 25 miles southeast of Elko, provides spectacular 
views of t h e  surounding rugged mountains and glaciated canyons. A s  a r e su l t  
of the canyon's the canyon a t t r a c t s  many 
v i s i to r s  each year. Three developed sites exist  in t h e  canyon. The Thomas 
Canyon Campground and the Power House Day Use S i t e  both receive heavy 
pressure while the Terraces Day Use S i t e  receives only a moderate degree 
of use. None of these developed s i t e s  have been maintained t o  the 
standard a t  which they were b u i l t .  

Lamoille Canyon Scenic Area is used heavily for viewing by motorists and as 
a trailhead in to  the Ruby Mountains RARE I1 area. Because of the high 
standard highway i n  the canyon, t h e  "Self-Guided Auto Tour" receives the 
bulk of t h i s  use while t he  t ra i lhead  a t  the end of t he  highway is heavily 
used, accounting for  60 percent of t h e  use i n  the proposed wilderness. 

Dispersed recreat ion use i s  concentrated i n  the v i c i n i t y  of the Harrison 
Pass Road. Common a c t i v i t i e s  include hunting, f i s h i n g ,  and collecting 
miscellaneous Forest products. The Ruby Mountains a r e  recognized as  a 
premier hunting area for both r e s iden t  and non-resident hunters. 

Grazing s ingle  use occuring i n  
the area. Cat t le  make extensive use of nearly a l l  the canyons and flat  
areas.  Total use represents 
approximatley 30,000 AUM's.  Where AMP's have been f u l l y  implemented, range 
condition is generally i n  an upward trend; while allotrcents without 
implemented management plans exh ib i t  a downward trend. A l l  allotment plans, 
about 33, have been prepared however, only approximately 75 percent of these 
are f u l l y  implemented a t  t h i s  time. There is one wi ld  horse t e r r i t o ry  on 
the very south end of t h i s  u n i t  with capacity for 40 t o  50 head of horses. 
Periodic reductions i n  horse numbers are required. 

scenic value and a paved highway, 

of domestic l ivestock is the  most prominent 

Sheep grazing Occurs i n  the  higher elevations. 
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Dry fuel wood ex i s t s  i n  only l i m i t e d  amounts over the u n i t ,  while demand is 
high. Because of the steep t e r r a i n ,  aspen is available only i n  small 
isolated patches. There a re  several  pinyon-juniper stands which a r e  
somewhat more accessible than the aspen but these a r e  mostly green stands.  

The Ruby Mountains a re  home t o  one of the l a rges t  mule deer herds i n  Nevada. 
Nearly a l l  the un i t  provides su i t ab le  summer habi ta t  with some of the low 
lying areas a l so  serving as  winter habi ta t .  Those ranges ident i f ied  by 
NDOW a s  having major winter significance a r e  the East Ruby Bench, Green 
Mountain Bench, Thorpe-Secret Creek, and Corral-Pearl Creek. 

Populations of sage grouse, chukar, blue grouse, and Hungarian par t r idge 
a l l  e x i s t  throughout the uni t .  The lower elevations a r e  primarily summer 
habi ta t  for sage grouse, w i t h  only a limited number of s t r u t t i n g  grounds and 
one key wintering s i t e  south of Shanty Town. The other species f i n d  year- 
long habi ta t  i n  the range. 

The area 's  f i sher ies  support brook, rainbow, and the threatened Lahontan 
cut throat  t rout .  

There is one patented mining claim on Bat t le  Creek and numerous nonpatented 
claims from t h i s  area south. Some oil and gas leases ex i s t  and there  is a 
poss ib i l i ty  f o r  geothermal development. A moderate amount of exploration 
a c t i v i t y  has been associated the t h e  claims and leases. 

A r e l a t ive ly  la rge  portion of the u n i t  has a l ternat ing ownership of Federal 
and pr ivate  land. Consolidation of ownership through an exchange process is 
being emphazised. 

Two land exchange proposals a r e  current ly  being evaluated. 

On the south portion of the uni t  there  is an adequate road t ranspor ta t ion  
system. From Harrison Pass north access is l i m i t e d .  Ef for t s  t o  acquire  
access a r e  being t ied t o  possible land exchanges. As opportunities arise 
other access w i l l  a l so  be acquired. 

The Ruby Crest  Trail has been listed on the  National Register. Adequate 
maintenance money has not been forthcoming the l a s t  two t o  three years. 
Ef for t s  a r e  concentrated i n  the head of Lamoille Canyon, and from Liberty 
Pass t o  Overland Lake. Only occasional work is done on the Overland t r a i l ,  
while others  are being completely ignored. The t r a i l s  need considerable 
work j u s t  from a safety standpoint. This neglect of t h e  t r a i l  system 
coupled with the shortage of road access is making it increasingly d i f f i c u l t  
t o  administer much of t h e  area. 

During the 1970 decade, 32 fires were documented on t h i s  management area. 
Lightning s t r l k e s  were responsible for 22 of thse wildf i res  while 10 were 
man caused. The la rges t  fires f o r  t h i s  decade were recorded i n  1979 and 
burned 1200, 5500, and 8230 acres. Dry, hot conditions were responsible for  
the high f i r e  ac t iv i ty  recorded f o r  t h i s  management area. His tor ica l ly  
la rge  f i r e s ,  g rea te r  than 1000 acres ,  have occurred on the southern port ion 
of t h i s  management area on a regular basis. Under a cooperative agreement, 
the Nevada Department of Forestry handles i n i t i a l  a t tack on f i r e s  i n  t h i s  
uni t .  
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Considerable  e f f o r t  has  been made i n  eva lua t ing  c u l t u r a l  r e sources  i n  
conjunct ion  wi th  the land exchange program on t h e  north end o f  t h e  u n i t .  
The rest of  t h e  u n i t  has  had only l i m i t e d  work associated w i t h  land 
d i s t u r b i n g  a c t i v i t i e s .  Nominations t o  t h e  National Regis te r  can be 
expected. 

This area is considered an extremely important  watershed, as a l l  o f  the 
streams o r i g i n a t i n g  on t h e  a r e a  are used f o r  i r r i g a t i o n  on p r i v a t e  land 
surrounding t h e  mountain. It is expected t h a t  t h e  o f f - s i t e  demands placed 
on these  water sources  w i l l  i nc rease  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  i n  the  f u t u r e ,  t hus  
inc reas ing  t h e  chance of adverse impacts on Fores t  management needs such as 
l i v e s t o c k ,  w i l d l i f e ,  developed r e c r e a t i o n  and f i s h e r i e s .  

A t  the  high e l e v a t i o n s  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  Pea r l  Peak, which is being 
considered f o r  Research Natural  Area des igna t ion ,  there  are s t a n d s  of 
b r i s t l e c o n e  p i n e  which may have va lue  f o r  t r e e  r ing  s tud ie s .  E f f o r t s  are 
d i r e c t e d  a t  p r o t e c t i n g  t h i s  area, inc luding  keeping it i so la t ed  from roads 
and other  improvements. 

Recreation: 

Range: 

Wildlife: 

Maintain t h e  developed sites t o  a s tandard t h a t  
a s su res  publ ic  use  and safe ty .  Spec ia l  emphasis 
w i l l  be  g iven  t o  t h e  Thomas Canyon Campground and 
t h e  self-guided au to  tou r  up Lamoille Canyon. 
Dispersed r e c r e a t i o n  e f f o r t s  w i l l  focus  on the 
Scenic Area i n  Lamoille Canyon and motorized use 
i n  Harrison Pass.  Trail  use f o r  hunting, f i s h i n g ,  
hiking and backpacking w i l l  r ece ive  s p e c i a l  
cons idera t ion .  Development of needed trails and 
t r a i l h e a d s  t o  s e r v e  the  a reas  open t o  p u b l i c  access  
w i l l  cont inue.  

Optimize product ion and u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  forage  
a v a i l a b l e  f o r  l i ves tock  use,  c o n s i s t e n t  wi th  
maintaining t h e  environment, and providing f o r  
mul t ip le  u se  of t h e  range. Cul tura l  p r a c t i c e s  and 
s t r u c t u r a l  improvements may be  used t o  accomplish 
t h i s  t a sk .  

Emphasize management p rac t i ces  on key mule deer 
win ter  a r e a s  which promote those h a b i t a t  components 
f o r  mule deer. Continue t o  i d e n t i f y  areas o f  
s i g n i f i c a n t  importance t o  the  management i n d i c a t o r  
species. Continue t o  monitor and provide for 
improvement i n  f i s h e r i e s  h a b i t a t .  Emphasize 
coord ina t ion  between resources  a s  a means f o r  
increas ing  h a b i t a t  improvement. Emphasis w i l l  be 
placed upon improving h a b i t a t  f o r  t h e  Fede ra l ly  
l i s t e d  Lahontan c u t t h r o a t  t r o u t  through coordinated 
management, coopera t ion  with NDOW and t h e  U.S. F i sh  
and W i l d l i f e  Serv ice  and through direct  h a b i t a t  
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Timber: 

Minerals: 

Water: 

Lands: 

Fac i l i t i es :  

improvements. In  addition, the Forest  w i l l  
cooperate wi th  NDOW and t h e  U.S. F i s h  and Wildlife 
Service i n  recovery e f f o r t s  for  the peregrwe 
falcon i n  Ruby Valley. 

Provide f o r  harvesting of available fuelwocd and 
Christmas t r e e s  . Uti l ize  greenwood cut t ing  t o  
improve wi ld l i fe  hab i t a t  on an planned basis .  

Encourage lawful mineral a c t i v i t i e s  wh i l e  
protecting renewable surface resources and allowing 
other resource a c t i v i t i e s  t o  occur. 

Protect the quali ty and quantity of water produced 
on the area while providing f o r  Fores t  management. 

Emphasize consolidation of ownership through t h e  
exchange process. Acquire needed public access 
where possible i n  conjunction with land exchanges. 
Allow for  speical  uses  such as  u t i l i t y  cor r idors ,  
electronic sites, outfi t ter-guides,  ski ing,  summer 
homes, and organizational camp. 

It has been discussed and proposed t h a t  scat tered 
isolated parcels of BLM lands adjacent t o  t h i s  
management area b e  transferred t o  the  Forest  
Service t o  improve management efficiency. These 
parcels a r e  located adjacent t o  National Forest  
System lands along the eastern and western edges of 
t h i s  area. If  congressional leg is la t ion  is enacted 
the areas w i l l  b e  managed as outlined i n  current  
management plans prepared by the BLM or as 
otherwise specified i n  the legis la t ion.  

A Research Natural Area is recommended on Pearl  
Peak; an Establishment Record w i l l  b e  prepared and 
submit ted t o  the Regional Forester.  

Maintain and construct needed roads, t r a i l s  and 
trailheads i n  coordination with other resource 
ac t iv i t i e s .  Provide for  needed administrative 
f a c i l i t i e s  a t  selected administrative sites. 
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RUBY MOUNTAINS RECOMMENDED WILDERNESS 
AREA - 55,600 ACRES 

nasoriDtion 

The Ruby Mountains Recommended Wilderness Management Area, extending from 
the head of  Lamoille Canyon almost t o  Harrison Pass, dominates the high 
elevations of t he  Ruby Mountains. The area is characterized by rugged 
topography and a lp ine  scenic values. 

Although dispersed recreation use is only moderate t o  l i g h t  over t h e  area,  
the many p r i s t i n e  lakes  and the remote wilderness character of the area make 
it a popular dest inat ion for  hikers ,  backpackers, and fishermen. The 
majority of people enter  a t  Lamoille Canyon and explore the length of the 
u n i t  via  the high standard Ruby Crest Trail. 

Important hab i t a t  f o r  blue grouse occurs over the entire area. There is a 
resident  herd of mountain goats  which were introduced i n  the 1960's. Mule 
deer make use of the area i n  summer. There is l i t t l e  winter use made by 
wi ld l i fe  other  than the  goats,  due t o  t h e  prohibi t ive cold and snow depth. 

Grazing by domestic livestook is of seoondary importance on t h i s  area. The 
rugged t e r r a i n  and, laok of access t o  the Forest below 
the u n i t ,  precludes it from ever being cri t ical  t o  the  l ivestock industry. 
Portions of the a reas  a re  now closed t o  grazing, while some sheep allotments 
are vacant, and others  a r e  i n  a nonuse s t a tus .  

The small amount of  pr iva te  land i n  the  u n i t  is located on very steep and 
rocky te r ra in .  It is very questionable tha t  it could ever be developed for  
use other than j u s t  viewing. This  land is current ly  being evaluated for  
acquis i t ion i n  a land exchange action. 

There is a l i t t l e  mineralization known t o  occur i n  the un i t  and there  a r e  no 
exis t ing operating plans. 

The Ruby Crest Trail has been listed on the  National Register. Maintenance 
is concentrated i n  the head of Lamoille Canyon and Liberty Pass t o  Overland 
Lake. Only occasional work is done on t h e  Overland t r a i l  and others a r e  
being completely ignored. 

Between 1970 and 1980, there was one recorded man-caused wildfire for  t h i s  
management area.  This f i r e  was less than one acre  i n  size.  There a r e  
records of numerous small wildfires occurring on a regular basis  since the  
ear ly  1930,s. 

Protection is not a problem as the  rocky t e r r a in  limits the poss ib i l i t i e s  
f o r  any b u t  small localized 

The upper pa r t  of Se i tz  Canyon is being considered for Research Natural Area 
designation. 

t o  a l e s s e r  degree, i 

1; 

fires. 
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Wilderness: 

Recreation: 

Range: 

Minerals : 

Lands : 

Protection: 

This area w i l l  be managed t o  preserve its 
wilderness charac te r i s t ics  pending a designation by 
Congress. The ecosystems w i l l  be allowed t o  
function without man-caused interference,  except 
f o r  f i r e  control. 

Manage recreation a c t i v i t i e s  t o  be compatible w i t h  
the wilderness resource. Work with wilderness 
users through permits, t r a i l  development, and 
o u t f i t t e r  permits t o  avoid overuse of t he  more 
popular areas.  

Manage l ivestock use t o  be compatible with the  
wilderness resource. Livestock numbers on ex is t ing  
allotments w i l l  be managed within grazing 
capaci t ies  t o  avoid detract ing from wilderness 
values. 

Manage minerals and energy development a c t i v i t i e s  
t o  protect  t he  wilderness resource. 

Try t o  acquire the pr iva te  land i n  the u n i t  through 
a land exchange program. 

A Research Natural Area is recommended i n  Se i t z  
Canyon; an Establishment Record w i l l  be prepared 
and submi t ted  t o  the Regional Forester.  

A l l o w  f i r e  t o  express its natural  ro l e  i n  the 
ecosystem. 

Wildlife and Fish: Maintain wi ld l i fe  and f i s h  hab i t a t  i n  coordination 
with other uses. 
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EAST HUMBOLDT MANAGEMENT AREA - 62,292 ACRES 

The East Humboldt Management Area is located on the extreme north end of t h e  
Ruby Mountains. Extending from Wells, Nevada south t o  the Secret Pass 
Highway, the area encompasses approximately 62,292 acres cf National Fores t  
land and approximately 33,600 acres  of private land held w i t h i n  Fores t  
boundaries. The lands s i t ua t ion  is fur ther  complicated by contiguous 
private land which borders the area along approximately 80 percent of its 
boundary. 

Elevations range from 5700 f e e t  a t  t he  base of the mountain t o  over 11,000 
f ee t  a t  Hole-in-the Mountain Peak. The area 's  topography is characterized 
by steep slopes, deeply dissected by narrow canyons. 

Developed recreation s i t e s  exist a t  Angel Lake and Angel Creek. These sites 
have a high standard surfaced road leading t o  them as  well as surfaced roads 
and pads i n  the s t i e s .  The water systems were brought t o  s t a t e  standards i n  
1984 and are i n  good operating condition. Fees a r e  being charged a t  both 
s i t e s .  Use in tens i ty  is current ly  a t  a moderate level .  Because of a 
shortage of funds over the l a s t  several years ne i ther  s i te  has been 
maintained to  the standard a t  which they were bu i l t .  This however, has no t  
detracted from the s i t e s '  appearance a s  they a re  still f u l l y  functional.  

The t r a i l  system over the management area was largely abandoned u n t i l  1984 
because of no funds t o  maintain it. Many of  the trails a r e  nearly 
impassable. In  1983 a public access for  foot and horse use was acquired 
from Secret Pass i n t o  the Stevens Creek area. Considerable e f f o r t  has s ince  
been p u t  i n to  bringing t h i s  t r a i l  and the lower t r a i l  conecting the Boulder 
Creeks t o  a f u l l y  functional leve l .  Additionally the Winchell Lake and 
Gray's Lake A t  present l eve l s  
of financing it i s  questionable t h a t  the r e s t  of t he  t r a i l  system i n  t h i s  
area can be maintained. With the use of the Nevada S ta t e  Honors Camps it 
may be possible t o  bring the whole t r a i l  system t o  a highly maintained level 
over a period of several  years. Evaluation of the use of the Honors Camp 
for  t h i s  purspose is still  going on. 

Private sector  developers i d e n t i f i e d  the Ackler Creek drainage a s  having 
potential  for  a s k i  resor t .  An evaluation by the Forest  Service of t he  
potential  for  a s k i  r e so r t  found it t o  be f a i r .  Additional evaluations by 
the Forest Service have been made t o  determine which areas  would be needed 
for  lifts and how a land exchange could f i t  reasonably i n t o  poten t ia l  far 
s k i  development. 

Because of the pr ivate  land ownership pattern along t h e  Forest  boundary, 
public access is extremely l imited.  This lack of access makes administration 
d i f f i c u l t  and holds  dispersed recreation t o  a minimal level. Common 
a c t i v i t i e s  include hunt ing,  f ishing,  and sightseeing and are focused on the  
high s tandard Angel Lake Road, Weeks Access, and the  Horse Creek Road. 

t r a i l s  have been maintained t o  high levels .  
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Although e f f o r t s  t o  acquire additional public access have generally been t ied 
t o  the land exchange program, gaining additional p u b l i c  access w i l l  a l so  be 
pursued by o ther  means. It is expected tha t  road building over acquired 
rights-of-way w i l l  occur slowly due t c  limited funding. 

Grazing of  domestic l ivestock is the most prominent s ing le  use occuring i n  
t h e  management area.  Due t o  the steep, rugged nature of the topography a 
l a r g e  port ion of the area is unsuitable f o r  l ivestock grazing. As a r e s u l t  
t h e  bulk of the forage is taken from the lower benches and canyon bottoms. 
AMP's have been completed f o r  a l l  allotments i n  the area but  only implemented 
on approximately 75 percent. The remaining 25 percent w i l l  b e  impleffiented as 
funding becomes available.  Generally, those allotments t h a t  a r e  under 
management exhib i t  upward trend while those without implemented AMP's exhibi t  
a downward trend. 

The E a s t  Humboldt Management Area provides h igh  quali ty summer deer habi ta t .  
Generally, mule deer do not winter on the East Humboldt a s  a r e s u l t  of the  
deep snow pack prevalent i n  t h e  area. Because of the importance of t h i s  area 
f o r  deer as a summer range, a l l  AMP's address wi ld l i fe  needs i n  depth. 

Populations of sage grouse, chukar, blue grouse, and Hungarian partridge 
e x i s t  throughout the area.  Several livestock exclosures have been b u i l t  and 
more are planned i n  key r ipar ian areas. These exclosures range i n  s i z e  from 
one t o  f i v e  acres .  Hunting pressure is limited due t o  the r e s t r i c t ed  
publ ic  access. 
Mountain goats  were introduced in to  t h e  area i n  1981. They appear t o  have 
adapted t o  the s i te ,  and there is additional opportunity for  fur ther  
in t roduct ions  of mountain goats  i n to  the East Humboldts. 

The approximately 33,600 acres of private land i n  the management area a r e  i n  
an a l t e rna t ing  federal-private ownership pattern. T h i s  extends the  influence 
of t h e  p r iva t e  land over an area twice the 33,600 acres. Consolidation of 
ownership is being ac t ive ly  pursued through an exchange program. Currently 
th ree  exchanges a r e  under evaluation. 

If the  needed land exchanges could be completed and federa l ly  owned land 
could be consolidated,  it would help solve many of the current  management 
problems. Some of these problems a r e  restricted access, ambiguous ownership 
boundaries, and the poten t ia l  for  poor management i n  inheld lands over which 
t h e  Fores t  Service has no control. 

Between 1970 and 1980 f i v e  wildfires were recorded on the  mangement area,  a l l  
l igh tn ing  caused. f i r e s  recorded s ince 1920 were under 
one acre with the  l a rges t  burning 15 acres i n  1974. Under a cooperative 
agreement, t he  Nevada Department of Forestry handles a l l  i n i t i a l  a t tack  on 
f i r e s  i n  t h i s  management area.  

Generally t h e  a rea  is not heavily mineralized, however numerous c l a i m  do 
exist on the south end. Exploration e f for t s  have been a t  low levels  f o r  
severa l  years and a r e  not  anticipated t o  increase i n  t he  near future.  

Fuelwood, primarily green pinyon-juniper and dead and down aspen ex i s t s  only 
i n  limited amounts on the area. Any harvesting of green materials for  fuel- 
wood is done under a prescribed plan. The plan addressed wi ld l i f e ,  l ivestock, 
and f i r e  management needs. It is expected tha t  even i f  additional public 
access  is acquired, the amounts of fuelwood harvested would not increase 
appreciably.  

The majority of a l l  
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Considerable e f fo r t s  have been made i n  evaluating c u l t u r a l  resources i n  the 
area,  primarily i n  conjunction w i t h  the land exchange program. More detai led 
s tudies  a re  needed t o  evaluate the t o t a l  prehis tor ic  complex. As a r u l e  the 
area has been evaluated for  re tent ion of its scenic qua l i t i t e s .  The scenic 
qua l i t i es  would be considered high because of the area 's  d i v e r s i t y  and 
p r i s t i ne  nature. 

This area is considered an extremely important watershed, a s  a l l  of the 
streams originating here a re  used for  i r r iga t ion  on pr ivate  land surrounding 
the mountain. The quality of the water i s  considered high because it is 
re la t ive ly  free of man made pollution. It is expected t h a t  the of f - s i te  
demands for  water w i l l  increase subs tan t ia l ly  i n  the future.  These demands 
can b e  expected largely i n  a des i re  t o  convey the water of f  the Forest  i n  
some type of pipeline. A demand for  both hydro-electric and i r r i g a t i o n  
systems may ex is t .  This type of development i f  approved, w i l l  increase 
adverse impacts on other fo re s t  management needs, such as wi ld l i f e ,  
f i she r i e s ,  l ivestock, and developed recreation. The problems would a r i s e  
mainly from removing water from existing streams. 

v 
Recreation: 

Range: 

Wildlife: 

Maintain the developed recreat ion s i t e s  t o  a 
standard t h a t  w i l l  assure continued public use and 
safety. 

Develop and maintain a t r a i l  system designed t o  
f a c i l i t a t e  dispersed recreat ional  a c t i v i t e s  such as 
hunting, f ishing,  hiking, and backpacking. 
Emphasize development of those t r a i l s  needed t o  
serve the areas not presently accessible due t o  
lack of public access. Maintain those portions of 
the t r a i l  system i n  a rea  which w i l l  remain under 
Federal control. 

Optimize production and u t i l i z a t i o n  of forage 
available for  livestock use consis tent  w i t h  
maintaining t h e  environment and providing f o r  
multiple use of the rangeland resource. Cul tural  
pract ices  and s t ruc tura l  improvements may be used 
t o  accomplish t h i s  task. 

Emphasize management practioes on mule deer areas 
and promote those habi ta t  components t h a t  a r e  
c r i t i c a l  for  mule deer. Continue t o  ident i fy  areas 
important t o  the management of other ind ica tor  
species. Develop a program f o r  f i she r i e s  h a b i t a t  
improvement wi th  emphasis on Lahontan cu t throa t  
t rout  f isher ies .  Emphasize resource coordination 
a s  a means of obtaining habi ta t  improvement. 
Emphasis w i l l  be placed upon improving hab i t a t  for  
the Federally l i s t e d  Lahontan cu t throa t  t rou t  
through coordinated management, cooperation wi th  
NDOW and the U.S. F i s h  and W i l d l i f e  Service, and 
through d i r ec t  habi ta t  improvement. 
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Timber: 

Minerals : 

Provide f o r  public harvesting of fuelwood and 
Christmas t r ees  where possible. Ut i l ize  greenwood 
cutting t o  improve w i l d l i f e  habi ta t  on a planned 
basis. 

Encourage lawf i l  mineral a c t i v i t i e s  while 
protecting renewable surface resources and allowing 
other resource a c t i v i t i e s  t o  occur. 

Soil and Water: Protect the quali ty and quantity of water 
produced on the area and provide water for  Forest  
management needs. 

Lands: 

F a c i l i t i e s :  

Emphasize consolidation of ownership through the  
exchange process. Acquire needed public access 
where possible, i n  conjunction with land exchanges 
or  by other means. Administer spec ia l  uses, such 
as u t i l i t y  corridors and pr ivate  recreation 
developments, i n  a manner consistent w i t h  the 
re la t ive ly  undeveloped nature of the higher 
elevations. 

It has been discussed and proposed t h a t  scattered 
isolated parcels of BLM lands adjacent t o  t h i s  
management area be transferred t o  the Forest  
Service t o  improve management efficiency. These 
parcels a r e  located adjacent t o  National Forest  
System lands along the northern and western edges 
of t h i s  area. If congressional l eg i s l a t ion  is 
enacted, the areas  w i l l  be managed as outlined i n  
current management plans prepared by the BLM or  as 
otherwise specified i n  the leg is la t ion .  

Coordinate road and t r a i l  maintenance and 
construction w i t h  other resource a c t l v i t i e s .  
Maintain present f a c i l i t i e s  and r e s t r i c t  any new 
buildings t o  present administrative s i t e s .  
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EAST HUMBOLDT RECOMMENDED WILDERNESS 
AREA - 18,509 ACRES 

B R I P T I O N  

The East Humboldt Recommended Wilderness Management Area is centered around the  
Boulder Creeks and includes outstanding features  such a s  Hole-in-the-Mountain 
Peak and Steele  Lake. High and steep topography, with many dissecting canyons 
a re  charac te r i s t ic  of t h i s  area. Some small meadows a r e  found i n  the heads of 
U-shaped canyons, with a few small lakes formed by old g l ac i a l  dikes. Many 
sheer c l i f f s  and steep ta lus  slopes dominate the higher U-shaped val leys  and 
slopes with rocky shallow s o i l s  covering the V-shaped lower elevations. Rocks 
i n  the area a r e  highly metamorphosed. Large amounts of rock tend t o  make the 
area low i n  erosive nature, b u t  streamflows peak rapidly as the snow melts then 
f luctuate  rapidly according t o  amounts of prec ip i ta t ion  from summer storms. 

A nearly complete lack of public access has prevented much recreation use i n  
t h i s  area i n  the past. I n  1982 a t r a i l  access for  foot and horse t r a f f i c  was 
acquired i n t o  the south end near Stephens Creek. This t r a i l  has been 
maintained and signed. No other public access e x i s t s  a t  present. Additional 
access w i l l  be available i f  a pending land exchange is completed. 

Grazing of  domestic livestock is the most prominent single use cccurring i n  the 
management area. Due t o  the s teep rugged nature of the topography a la rge  
portion of the area is unsuitable for  l ivestock grazing. 

The East Humboldt Recommended Wilderness Management Area provides su i tab le  
summer habi ta t  for  a substant ia l  portion of the Ruby Mountain mule deer herd; 
however, winter range is scarce. Populations of  sage grouse, chukar, blue 
grouse, and Hungarian partridge ex i s t  throughout the area.  Hunting pressure on 
all species i s  l i m i t e d  due t o  res t r ic ted  public access. Mountain goats were 
introduced i n t o  the area i n  1981 and a re  adapting well t o  the s i t e .  

A p a r t i a l  t rail  system now e x i s t s ,  and additional work could be done t o  make 
t rave l  through the area possible without undue d i f f i cu l ty .  

Potential  for  t h e  occurrence and development of economic mineral deposits is 
low. 

The watershed value of t he  area is h q h ,  with very l i t t l e  erosion occurring 
tha t  is not natural .  No need exists f o r  watershed improvement. There a r e  no 
commercial stands of timber, b u t  some aspen is present. Steep t e r r a in  and t h e  
lack of roads make u t i l i za t ion  of the aspen unlikely,  even for  firewood, f o r  
several  decades. 

Considerable e f f o r t s  have been made i n  evaluating cu l tu ra l  resources i n  t h e  
area,  primarily i n  conjunction wi th  the land exchange program. More detai led 
s t u d y  is needed t o  evaluate t h e  prehis tor ic  hunt ing complex present i n  t h i s  
area. 
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P 
Wilderness 

Recreation: 

Range: 

Minerals: 

Lands : 

Protection: 

This area w i l l  be managed t o  preserve its wilderness 
cha rac t e r i s t i c s  pending a designation by Congress. 
The ecosystems w i l l  be allowed t o  function without 
man-caused interference,  except for  f i r e  control. 

Manage recreat ion a c t i v i t i e s  t o  be compatible with the 
wilderness resource. Work with wilderness users  
through permits, trail development, and o u t f i t t e r  
permits t o  avoid overuse of the more popular areas.  

Manage l ivestock use t o  be compatible wi th  the 
wilderness resource. Livestock numbers on existing 
allotments w i l l  be managed wi th in  grazing capaci t ies  
t o  avoid detract ing from wilderness values. 

Manage minerals and energy development a c t i v i t i e s  t o  
protect  the wilderness resource. 

Attempt t o  acquire the pr ivate  land i n  the un i t  
through a land exchange program. 

Allow fire t o  express its natural role  i n  the 
ecosystem. 

Wildl i fe  and Fish: Maintain w i l d l i f e  and f i s h  habi ta t  i n  coordination 
wi th  other uses. 
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SOLDIER LAKES RECOMMENDED WILDERNESS 
AREA - 12,314 ACRES 

pESCRJPTION 

The Soldier  Lakes Recommended Wilderness Management Area p r i m a r i l y  encompasses 
an a rea  known as the Soldier Basin. The basin is characterized by rugged 
topography, numerous mountain lakes,  and alpine scenic values. 

Although d i spe r sed  recreation use is only moderate t o  l i g h t  over the a rea ,  the 
p r i s t i n e  lakes and remote wilderness character of the area make it a popular 
des t ina t ion  f o r  hikers ,  backpackers, and fishermen. The area is accessable by 
two trails from e i t h e r  the east or  west s i d e  of the mountain. Both t ra i l s  a r e  
high standard and regularly maintained. A t h i r d  trail  ex i s t s ,  which or iginates  
i n  Withington Basin. The t r a i l  is rarely used by recrea t ion is t s .  The only 
maintenance completed i n  recent years has been by permittees t o  f a c i l i t a t e  
l i ves tock  movement. 

Important hab i t a t  f o r  blue grouse occurs over the e n t i r e  area.  Mule deer make 
use of t h e  area i n  summer. There is l i t t l e  winter use made by wi ld l i fe  due t o  
t h e  prohib i t ive  cold and snow depth. 

The area i s  grazed by both c a t t l e  and sheep during the summer months. The 
rugged t e r r a i n  l i m i t s  use over most of the area causing l ivestock t o  
concentrate  around Soldier and Robinson Lakes. A serious problem e x i s t s  wi th  
l ives tock  overuse. 

A small amount of  pr ivate  land i n  the un i t  is located on steep and rocky 
t e r r a i n .  It is unlikely tha t  t h i s  land could ever be developed f o r  use other 
than  scenic  viewing. This land i s  currently being evaluated for acquis i t ion i n  
a l a n d  exchange action. 

Limi ted  mineralization is known t o  occur i n  the u n i t  and there  a r e  no exis t ing 
operat ing plans. 

Between 1970 and 1980, one man-caused wildf i re  was recorded i n  t h i s  management 
a r e a .  This f i r e  was less than one acre i n  s ize .  

Pro tec t ion  is not a problem as the rocky t e r r a in  limits the likelihood of any 
b u t  small localized f i r e s .  

I-kxmeln_en-t_- 

The Allotment Management Plan is not being followed. 

Wilderness: 

Recreation: 

This  area w i l l  be managed t o  preserve its wilderness 
charac te r i s t ics ,  pending a designation by Congress. 
The ecosystems w i l l  be allowed t o  function without 
man-caused interference,  except for  f i r e  control. 

Manage recreation a c t i v i t i e s  t o  be compatible with the 
wilderness resource. Work with wilderness users 
through permits, trail development, and o u t f i t t e r  
permits t o  avoid overuse of the more popular areas .  
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Range: 

Minerals: 

Lands: 

Protection: 

Prepare and implement a Management Plan tha t  w i l l  
address the livestock grazing problems i r respect ive of 
wilderness values. B r i n g  l ivestock numbers i n  line 
with the available forage resource. Assure t ha t  any 
range improvements a r e  compatible with wilderness 
values. 

Manage minerals and energy development a c t i v i t i e s  
t o  protect the wilderness resource. 

Attempt t o  acquire t h e  pr iva te  land i n  the u n i t  
through a land exchange program. 

Allow f i r e  t o  express its natural  r o l e  i n  the 
ecosystem. 

Wildlife and Fish: Maintain w i l d l i f e  and f i s h  habi ta t  i n  coordination 
w i t h  other uses. 
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JARBIDGE MANAGEMENT AREA - 175,960 ACRES 

The Jarbidge Management Area i s  used primarily for grazing of l ivestock and 
wildlife and the production of high quali ty water. This area  produces high 
quality forage for  9,000 c a t t l e  and 11,000 sheep for 3 1/2 months during t h e  
summer. All allotments a re  under management plans and the majority a r e  
grazed under res t - rotat ion systems tha t  have improved t h e  condition of t he  
forage and s o i l .  Three of the c a t t l e  allotments have had increases i n  
numbers over the past  10 years and several other allotments have poten t ia l  
for increases. This area has been grazed by livestock for  over 100 years  
and the area was grazed very heavily i n  the ear ly  1900's which reduced the  
condition of the vegetation and the s o i l .  Comparisons with old photographs 
from around 1919, combined w i t h  long-term trend s tudies  ins ta l led  i n  t h e  
1950's, show a marked improvement i n  the quali ty of t h e  vegetation and soil. 

The majority of t he  water from the d i s t r i c t  flows i n t o  the Columbia River 
drainage wi th  a small amount flowing into the Great Basin. This water is 
important t o  farming areas many miles from the Forest i n  Idaho and Nevada. 
The precipi ta t ion var ies  from 15 t o  25 inches annually and it is estimated 
tha t  400,000 acre-feet of water flows from the dis t r ic t  each year. The 
small town of Jarbidge u t i l i z e s  water from the Bear Creek drainage f o r  t h e i r  
domestic water. The water is diverted from the stream d i r e c t l y  i n t o  a 
storage tank and the water supply system. There is sediment i n  the streams 
during ear ly  spring runoff t ha t  comes from a r e a  of natural  geological 
erosion, beaver a c t i v i t i y ,  grazing, roads, t r a i l s  and mining a c t i v i t y .  
There is a l so  some sedimentation during high in tens i ty  summer rain storms. 

The only timber on the d i s t r i c t  consis ts  of subalpine fir, limber pine and 
aspen. There have been no commercial saw timber sa l e s  on the d i s t r i c t  s ince  
the mining era. The only timber removed has been f o r  Christmas trees, 
poles, posts,  ornamental t rees ,  and firewood. The demand f o r  Pirewocd and 
Christmas t r ees  increases each year. 

The old mining town of  Jarbidge a t t r a c t s  many people each summer and four 
families make it t h e i r  residence the year round. Recreation users oome from 
a l l  par ts  of the United S ta tes ,  but the majority of t he  v i s i t o r s  a r e  from 
Nevada, Idaho, and California. 

Recreation use is increasing, but primitive roads discourage recrea t ion  
v is i tors .  There are four developed recreation sites and several  small 
undeveloped s i t e s  scattered over the district  which a r e  used mainly by deer  
hunters i n  the fa l l  of the  year. The Pole Creek area  is a very good 
snowmobile area,  but t h i s  ac t iv i ty  is not increasing rapidly because of a 
lack of all-season roads and distance from population centers. The f l a t ,  
bench-like te r ra in  is excellent for  snowmobiling with e levat ions u p  t o  9,000 
f e e t  and snow depths of 4 t o  8 f ee t  each winter. There a r e  approximately 
28,000 acres  adjacent t o  the existing Jarbidge Wilderness that  have been 
proposed a s  wilderness. 
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This area provides excel lent  habi ta t  for  wildlife.  Mule deer,  antelope, 
sage grouse, b l u e  grouse, chukar, Hungarian partridge, mourning doves, and 
c o t t o n t a i l  r abb i t s  provide good hunting throughout the dis t r ic t .  Most of 
t h e  streams on the d i s t r i c t  have small native rainbow t rou t  and provide good 
f i s h i n g .  I n  1981 twelve California bighorn sheep were planted i n  the 
Jarbidge Wilderness near t he  confluence of Slide Creek and the  East Fork. 
The mule deer hunting has been excellent on the Jarbidge dis t r ic t .  The la rge  
a rea  of back country i n  and adjacent t o  the Jarbidge Wilderness provides 
exce l len t  summer range f o r  mule deer. Deer numbers reached a h igh  i n  the 
1950's and 1960's and then decreased i n  the 1970's because o f  extreme winter 
weather, predators,  forage, and hunting pressure. There is limited m l e  
dee r  winter range on the d i s t r i c t ,  b u t  there a re  areas used ear ly  i n  the  
spr ing  for fawning and rear ing young. I n  the f a l l  of the year many hunters 
come t o  the Jarbidge area i n  search of a large buck. These hunters come 
from a l l  a reas  of Nevada with the majority coming from Las Vegas. Many 
out-of-state hunters come t o  t h e  Jarbidge area from California.  The same 
hunters seem t o  come back year a f t e r  year. There a re  approximately 200 head 
of antelope t h a t  summer on the d i s t r i c t  each year. These antelope winter i n  
Idaho and Nevada. There has been a hunting season since 1960 except for  
1965, 1966, and 1967. The harvest  has a eraged 12 animals per  year. The 
antelope habi ta t  is i n  good condition ana prescribed burning pract ices  
appear t o  be improving t h e  forage. 

There are eleven special-use permits on the Jarbidge d i s t r i c t  and six 
permits with other  agencies covered under Memorandum of Understanding. 
There is not a b ig  demand for special-use permits. 

There a r e  244 miles of inventoried Forest roads on the d i s t r ic t  and 76 miles 
_. adjacent  t o  t h e  Forest  t h a t  a r e  needed for aooess. A t  the  present time 

there  is a need t o  upgrade roads on t h e  d i s t r i c t  t o  prevent fu r the r  
de te r iora t ion  and damage t o  other  resources. The roads are becoming rougher 
and more d i f f i c u l t  t o  travel each year because of the loss of surface 
mater ia l  from erosion (wind and water). Many roads are becoming di tches  and 
there  is inadequate maintenance funds t o  drain water o f f  the roads. 

Mineral exploration near t he  town of Jarbidge has been inoreasing the las t  
few years because of t h e  his tory of gold i n  the area.  Three mining 
companies have opened o ld  roads, d r i l l e d  test  holes and excavated t o  sample 
t h e  minerals. Other a reas  t h a t  have had mining ac t iv i ty  a r e  White Elephant, 
Camp Creek and Draw Creek. The White Elephant area has deposl ts  of 
tungsten, molybdenum and copper. The ore was processed i n  a m i l l  i n  O f N e i l  
Creek below the  mine. This mill has had l i t t l e  use since 1973. There are 
depos i t s  of b a r i t e  i n  Draw Creek and Camp Creek. The main deposit  i n  Camp 
Creek is e a s t  of t h e  Jarbidge Wilderness boundary and well within the 
recommended wilderness area. Mining t h i s  deposit w i l l  require building a 
very cos t ly  road and w i l l  be an impact cn Camp Creek and the  recommended 
wilderness. There I s  an increasing interest i n  leasable  material  for 
building stone on the  d i s t r i c t .  Some of the areas of interest  a r e  White 
Elephant and the divide between Sl ide Creek and Canyon Creek. There a r e  hot 
spr ings near the south end o f  t h e  pr ivate  land i n  Robinson Hole. 

During the decade 1970 there were seven wildfires recorded f o r  t h i s  
Management Area. Four of these wildfires were lightning caused and three  
were person-caused. The l a rges t  f i r e  occurred i n  1972 and burned 1,550 
acres .  Another f i r e  i n  1978 burned 1,484 acres.  Below average 
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precipi ta t ion,  especially between the months of January t o  May, was recorded 
during 1972. Extremely low snowfall was recorded tha t  winter,  about 50 
percent of normal. The highest temperature on record, f o r  Elko (107 F), was 
recorded i n  August of 1978. Warmer than average monthly temperatures were 
recorded throughout t h e  year. These conditions followed an extremely dry 
1977; consequently, conditions were present for  numerous f i r e s  and large 
f ire s ize .  

In  1972 a sagebrush prescribed burning program was s ta r ted  on the  d i s t r i c t  
and by 1979 over 5,000 acres  of big sagebrush has been burned. This burning 
has reduced the volume of fuel,  created fire-breaks and reduced t h e  chances 
of large,  hot f i r e s .  Prescribed burning of sagebrush should be continued i n  
selected locations. The town of Jarbidge, which is located within the 
Forest boundary, is i n  a hazardous location i f  a f i r e  should start below the 
town. The fue l  i n  and around the town is heavy and a f i r e  would spread 
rapidly through town. There is a volunteer f i r e  department i n  Jarbidge w i t h  
a l i m i t e d  amount of fire equipment. The rest-rotat ion systems on l ivestock 
allotments provide for  a buildup of fuels i n  one-third t o  one-fourth of the 
allotments each year. 

There a r e  three administrative s i t e s  on the  dis t r ic t  - Pole Creek, Mahoney 
and Wildcat. The Pole Creek s i t e  is well located f o r  administration of the 
majority of the d i s t r i c t ,  b u t  there is a need for  addi t ional  housing and 
power. The Mahoney administrative si te is qui te  old and many of the 
f a c i l i t i e s  are deter iorat ing.  Wildcat is a one-room cabin, but is needed 
because of t rave l  distances t o  t h i s  p a r t  o f  the d i s t r i c t .  

Jack Creek Crater is being recommended f o r  designation a s  a Research Natural 
Area. 

Recreation: Existing developed sites w i l l  be improved and 
maintained i n  Jarbidge Canyon. Dispersed 
recreation w i l l  be emphasized on the  remainder of 
the d i s t r i c t .  Trailhead f a c i l i t i e s  w i l l  be 
constucted as  funds become available.  

Wildlife and Fish: Habitat w i l l  be protected w i t h  emphasis on 
improvement of key habi ta t  such as  fawning and 
brooding areas. Big game summer ranges w i l l  be 
considered when planning for other  resources. 

Range: 

Timber: 

Livestock grazing w i l l  continue t o  be a major use 
of the  area. Range improvements w i l l  be 
maintained, constructed, and reconstructed. 

The area w i l l  continue t o  produce firewood. Aspen 
and subalpine f i r  w i l l  be u t i l i z e d  f o r  firewood. 
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Water and Soil: 

Lands : 

Faci l i t i es :  

Protection: 

Minerals: 

Maintain water quali ty and soil productivity. 
Management a c t i v i t i e s  of a l l  resources must protect 
o r  enhance s o i l  and water resources and comply w i t h  
applicable laws and regulations. Soi l  and water 
pro jec ts  w i l l  emphasize protection, disturbed area  
reclamation, emergency burn rehabi l i ta t ion ,  and 
increasing water yield and s o i l  productivity. 

Land exchanges, acquis i t ions,  and rights-of-way 
w i l l  be used t o  provide public access and block up 
land for more e f f i c i e n t  management. Research and 
spec ia l  s tudies  w i l l  be allowed. A Research 
Natural Area i n  the Jack Creek Crater is proposed; 
an Establishment Record w i l l  b e  prepared and 
submitted t o  the Regional Forester. 

It has been discussed tha t  scat tered,  isolated 
parcels of BLM l ands  adjacent t o  t h i s  management 
area should be transferred t o  the Forest Service t o  
improve management efficiency. These parcels a r e  
located adjacent t o  National Forest system lands 
along the  northern boundary of t h i s  area. If 
congressional leg is la t ion  is enacted, the areas  w i l l  
be managed a s  outlined i n  current management plans 
prepared by the BLM or as  otherwise specified i n  t h e  
leg is la t ion .  

Hydro-electric power development, water, and power 
transmission lines and other special  use f a c i l i t i e s  
w i l l  b e  allowed. 

Forest  Service administrative f a c i l i t i e s  w i l l  be 
constructed and maintained a s  needed. Old 
f a c i l i t i e s  possessing no h i s to r i c  value w i l l  be 
removed or destroyed. 

The 
with the  value of the  resources being protected. 

Coordinate mineral exploration, leasing, and 
development with other resources. Focus on 
preserving the recreat ional ,  visual ,  and watershed 
resources. 

extent  of fire protection w i l l  be commensurate 
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JARBIDGE WILDERNESS -64,667 ACRES AND RECOMMENDED 
WILDERNESS ADDITION - 26,400 ACRES MANAGEMENT AREA 

Description 

This  management area includes 87,667 acres located i n  the northeastern p a r t  
of Nevada near the  Idaho-Nevada state l i n e ,  It includes the high mountains 
and deep glaciated canyons of the Jarbidge Wilderness. T h i s  extremely 
rugged and scenic area has e ight  peaks t h a t  exceed 10,000 feet and deep 
canyons below 7,000 fee t .  With extreme var ia t ions i n  elevation, moisture 
and s o i l ,  there  a re  many species of vegetation that add great beauty t o  the 
area. The br ight  and varied colors of vegetation, s o i l  and rock add t o  the 
spectacular scenery while remoteness and d i f f i c u l t  access over rough roads 
and trails provide excellent opportunities f o r  complete soli tude.  

The 64,830-acre wilderness includes the Jarbidge Mountain Range, the E a s t  
Fork of the Jarbidge River, Marys River drainage and the headwaters of Camp 
Creek and Cottonwood Creek. The wilderness is within the Humboldt National 
Forest, Jarbidge Ranger Dis t r ic t ,  Elko County, Nevada. There are four  
fo r ty  acre parcels of pr ivate  land within the wilderness. 

The Jarbidge Wilderness was designated a Wild Area on April 9, 1958, and was 
changed t o  a wilderness by the Wilderness Act of September 3, 1964. This 
area is the  only formally designated wilderness i n  Nevada. Three adjacent 
areas: Fox Creek, Goat Creek, and Cottonwood-Camp Creek are proposed 
additions t o  the wilderness area. If c lass i f ied  as wilderness, they w i l l  
add 23,280 acres  t o  the Jarbidge Wilderness. Copies of t he  legal 
description and a map of t h e  Wilderness are on f i le  i n  t h e  o f f i ce  of t h e  
Chief of the Forest Service i n  Washington, D.C.; the Regional Forester i n  
Ogden, Utah; t h e  Forest Supervisor i n  Elko, Nevada; and the District Ranger 
i n  Buhl, Idaho. 

The Jarbidge Wilderness has not been heavily used by recrea t ion is t s  because 
of long distances, poor transportation, few f i sh ing  areas, and a lack of 
publicity. An idea l  opportunity e x i s t s  t o  plan f a c i l i t i e s  and cont ro ls  
before Conflicts e x i s t  i n  i so la ted  problem 
areas  such a s  Mary's River between grazing and wilderness recreation. 
However, over one-half of the allotments within the wilderness are closed 
t o  grazing. 

During the 1970 decade there were four wildfires recorded i n  t h i s  management 
area. Two of these wildf i res  were started by l ightning wi th  the remainder 
being man-caused. and 
burned i n  1974. Since t h a t  time a fire started by l ightning i n  1981 burned 
765 acres. The reason f o r  t h i s  large f i re  was extreme fire danger 
conditions. Historic wi ldf i re  records indicate tha t  t h i s  management area 
experiences wildfires tha t  are less than one acre i n  s i z e  and occur a t  a 
rate of one fire per year. 

the area becomes more popular. 

The largest f ire during t h i s  decade was eight acres 
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Manage the exis t ing Wilerness Area i n  accordance with the Wilderness Act of 
1964. Manage the remainder of the recommended proposed wilderness t o  
pro tec t  its wilderness cha rac t e r i s t i c s  pending a decision by Corgress. 

Wilderness: 

Recreation: 

Range: 

Protect the area t o  preserve its natural  s t a t e .  
Allow the ecosystem t o  function without man-caused 
interference,  except for  f i r e  control. 

Manage recreation t o  be compatible with the  
wilderness resource. 

Work wi th  wilderness users (through pe rmi t s ,  t ra i l  
t ransportat ion development, o u t f i t t e r s  and 
information and education) t o  avoid overuse of  t he  
more popular areas. 

Manage range use t o  be compatible with the  
wilderness resource. 

Manage livestock grazing on exis t ing allotments 
wi th in  grazing capacit ies t o  avoid detract ing from 
wilderness values. 

Water and Soil Monitor water quality t o  evaluate e f f ec t s  of acid 
rain.  

Minerals : Manage minerals and energy development activities 
t o  protect  the wilderness resource. 

Lands: Acquire 160 acres of private land. 

Protection: Restore fire t o  its natural  role i n  the ecosystem 
by allowing natural f i r e s  t o  burn. 

W i l d l i f e  and Fish: Maintain wildl i fe  and f i s h  habi ta t  and coordinate 
with other uses. 

A i r  Quality: Manage 
meet Class I a i r  quality standards. 

the airshed over the Jarbidge Wilderness t o  
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MOUNT MORIAH MANAGEMENT AREA - 44,558 A C R E S  

The M t .  Moriah Management Area i s  located approximately 36 miles eas t  o f  
Ely, Nevada, i n  east-central  Nevada and i s  en t i r e ly  within White Pine 
County. which extends along the 
eastern edge of Nevada i n  the Basin and Range physiographic province. It 
encompasses much of the  lower elevation land surrounding the M t .  Moriah 
Recommended Wilderness. 

This area is accessible via  U.S. Highway 50-6 from the south and improved 
d i r t  roads of Spring Valley and Snake Valley on the eas t  and Baker, 
Nevada, and Candy, Utah, are the only communities i n  the  immediate area. 
E ly ,  Nevada (36 miles west) and Delta, Utah (87 miles eas t )  a r e  the nearest  
main population centers. 

Rock types include Paleoecic sediments and Tertiary intrusives .  So i l s  are 
very rocky with some erosion potent ia l .  

This area is within the  Intermountain sagebrush/ponderosa pine ecosystem. 
Pinyon pine, juniper and ponderosa pine dominate most of t h i s  a r e a ,  with 
some sagebrush-grass types intermixed. Mountain mahogany patches a r e  
typically confined t o  south and west facing slopes near the upper 
elevations. Riparian vegetation occurs along the streams. 

There are no developed recreation s i t e s  i n  the area.  The majority of use 
comes from hunting i n  the f a l l  and i s  asscciated with roads. Dispersed area 
use is approximately 4,000 RVDS annually. A number of caves similar i n  type  
to  Lehman Cave a r e  present. 

Several archaeological s i t e s  and caves a r e  present i n  the northeastern 
portion of the Management Area. 

Approximately four miles of poor condition trail a r e  present.  

A variety of wi ld l i f e  and f i s h  species inhabit  t h i s  area.  Some are year- 
long residents  while others occur only seasonally. The majority of t he  area 
is mule deer winter range except for the southwest portion which i s  used 
year-round. Rocky Mountain bighorn sheep a l s o  winter i n  t h e  e a s t  ha l f  of 
the uni t .  Blue grouse and sage grouse a r e  found i n  r ipa r i an  a reas  and a t  
the higher elevations. Chukar partridge occur i n  some of t h e  sagebrush- 
grass areas  a t  t h e  lower elevations. Rainbow t rou t ,  brook t r o u t ,  and the 
unique Bonneville cut throat  t rou t  a r e  found i n  t h e  a rea ' s  perennial  streams. 
Twenty log and rock pool s t ructures  a re  located i n  Hendry's and Hampton 
Creeks. These were constructed t o  improve pool / r i f f le  r a t i o s  f o r  Bonneville 
cutthroat t r o u t .  

The M t .  Moriah Management Area contains portions of two c a t t l e  allotments 
and has been heavily developed for  c a t t l e  grazing. The western ha l f  of t h i s  
area contains several  hundred acres of vegetative manipulations. These 
include chainings and herbicide treatment areas. There a r e  a l so  several  

This un i t  is i n  the northern Snake Range, 

west. 
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miles of fence and numerous water developments tha t  were constructed t o  
improve c a t t l e  d i s t r ibu t ion .  Cattle use i n  the  management area amounts t o  
1,560 AUMS. Both allotments have improved allotment management plans. The 
range resource i n  t h i s  u n i t  is generally i n  f a i r  condition. 

The Moriah Wild Horse Terr i tory was designated i n  1974 i n  the northern 
port ion o f  t h e  management area. There has not been any documented horse use 
s ince  1971 and i t  is assumed that there a re  no horses i n  the te r r i to ry .  I?;e 
t e r r i t o ry  w i l l  be reevaluated by 1986 t o  determine i f  it should be 
eliminated. 

This  u n i t  contains several  pinenut gathering a r e a .  Cutting of juniper 
pos ts ,  aspen poles and fuelwood a lso  occurs periodically. 

Overall watershed value f o r  t he  area is moderate. Annual snowpack and 
prec ip i ta t ion  a re  not as high as  i n  the adjacent M t .  Moriah Recommended 
Wilderness due t o  t h i s  a r ea ' s  lower elevation and its large stands of pinyon 
and juniper. 

This u n i t  is rated moderate i n  prospective potential  f o r  base and precious 
metals. Gold, garnet ,  and building stone have been mined i n  t h e  past .  
Poten t ia l  remains for  increased mining ac t iv i ty .  Several c l a i m  a re  located 
within the management area.  

This management a rea  experienced two wildfires d u r i n g  the 1970 decade. Both 
o f  these f i r e s  were lightning caused. The largest  f ire was two acres i n  
s i z e  and occurred i n  1977. Histor ic  records show tha t  wildf i re  does not 
play an act ive role i n  t h i s  management area. 

There is no pr iva te  land within t h i s  uni t .  

Special-use authorizations include two water transmission and f ive  
outf i t ter-guide permits. 

The Moriah Cabin Administrative S i t e  is located i n  the northwest portion of 
the uni t .  The si te cons is t s  of a one-room cabin and a horse pasture. There 
are 49 miles of inventoried Forest  roads and 16 miles of uninventoried roads 
present  i n  the area. 

Portions of t h i s  a rea  were inventoried during the RARE I process. These 
a reas  have s ince been dropped from wilderness consideration due t o  t h e i r  
small s ize .  

There a r e  5 perennial streams i n  t h e  area. 

Recreation: Emphasize dispersed recreation. Manage caves as 
s ta ted i n  Di s t r i c t  Cave Management Plan. 

W i l d l i f e  and Fish :  Habitat f o r  ThE species, c r i t i c a l  b i g  game winter 
range, aquatic species, and MIS w i l l  b e  maintained 
a t  l eve l s  needed t o  support either reasonable 
populations or  a t  l ea s t  exceed requirements for  
minimum viable populations. 
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Range : Maintain an ac t ive  range program t h a t  is compatible 
with other  rescurce uses. Cost e f f ec t ive  
management systems and techniques a r e  emphasized t o  
achieve optimal production and use of range cn a l l  
su i t ab le  range and t o  improve the  range resource. 
Maintenance and reconstruction of ex i s t ing  
improvements and construction of new improvements 
including nonstructural  improvements will continue 
wi th  c lose adherence t o  allotment management plans. 
Noxious weed control e f f o r t s  w i l l  continue 
following environmental regulat ions and 
r e s t r i c t i o n s .  A portion of the Rye Grass Allotment 
w i l l  remain closed t o  grazing because of watershed 
values. 

Woodland Products: Harvest of woodland products w i l l  s l i g h t l y  
increase.  Fuelwood w i l l  be managed t o  improve 
range and wi ld l i f e  hab i t a t  a s  opportuni t ies  a r i s e .  

A l l  a c t i v i t i e s  w i l l  be constrained a s  necessary t o  
pro tec t  water qual i ty  and maintain soil 
productivity.  

Soi l  and Water: 

Minerals : 

Protection: 

Lands: 

Fac i l i t i e s :  

Mineral proposals w i l l  be handled expeditiously and 
operations w i l l  be carr ied out i n  a n  
environmentally sound manner. 

An appropriate suppression response w i l l  be made on 
a l l  wi ldf i res .  

Continue ex is t ing  special  uses. Allow new spec ia l  
uses i f  proponent shows National Forest  land t o  be 
best locat ion and no unacceptable impacts occur. 

The Moriah Administrative S i t e  ( a l s o  ca l led  Dog 
Springs) withdrawal has been recommended f o r  
revocation. Remove those buildings no longer 
needed. Coordinate road management with a l l  o the r  
a c t i v i t i e s .  
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MOUNT MORIAH RECOMMENDED WILDERNESS 
MANAGEMENT AREA - 60,700 ACRES 

DescriDtion 

The M t .  Moriah Recommended Wilderness is located approximately 36 miles e a s t  
of Ely,  Nevada, i n  east-central  Nevada, and is e n t i r e l y  w i t h i n  White Pine 
County. This  un i t  is i n  t h e  northern Snake Range, which extends along t h e  
eas te rn  edge of Nevada i n  the Basin and Range physiographic province. The 
elongate north-south running range is bounded on t h e  west by Spring Valley 
and on the  east by Snake Valley. 

This  a reas  has wilderness q u a l i t i e s  and several  special  a t t rac t ions .  The 
rugged t e r r a i n  and lack of access provide many opportunities for so l i tude  
and wilderness experiences. M t .  Moriah, which has an elevation fo 12,050 
feet  and adjacent  1,000 acre plateau known as the Table,  a r e  the center  of 
t h e  area's a t t r ac t ions .  The Table is a unique high elevation plateau 
covered wi th  subalpine vegetation. Ancient br is t lecone and limber pine 
s tands  occur along its edge. Rocky Mountain bighorn sheep and t h e  
Bonneville cu t th roa t  t r o u t  are a l s o  spec ia l  a t t r a c t i o n s  i n  t h i s  area.  

Rock types include Paleozoic sediments and Ter t ia ry  intrusives.  

S o i l s  a r e  ve ry  rocky and e x h i b i t  some erosion potent ia l .  

Th i s  area lies within t h e  Intermountain sagebrusWponderosa pine ecosystem. 
Vegetation v a r i e s  wi th  the  elevation. Pinyon pine and juniper dominate t h e  
lower slopes. Aspen, mountain mahogany, white and Douglas-fir, limber p ine ,  
and br i s t lecone  pine a r e  found i n  t h e  upper elevations.  Sagebrush-grass 
types a r e  located throughout the area. 

All recreat ion use occurs as dispersed a c t i v i t i e s .  Hunting is t h e  major 
a c t i v i t y ,  followed by hiking, f i sh ing ,  camping and sight-seeing. There are 
no developed sites adjacent t o  the  area. Approximately 500 RVDs occur each 
year. 

Archaeological s i t e s  including caves u t i l i z e d  by Indians,  pictographs, and 
l i t h i c  scatters occur i n  t h e  area. 

A va r i e ty  of w i l d l i f e  and f i s h  species  inhabi t  t h i s  area. Some are year- 
long r e s iden t s  while o thers  occur only seasonally.  The majority of t h e  area 
is mule deer summer range although some of the lower elevation benches and 
r ipa r i an  a reas  are used year-round. Rocky Mountain bighorn sheep can be 
found throughout the  year i n  t h i s  u n i t .  Blue grouse, sage grouse, and 
chukar a l s o  occur. Riparian vegetation provides key habi ta t  for these 
gamebirds and many other  species. Rainbow t rou t ,  brook t rou t ,  and the 
unique Bonneville cu t throa t  t rou t  occur i n  the  a rea ' s  perennial streams. 

Ca t t l e  grazing occurs throughout t h i s  unit .  Use is re l a t ive ly  l i g h t  
compared with the  surrounding M t .  rugged 
topography of the  recommended wilderness. T h i s  area includes approximately 
71 percent of t h e  Rye Grass and S i lve r  Creek c a t t l e  allotments. The 
remaining 29 percent of these al lotments  form the adjacent M t .  Moriah 

There are 46 miles of poor-fair condition t r a i l s .  

Moriah Management Area due t o  the 
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Management Area. There are 913 AUMs of l ivestock use within the  recommended 
wilderness. These allotments are under improved management with intensive 
management emphasized t o  seek ful l  u t i l i z a t i o n  of forage al located t o  
l ivestock. Range improvements such as fencing and water developments are 
employed t o  a id  i n  controll ing catt le d is t r ibu t ion  and thus improve range 
condition. The majority of the  range resource is i n  fair  t o  good condition. 

The Moriah Wild Borse Terr i tory was designated i n  1974 i n  the  northern 
portion of the  management area. There has not been any documented horse use 
since 1971 and it is assumed t h a t  there  are no horses i n  t h e  t e r r i t o ry .  The 
t e r r i t o r y  w i l l  be reevaluated by 1986 t o  determine i f  it should be 
eliminated. 

Use of t h e  area for gathering pinenuts or cut t ing  fuelwood, posts  or poles, 
or Christmas trees is limited due t o  the area's rugged terrain and 
inaccessibi l i ty .  

Overall watershed value is high w i t h  l i t t l e  poten t ia l  for watershed 
improvement due t o  the  high cos t  pe r  benefi t  gained. The value results from 
the annual snowpack and relatively high precipi ta t ion.  There are four 
perennial streams within the  uni t .  

This un i t  is rated moderate i n  prospective poten t ia l  f o r  base and precious 
metals. Gold, garnet, and building stone have been mined i n  the  past .  
Potent ia l  still remains f o r  increased mining ac t iv i ty .  Several claims are 
within the  roadless boundary. 

F i r e  potential  i n  t h i s  area is high due t o  l igh tn ing  occurrence although no 
major fires have occurred recently. Six wi ld f i r e s  were recorded between 
1970 and 1980. The l a rges t  
wi ldf i re  during t h i s  time period burned 110 acres in 1976. The s ize  of t h i s  
f ire was due t o  terrain and inaccessible conditions. 

There is no pr ivate  land i n  t h i s  unit. 

This  area was original ly  inventoried i n  RARE I and ident i f ied  for  fu r the r  
wilderness study a t  t h a t  time. During the  RARE I1 process the  area was 
allocated t o  fur ther  planning. 

Management Prescription 

Manage the  recommended Wilderness Area t o  pro tec t  its wilderness 
cha rac t e r i s t i c s  pending a decision by Congress. 

A l l  of these fires were s t a r t ed  by l ightning. 

Wilderness: 

Recreation: 

Protect the area t o  preserve its natural  state. 
Allow t h e  ecosystem t o  function without man-caused 
interference, except f o r  f ire control  and mineral 
exploration/development. Place s igns a t  major 
access points. 

Manage recreation t o  be compatible with the 
wilderness resource. Construct Moriah Summit Trail. 
Maintain ex is t ing  trails and construct new trails 
and t ra i lheads as needed. 
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Wildlife and Fish: Current . hab i t a t  use by threatened and endangered 
species w i l l  be maintained and no conf l i c t s  from 
other uses will be permitted. The q u a l i t y  of 
aquatic habi ta ts  w i l l  be maintained. Populations 
of hunted MIS w i l l  be maintained at  current levels.  
A l l  other MIS w i l l  be maintained at  l eve l s  t h a t  
exceed requirements f o r  minimum viable  populations. 

Range : Manage l ivestock t o  be compatible wi th  t h e  
wilderness resource. 

Woodland Products: 

Soi l  and Water: Manage t o  maintain or improve water qual i ty  and 

No woodland products w i l l  be harvested. 

soil productivity.  

Minerals: 

Protection: 

Mineral proposals w i l l  be handled expeditiously and 
operations w i l l  be carried out In  an 
environmentally sound manner that is compatible 
w i t h  the wilderness resource. 

An appropriate  suppression response w i l l  be made on 
a l l  w i l d f i r e s .  

Lands and Facilities: A l l o w  no dis turbing uses. 
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SCHELL MANAGEMENT AREA - 281,478 ACRES 

pescriD t ion  

The range 
i n  e a s t  c e n t r a l  Nevada. It s t r e t ches  approximately 53 miles from 
Schellbourne Pass t o  Connor's Pass and is approximately 12 miles wide a t  i t s  
w i d e s t  point  and tapers  t o  5 1/2 miles a t  its northern point.  This a rea  i s  
5 miles e a s t  of  E l y  w i t h  s teep,  limestone peaks forming its main north-south 
backbone reaching a maximum elevat ion of 11,883 f e e t  a t  North Schell  Peak. 
The higher e levat ions give way t o  r o l l i n g  h i l l s  t o  the  north,  dissected by 
narrow, steep-walled canyons r i s i n g  immediately above the va l ley  f loor .  

Pinyon pine,  juniper and ponderosa pine enc i rc le  t h e  base of the Schell  
Management Area grading u p h i l l  i n t o  sagebrush/&rass communities and conifer  
s t r i n g e r s  of  white f ir ,  Douglas-fir and Engleman spruce. Limber pine and an 
occasional  br i s t lecone  pine stand a s  guardians along r idge l ines  overlooking 
patches of quaking aspen and mountain mahogany. 

This Highway 93 along the west f lank providing 
access through Schellbourne Pass and Connor's Pass t o  county road # 293 
bounding the east flank. Forest  road 8427, crossing over Kalamazoo Summit, 
and t h e  Success Loop, Forest  Highway 8231 through Duck Creek Basin and over 
Success Summit, c f f e r  scenic d r ives  t o  the  loca l  populace and v i s i t o r s .  

Rock types include Paleozoic sediments (pr imari ly  limestone, dolomite, 
s h a l e ,  and quar tz i te )  and Tert iary volcanics. 

Developed recreat ion s i t e s  include two campgrounds and three  picnic  areas 
wi th  a capacity of 77,304 PAOT-days. These s i t e s  range from minimally t o  
h ighly  developed including water systems, mini-flush bathrooms and hardened 
sites. Developed s i t e  use has been 6,300 RVD and dispersed a rea  use 54,800 
RVDs annually. Addit icnal l ly ,  t h i s  a rea  has two organization sites and 
t h r e e  recrea t ion  residences which account f o r  6,000 RVDs annually. 

There a r e  approximately 74 miles of t r a i l  i n  poor condi t icn and use  
pr imar i ly  from Ely-McGill res idents .  

A recent ly  discovered paleontological s i t e  known as  t h e  Labor-of-Love cave 
is located within t h i s  management area. It contains the only complete 
s k e l e t a l  remains of a preh is tor ic  bear cal led a Cave Bear i n  the 
Intermountain area.  

A v a r i e t y  of w i l d l i f e  and f i s h  species  inhabi t  t h i s  area.  Some a r e  year- 
long res idents  while others  occur only seasonally. Mule deer occur 
throughout t h i s  area. The higher e levat ions a r e  used during t h e  summer and 
the lower benches and f o o t h i l l s  during t h e  winter and s p r i n g .  There a r e  
s e v e r a l  key deer wintering areas i n  t h i s  un i t .  Year-round hab i t a t  fo r  e lk  
a l s o  exis ts .  The majority o f  the e lk  use occurs i n  the south ha l f  of the 
u n i t  although e lk  s ight ings have been documented a s  f a r  north as 
Schellbourne Pass. An e lk  population of 450 animals is estimated fo r  t h i s  
area. B l u e  grouse, sage grouse, and chukar a l s o  occur throughout the  u n i t .  

Schel l  Management Area is a la rge  portion of the  Schel l  Mountain 

a rea  can be reached by U.S. 

occurs 
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Riparian vegetation provides key habi ta t  f o r  these gamebirds and many o ther  
species. Perennial streams throughout the a rea  support populations of 
rainbow t rout ,  brook, cu t throa t ,  and brown trout .  Cave lake a l s o  supports a 
f i she r i e s .  

Livestock grazing is a common occurrence throughout t he  Schell  Management 
Area except f o r  Kraft Canyon which is closed t o  grazing. T h i s  management 
area contains 16 allotments (9 sheep, 2 c a t t l e ,  and 5 common use). A l l  
al lotments a re  under improved management wi th  a t o t a l  grazing use of 16,581 
Animal Unit Months (AUMs). Most allotments are extensively managed t o  seek 
full u t i l i za t ion  of forage al located t o  approximately 13,708 sheep and 719 
head of cows. Some areas, pa r t i cu la r ly  along the northeast  and southwest 
sect ions of t h i s  management area, a r e  intensively managed, u t i l i z i n g  
vegetative manipulation prac t ices  t o  optimize production and u t i l i z a t i o n  of 
desirable  forage species. 

Several miles of fence, numerous water developments and various grazing 
systems are  employed under d i rec t ion  from improved allotment management 
plans t o  improve the range resouroe. Approximately 80 percent of the range 
resource is i n  f a i r  o r  better condition. 

The Schell Management Area is an important source of fuelwood, Christmas 
trees, pinenuts, poles and pos ts  due t o  its proximity t o  the towns of E ly  
and M c G i l l .  The a rea  contains approximately 97 MBF of fuelwood. F i f t een  
percent of the woodland is considered accessible and ava i lab le  t o  harvest .  
Approximately 7 MBF of fuelwood has been harvested annually i n  recent years. 

The west-central portion of t h i s  area is an important municipal water 
source f o r  ranchers in Duck Creek Basin and the town of McGill, NV. McGill 
receives it 's municipal water supply from an i n t r i c a t e  piping system 
originat ing on the.Forest. Most major drainages contain perennial streams, 
but many are small and rarely maintain surface flow beyond the a l l u v i a l  f ans  
near t h e  mountain bases. Those streams which do maintain a surface flow 
i n t o  the va l leys  below a r e  important f o r  agr icu l tura l  purposes. Several  
erosion control s t ruc tu res  a r e  located in Duck Creek Basin t o  abate 
headcutting and f o r  stream bank s t ab i l i za t ion .  

There a re  2,000 mining claims wi th in  t h i s  management area wi th  per iodic  
mineral exploration occurring. The Taylor mining d i s t r i c t ,  containing the 
S i lve r  K i n g  Mine, is the  only ac t ive  locatable  claim. It is a highly 
productive s i l v e r  mine. Most of the a rea  has high poten t ia l  f o r  gold and 
s i lve r .  

A majority of t h e  oil and gas exploration a c t i v i t y  is concentrated around 
Indian Creek and north. There are no ao t ive  leasable  claims. 

Lightning strikes caused 34 w i l d f i r e s  and human carelessness  was responsible 
f o r  three wildfires during the 1970 decade i n  t h i s  area.  They were mostly 
small fires with the largest reaching 305 acres. 

There are 53 special  uses i n  the  management area. These include powerlines, 
water transmissions, e lec t ronic  sites, recreation residences, organization 
camps, outf i t ter-guide,  roads, e t c .  There are 7,633 ac res  of p r iva t e  
inholdings. Much of t h i s  has the poss ib i l i t y  of consolidating t o  make land 
l i n e  locat ion much eas ie r .  These a reas  are located i n  the southern h a l f  of 
the management area. 
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Berry Creek Guard S ta t ion  and Teapot Springs Cabin a r e  the only administra- 
t i v e  S i t e s  i n  the management area. Several l e s s e r  s i t e s  wi th  withdrawals 
have been recommended f o r  revocation i n  the l a s t  two years. There is a 
t o t a l  of 139 miles of system and 64 miles nonsystem roads. - 
Recreation: Emphasize dispersed recreat ion except a t  t h e  Duck Creek Basin 
developed s i t e s .  Maintain exis t ing t r a i l s .  Continue t o  work i n  cooperation 
with Nevada S ta t e  Park t o  develop Cave Lake and area  recrea t ion  complex. 

W i l d l i f e  and Fish: Confl ic ts  from other  uses w i l l  be minimized t o  maintain 
and improve when possible  qua l i ty  wi ld l i fe  and f i s h e r i e s  hab i t a t ,  especial ly  
winter  ranges and r ipa r i an  areas.  Conflicts f rom other  uses  on cur ren t  
threatened and endangered species habi ta t  w i l l  no t  be permi t ted .  

Range: Maintain an ac t ive  range program t h a t  is compatible wi th  other  
resource uses. Cost-effective management systems and techniques a r e  
emphasized production and use of forage on a l l  s u i t a b l e  
range and t o  improve the  range resource. Maintenance and reconstruction of 
exis t ing  improvements and construction of new improvements including non- 
s t ruc tu ra l  improvements w i l l  continue with c lose  adherence t o  allotment 
management plans. Noxious weed control e f f o r t s  w i l l  continue following 
environmental regula t ions  and r e s t r i c t ions .  Kraft  Canyon w i l l  remain 
closed t o  grazing because of watershed values. 

Timber: Fuelwood s a l e s  w i l l  continue i n  t h i s  a rea  a s  demand and resource 
poten t ia l  allow. The cu t t i ng  of Christmas t r e e s  and the sa l e s  of fuelwood 
o f f e r  po ten t ia l  f o r  improved range and wi ld l i f e  habi ta t .  Use of timber 
stand improvement funds w i l l  be used t o  improve the qua l i ty  and quantity of  
Christmas trees and improve roads fo r  b e t t e r  access  t o  avai lable  fuelwood 
supplies.  Brist lecone pine and ponderosa pine w i l l  be protected from 
cut t ing and removal except for  research and s c i e n t i f i c  purposes. Care 
w i l l  be  taken t o  avoid Protection of 
MIS hab i t a t  w i l l  take precedence over fuelwood harvesting where occurrence 
i s  indicated. 

Water and Soi l :  
water qual i ty  and maintain o r  improve s o i l  s t a b i l i t y  and production. 

Minerals: Mineral operating plans and acres  leased f o r  o i l  and gas w i l l  
increase s l i gh t ly .  Mineral proposals w i l l  be handled expeditiously and 
operations w i l l  be handled i n  an environmentally sound manner. 

Lands: Continue ex i s t ing  spec ia l  uses. Allow new spec ia l  uses if proponent 
demonstrates t h a t  National Forest  administered land is the b e s t  loca t ion  and 
no unacceptable impacts occur. Continue e f f o r t s  t o  fur ther  consolidate 
N.  F .  land t o  make land l i n e  locat ion simpler and provide user access. 

F a c i l i t i e s :  Maintain f a c i l i t i e s  t o  meet administrative needs of area.  
Remove Teapot Spr ings  Cabin i f  no longer needed. Coordinate road management 
w i t h  a l l  other  a c t i v i t i e s .  

Protection: F i r e  and law enforcement protection agreements w i t h  l oca l ,  
federa l ,  s t a t e ,  and c i t y  agencies w i l l  be maintained. Protection w i l l  be 
commensurate wi th  the  value of the  resources being protected. 

t o  achieve optimal 

excessive cut t ing i n  r ipa r i an  zones. 

All a c t i v i t i e s  w i l l  be constrained as necessary t o  pro tec t  
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SNAKE MANAGEMENT AREA - 128,669 ACRES 

The Snake Management Area is i n  the southern Snake Range, which extends 
along the e a s t  edge of Nevada i n  the Basin and Range physiographic province. 
The elongated north-south trending range is bounded on the west by Sprmg 
Valley and on the eas t  by Snake Valley. This area includes a l l  of the Snake 
Division except for the  Wilderness proposal. Elevations vary from 6,000 
feet t o  over 11,000 f e e t .  

The a rea  is located approximately 40 miles southeast of  Ely, Nevada, i n  
east-central  Nevada, and is en t i r e ly  i n  White Pine County. The a rea  i s  
reached by U S .  93 i n  Spring Valley and Nevada Highway 481 and Utah Highway 
21 i n  Snake Valley. Nevada Highway 488 extends from Baker, Nevada t o  
Lehman Caves National Monument, which borders the a rea  on the northeast .  
Baker, Nevada and Garrrison, Utah a r e  the only communities i n  the  
immediate area. 

Rock types include Palezoic sediments and Tertiary in t rus ives .  Soi l s  a r e  
very rocky with some erosion potent ia l .  

This area  is within the  intermountain sagebrush/ponderosa pine ecosystem. 
Pinyon pine and juniper dominate most of t h i s  a rea  with some sagebrush-grass 
t y p e s  intermixed. Mountain mahogany patches a r e  typ ica l ly  confined t o  south 
and west facing slopes near the upper elevations.  Riparian vegetation 
occurs along the streams. 

There a r e  four developed campgrounds and one picnic a rea  which have a 
capacity of 77,441 PAOT-days. Additionally, there a r e  three  in te rpre t ive  
sites with a capacity of 13,850 PAOT-days. Developed s i t e  use is 28,400 
RVD's and dispersed a reas  use 31,500 RVD's. 

The 640-acre Lehman Caves National Monument, within t h i s  a r ea ,  is 
administered by the National Park Service. Management of the  developed 
sites i s  oriented t o  t h e  Wheeler Peak Scenic Area and Lehman Caves National 
Monument. The Park Service and Forest  Service jo in t ly  operate a v i s i t o r  
cen ter  a t  the Monument. They a l s o  cooperate on in t e rp re t ive  t a l k s  and 
other  a reas  t o  achieve mutual objectives.  The two agencies tend t o  
complement each other  w i t h  one providing the major developed a t t r a c t i o n  
(Lehman Caves) and the other camping space and dispersed recrea t iona l  
opportunity. 

There a r e  ten miles of t r a i l  i n  good t o  poor condition. Archaeological 
s i t e s  a r e  present i n  several  areas .  

The majority of the  a rea  is mule deer spring and winter range although some 
Summer range i s  located a t  the higher elevations.  A 350-acre chaining is 
located i n  deer winter range a t  the  south end of the un i t .  This chaining 
was Rocky 
Mountain bighorn sheep winter on the west s i d e  of the area.  Blue grouse and 
some sage grouse occur throughout the un i t .  Rainbow t r o u t ,  brook t rou t ,  and 
the  unique Bonneville cu t th roa t  t rou t  occur i n  the area 's  perennial streams. 

Caves a r e  present i n  the area.  

completed t o  increase mule deer forage i n  a key wintering a rea .  
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This area  receives approximately 2,600 AUMs of domestic l ivestock use. It 
contains A l l  
al lotments a r e  managed under approved allotment management plans. Several 
miles of fencing and many water developments located throughout t h i s  manage- 
ment a rea  help t o  regulate l ivestock d i s t r ibu t ion  and use. Numerous acres  
of vegetative manipulation have been conducted, mainly along the north and 
south ends of t h i s  area t o  increase production of desirable  forage species.  
Overall range condition i s  f a i r  o r  be t t e r .  

Grazing is coordinated t o  comply with recreat ion demands i n  high recreat ion 
use areas .  

A l l  
of t h i s  management area.  
bu t  no horses have been s ighted s ince 1977. 

The Snake Management Area is an important source of nielwood, posts ,  poles,  
Christmas t rees ,  and pinenuts t o  t h e  people of Baker, Nevada and Garrison, 
Utah, and t o  a lesser  extent Ely, Nevada. The area  contains approximately 
75 MBF of nielwood. Approximately 2 MBF of nielwoood has been harvested 
annually i n  recent years. 

A soils inventory has been completed and a map prepared for the  area.  
Parent materials include quar tz i tes  and limestone. There a r e  several  
perennial  streams, most of which have water transmissions associated with 
them. 

There is a low t o  hagh poten t ia l  fo r  beryllium, tungsten, s i l v e r  and gold 
throughout the area.  A t  present there are 6,300 acres under o i l  and gas  
l ea se  and 991 mining claims present. Approximately 2 operating plans a r e  
processed annually. 

There a r e  21 Special-Use Permits. These include powerlines, water transmis- 
s ion  l ines,  Private 
inholdings include 1,517 acres.  Land l i n e  locat ion does not  have a high 
p r i o r i t y .  

F a c i l i t i e s  Lehman Caves home 
and t r a i l e r  (outside MA) , and several  smaller outlying administrative s i t e s .  
The withdrawals for  the  smaller s i t e s  have been recommended fo r  revocation. 
There a r e  101 miles of inventoried Forest  roads and 26 miles of 
uninventoried roads. 

Lightning is the major cause of f i r e .  One or two f ires occur annually. Law 
enforcement a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  targeted a t  recreat ion and timber. 

portions of seven grazing allotments (5 c a t t l e  and 2 sheep). 

of t h e  Murphy Wash Wild Horse Territory is located i n  t h e  southern h a l f  
1978, A t e r r i t o r y  management plan was wri t ten in 

roads, telephone l i n e s ,  an electronic  s i t e  and apiary. 

include the Baker Guard Stat ion (outside MA), 

Manaaement PresccULUua 

Recreation: Emphasize dispersed recreat ion except a t  developed 
sites. A i m  developed s i t e  management t o  
maintenance of heal th  and safety items. Make group 
camping f a c i l i t y  avai lable .  Manage caves as stated 
i n  t h e  D i s t r i c t  Cave Management Plan. Maintain 
cooperation with NPS a t  Lehman Caves Visitor 
Center. Relocate Lexington Arch T r a i l .  
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Wildlife & Fish: Maintainlimprove t h e  qual i ty  of big game winter 
range and aquatic habi ta t s .  Current habi ta t  u se  by 
threatened and endangered species  w i l l  be 
maintained, and no c o n f l i c t s  from other  uses w i l l  
be permitted. Populations of  hunted Management 
Indicator  Species (MIS) w i l l  be maintained a t  
current  l eve l s .  All other  MIS w i l l  b e  maintained 
a t  l eve l s  t h a t  exceed requirements for minimum 
viable  populations. 

Range: 

Timber: 

Soil & Water: 

Minerals: 

Lands : 

Facilities: 

Maintain an ac t ive  range program t h a t  is compatible 
wi th  other  uses,  pa r t i cu la r ly  recreat ion.  Cost 
e f f ec t ive  management systems and techniques a r e  
emphasized t o  achieve optimal production. 
Maintenance and reconstruction of exis t ing 
improvements and construction of new improvements, 
including nonstructrual improvements, w i l l  
continue with c lose  adherence t o  allotment manage- 
ment plans. 

Fuelwood sales w i l l  continue t o  be made on the a rea  
as demand and resource po ten t i a l  allow. Use of 
timber stand improvement funds w i l l  be used t o  
improve the qual i ty  and quantity of  Christmas trees 
and improve roads for b e t t e r  access t o  avai lable  
fuelwcod supplies.  Brist lecone pine w i l l  be 
protected from cut t ing  or remcval except for 
research and s c i e n t i f i c  purposes. Care w i l l  be 
taken t o  avoid excessive cu t t ing  i n  r ipar ian  zones. 
Protection of Management Indicator  Species hab i t a t  
w i l l  take precedence over fuelwood harvesting where 
c o n f l i c t s  ex i s t .  

Protecting water qual i ty  and maintaining s o i l  
product ivi ty  w i l l  have p r i o r i t y  over the use of 
other  resources. 

Mineral proposals w i l l  be handled expeditiously and 
operations w i l l  be carr ied out i n  an 
environmentally sound manner. 

Allow new spec ia l  uses i f  proponent shcws Forest  t o  
be best loca t ion  and no unacceptable impacts occur. 
Remove Scenic Area designation when wilderness 
l e g i s l a t i o n  is passed. 

Construct new Guard S ta t ion ,  o f f i ce  and water 
system, and trailer court  for seasonals. Remove 
f a c i l i t i e s  no longer needed. Maintain housing t o  a 
good condition. Coordinate road management w i t h  
o ther  resource uses. 
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Protection: Provide a l e v e l  of f ire  protection, insect and 
disease control and law enforcement that W i l l  
preserve the Forest environment and provide f o r  
public safety.  
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BRISTLECONE RECOMMENDED WILDERNESS 
MANAGEMENT AREA - 51,700 ACRES 

The Bristlecone Recommended Wilderness Area is i n  t h e  southern Snake Range. 
It extends along t h e  eas t  edge of Nevada i n  the Basin and Range 
physiographic province. The elongated north-south trending range is bounded 
on the  west by Spring Valley and on the eas t  by Snake Valley. Elevations 
vary from 6,000 f e e t  t o  over 13,000 fee t .  

The area is located approximately 40 miles southeast of Ely, 
e n t i r e l y  i n  White Pine County. 

The eas t  side perimeter of the area is accessed by paved and improved d i r t  
roads. West s ide  access is by unimproved d i r t  roads. 

The southern Snake Range has excellent wilderness qua l i t i e s .  Approximately 
h a l f  of the  area was designated as a Scenic Area i n  1958 t o  pro tec t  its 
outstanding scenic, geologic, and botanical values. The 13,063-foot Wheeler 
Peak is a very prominent landmark. There a r e  f i v e  alpine l akes  i n  var ious 
drainages. The backbone of the Snake Range is narrow and not  e a s i l y  
traversed. Below the c r e s t  are steep, rocky canyons with Englemann spruce, 
limber pine, white fir, aspen and scat tered ponderosa pine and Douglas Pir .  
A t  the  highest elevations are brist lecone pine for which t h e  area is noted 
and named. 

Approximately 39 miles of t r a i l  traverse the  area. Included i n  t h i s  figure 
are 10 miles of a National Recreation Trail System. Trail condi t ions range 
from good t o  poor. A permanently signed in te rpre t ive  t ra i l  is present 
within the  a rea  which receives 900 RVDs of use annually. Annual dispersed 
use for the  a rea  is 4,200 RVDs. 

A var ie ty  of w i l d l i f e  and f i s h  species inhabi t  t h i s  area. Some are year- 
long residents ,  while others  occur only seasonally. The majority of t h e  
a rea  is mule deer summer range. Rocky Mountain bighorn sheep a l s o  summer i n  
t h e  western half  of the  area. Blue grouse can be found throughout t h e  uni t .  
Rainbow t rou t ,  brook t rou t  and the unique Bonneville cu t throa t  t r o u t  occur 
i n  the  area's perennial streams. Fisher ies  a l s o  occur i n  some of the  high 
elevat ion lakes. 

Livestock grazing occurs throughout much of t h e  area except the  high 
mountain a rea  around S t e l l a  and Teresa Lakes. Use amounts t o  approximately 
1,764 AUMs and is shared between portions of f i v e  grazing al lotments  (3 
c a t t l e  and 2 sheep) during t h e  summer months. Cost-effective management 
systems and techniques including a small amount of fencing and water 
developments a r e  employed t o  improve l ivestock d i s t r ibu t ion  and t o  promote 
uniform forage use a s  directed through approved allotment management plans. 
Approximately 71 percent of t h e  range resource is i n  fair  or better 
condition. 

A soils inventory has  been completed and maps prepared for the  area.  The 
majority of parent material i s  quartzi te  o r  limestone. The headwaters of 
several  perennial streams extend along the area. 

Nevada and is 
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The western half  of t h e  a rea  has h i g h  potenti61 f o r  beryll ium, t u x s t e n ,  
s i l v e r  and gold. The east h a l f  has low potent ia l .  There a r e  no o i l  and gas 
leases .  There a r e  131 miring claims. Approximately one operating plan is 
submitted annually. 

The only spec ia l  uses  a r e  those associated wi th  research o r  environmental 
monitoring. of 
M t .  Washmgton. Included a r e  br i s t lecone  pine t r e e s  which may be over 3,000 
years old.  E f fo r t s  a r e  d i rec ted  a t  protecting t h i s  a r e a ,  including keeping 
it i so la ted  from roads and o ther  improvements. No p r iva t e  land is t o t a l l y  
within the proposal. 

No f a c i l i t i e s  are located i n  t h e  proposal. 

A Research Natural Area has  been proposed t o  the northeast  

Manage the  recommended wilderness area t o  pro tec t  its wilderness 
cha rac t e r i s t i c s  pending a decis ion by Congress. 

Wilderness: 

Recreation: 

Pro tec t  the  a rea  t o  preserve its na tura l  s t a t e .  
Allow the  ecosystems t o  function without man-caused 
in te r fe rence ,  except for  f i re  cont ro l  and mineral 
explora t ioddevelopmnts .  Obtain language i n  
Wilderness B i l l  t o  a l l o w  ex is t ing  in te rpre t ive  
s igns  a t  br is t lecone in t e rp re t ive  s i t e .  

Manage recreat ion t o  be compatible w i t h  t h e  
wilderness resource. Maintain ex is t ing  t r a i l s  and 
construct  new t r a i l s  a s  needed. Construct a t r a i l  
from Wheeler Peak summit t o  North Fork of Baker 
Creek. 

W i l d l i f e  and Fish: Maintain/improve the qua l i ty  of aquat ic  habi ta t s .  
Current hab i t a t  use by threatened and endangered 
species  w i l l  be maintained and no c o n f l i c t s  from 
other  uses w i l l  be permitted. Populations of 
hunted MIS w i l l  be maintained a t  cur ren t  leve ls .  
A l l  o ther  MIS w i l l  b e  maintained a t  l eve l s  t h a t  
exceed requirement for minimum viable  populations. 

Grazing: 

Timber: 

Soi l  and Water: 

Grazing use w i l l  be  managed t o  maintain t h e  
wilderness qual i ty  o f  t h i s  a rea  and t o  be 
compatible w i t h  recrea t iona l  a c t i v i t i e s .  
Maintenance, reconstruction and construct ion of new 
improvements w i l l  follow wilderness management 
cons t ra in ts .  

Allow no harvest .  

Protecting water qual i ty  and maintaining s o i l  
product ivi ty  w i l l  have precedence over t h e  use  o f  
o the r  resources. 
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Minerals: 

Lands : 

A l l o w  va l id  mineral and energy exploration and 
development a c t i v i t i e s  on exis t ing claims and 
leases  while protecting the wilderness resource. 

Permit no dis turbing uses. A Research Natural 
Area is recommended t o  the  northeast  of  M t .  
Washington; an Establishment Record w i l l  be 
prepared and submitted t o  t h e  Regional Fores te r .  
Post wilderness boundary a t  major access poin ts .  
Remove Scenic Area designation from t h e  e n t i r e  
d iv is ion  following wilderness l eg i s l a t ion .  
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WARD MOUNTAIN MANAGEMENT AREA - 39,797 ACRES 

DescriDtion 

The Ward Mountain Management Area is located i n  the middle of the Egan 
Range. The Forest  boundary is the management area boundary. The area is  
located f i v e  miles south of Ely, Nevada. Nearby small towns are: Ruth 
and M c G i l l ,  Nevada. The area forms a backdrop t o  U.S. Highways 50, 6 and 
93. 

The area ranges i n  elevation from 6,800 feet t o  10,936 feet a t  Ward 
Mountain. The t e r r a i n  i s  a result of massive up l i f t i ng  along fault lines i n  
the Great Basin and Range Province. 

"his area l ies  within the Intermountain sagebrush/pinyon- juniper ecosystem. 
Pinyon-juniper and mountain brush communities dominate much of the  lower 
slopes wi th  i s lands  of sagebrush-grass types intermixed. The upper slopes 
are covered with white f i r ,  Douglas-fir, limber pine, and br is t lecone pine. 
Aspen stands and sagebrush-grass types a l so  occur a t  higher elevations. 

Access t o  the  area is provided by numerous primitive roads on the north, 
west, and east s ides  of the area. U.S. Highway 6 in t e r sec t s  t h e  
northwestern corner of t he  area. 

Developed recreat ion sites include a campground and a p icn ic  area wi th  a 
combined capacity of 70,074 PAOT days. These sites are moderately developed 
with water, p i t  t o i l e t s  and some site hardening. Developed si te u88 has 
been 7,100 RVDs and dispersed site use of 20,700 RVDs.  Because the Murray 
Summit area is close t o  the town of Ely, the area is a center  of winter  
recreat ional  a c t i v i t i e s .  

A var ie ty  of wildl i fe  species inhab i t  t h i s  area. Some are year-long 
residents ,  The majority of the uni t  i s  
used as summer habi ta t  for l imited numbers of mule deer. The summer range 
i s  i n  good condition. Mule deer are limited because of lack of watering 
areas. No permanent streams are located on the  area. 

Both sheep and catt le grazing occurs within the area on separate  allotments. 
These are: East Ward, Terrace, and West Ward. The East and West Ward 
allotments are under improved, intensive management. The Terrace allotment 
is under improved, extensive management because of the lack of s t ruc tura l  
and nonstructural  range improvements. 

The Ward Mountain un i t  is used as a source for pinenuts, Christmas trees, 
and fuelwood. The area contains approximetely 22,000 acres of pinyon- 
juniper woodland of which 25 percent is accessible and avai lable  f o r  
harvest. Approximately 70 percent (280 MBF) of the Ely Ranger District 
fuelwood is removed from t h i s  uni t  annually. 

P 

while others occur only seasonally. 
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Watershed values on the area a re  high. The l imi ted  amount of l i v e  water is 
used by the nearby communities of Ruth and E l y  f o r  domestic water. The area  
a l so  contains the Murray Watershed Project  which was constructed t o  control  
runoff and prevent the occasional flooding of E l y  which occurred in past  
years. 

There is limited mining ac t iv i ty  on the  area a t  present. 

F i r e  potent ia l  on t h i s  area is high due t o  l igh tn ing  occurrence, moderate 
human ac t iv i ty ,  and fuelwood slash from pas t  fuelwood sales. Several fires 
have occurred. Most f i r e s  have been r e l a t i v e l y  small, although an 
occasional fire has had potent ia l  t o  become large such as the Gubler Canyon 
burn, which occurred i n  the l a t e  19501s o r  early 1960's. 

There a re  s i x  special  uses i n  the management area. These include 
powerlines, water transmissions, shelters, road and antenna. There are 
1,039 acres  of inholdings which do not have a high p r io r i ty  f o r  
consolidation or  exchange. 

The major administrative site is the  Ely Ranger District Office (outside 
MA). A small cabin located within the Ward Mountain Campground has been 
used a s  seasonal housing i n  the past. There a r e  42 miles of inventoried 
Forest roads and 30 miles of uninventoried roads in t he  area. 

Manaaement Prescriotion 

Recreation: Emphasize dispersed recreat ion except a t  Ward 
Mountain Recreation Site. I n s t a l l  vaulted 
bathrooms t o  cor rec t  heal th  and sa fe ty  problems. 
I n s t a l l  new water system i f  Ruth-Kennecott pipel ine 
is shut of f .  

Wildlife & Fish: Populations of hunted Management Indicator  Species 
w i l l  be maintained a t  current  leve ls .  All other  
MIS w i l l  be maintained a t  levels which exceed 
viable populations. The qua l i t y  of b ig  game summer 
range w i l l  be maintained. 

Range : Continue w i t h  a qua l i t y  range program t h a t  
optimizes t h e  production and use of forage on a l l  
su i tab le  range t o  the extent  it is cost-effective 
and optimizes w i l d l i f e  hab i t a t  f o r  desired species. 
Range improvements w i l l  be  constructed, 
reconstructed and maintained. 

Control noxious weeds as funding levels allow. 
Areas now closed t o  graging w i l l  remain closed. 
Predator control  w i l l  be allowed on grazing 
allotments where needed. 
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Timber: 

Soil and Water: 

Mineral 8:  

Protection: 

Lands: 

F a c i l i t i e s :  

Fuelwood sales w i l l  continue t o  be made on the area 
as demand and resource poten t ia l  allow. The 
cu t t ing  of Christmas trees and the  sales of 
fuelwood o f f e r  po ten t ia l  f o r  improved range and 
w i l d l i f e  habi ta t .  Use of timber stand improvement 
funds w i l l  be used t o  improve the qua l i ty  and 
quantity of Christmas trees and improve roads for 
better access t o  avai lable  fuelwood supplies. 
Bristlecone pine w i l l  be protected from cut t ing  or 
removal except for research and s c i e n t i f i c  purposes 
as allowed by permit. 

Maintain the  Murray Watershed t o  protect  the  
community of Ely, Nevada from potent ia l ly  damaging 
high runoff. Allow no act ivi t ies  on the  Murray 
Watershed which would increase erosion or runoff 
potent ia l .  This includes the  continued elimination 
of l ivestock grazing, no fuelwood col lect ion,  
confine motorized use t o  the designated roads, and 
coordination with mining interests t o  reduce or 
eliminate surface impacts. 

Mineral proposals w i l l  be handled expeditiously and 
operations w i l l  be carried out i n  an environmental- 
l y  sound manner. Extra precautions w i l l  be taken 
on any mining or exploration activit ies t h a t  may 
occur i n  the  Murray Watershed t o  keep surface 
disturbance t o  a minimum. 

An appropriate suppression response w i l l  be made on 
a l l  wildf i res .  Interagency cooperation w i l l  
continue t o  achieve a cos t  effective protection 
program. Use of prescribed f ire will be u t i l i t z e d  
t o  improve range and w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t  where 
practical. 

Exis t ing spec ia l  uses w i l l  be maintained. New 
special  uses w i l l  be allowed If proponent shows 
t h a t  National Forest  land is the  best  locat ion and 
no unacceptable impacts occur. 

Facil i t ies required t o  meet t h e  administrative 
needs of t he  area will be maintained. Removal o r  
addition of some s t ruc tu res  may be needed. 

Road management w i l l  be coordinated with other  
a c t i v i t i e s .  
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WHITE PINE MANAGEMENT AREA - 344,575 ACRES 

Descriotion 

The White P ine  Management Area l i e s  approximately 50 miles west o f  Ely i n  
eas t -cent ra l  Nevada, i n  White Pine and Nye Counties. The high peaks of the 
White Pine Range, reaching over 11,000 f e e t  elevation, and adjacent 
f o o t h i l l s  run generally north-south f o r  40 miles. The a rea  lies within the 
Basin and Range physiographic province and is bounded by Railroad Valley t o  
the west and by Jakes and White River Valleys t o  t h e  eas t .  Access is 
provided primarily by U.S. Highway 50 from the north and Highway 6 from the  
east and south. 

The t e r r a i n  is a r e s u l t  of water and volcanic deposited sediments, l a t e r  
u p l i f t e d  i n t o  fault-blcck mountain ranges. Soi l s  have moderate erosion 
p o t e n t i a l  and ser ious erosion problems occur i n  several  r ipar ian  areas.  

Th i s  a rea  l ies within the intermountain sagebrusWponderosa pine ecosystem. 
Pinyon pine and juniper dominate the lower slopes and white f ir ,  limber pine 
and b r i s t l econe  pine occupy the upper e levat ions.  

Yearlong dispersed recrea t ion  focuses on hunting, f i sh ing ,  camping and 
explor ing h i s to r i c  mining camps. Developed recreation a reas  a r e  provided a t  
White River and Currant Creek. There a r e  approximately 5 miles of trails i n  
poor condition which receive l i g h t  use. 

The northern portion of the  a rea  contains widespread h i s t o r i c  resources 
assoc ia ted  with the concentration of the  old mining camps i n  the area.  
P r e h i s t o r i c  s i t e s  a r e  found throughout the  area; only a few have been 
recorded. 

The a rea  contains important mule deer summer range, migratory routes  and 
some win te r  range. Mule deer range is i n  sa t i s fac tory  condition w i t h  s tab le  
and downward trends. Portions of t h e  a rea  a r e  important t o  upland game 
s p e c i e s ,  par t icu lar ly  sage grouse s t ru t t ing  grounds and summer habi ta t .  The 
u n i t  provides hab i t a t  f o r  Nevada's northern most population of deser t  
bighorn sheep. 

The a rea  is intensively managed t o  produce forage fo r  catt le on six 
a l lo tments .  Most of the  range resource is i n  poor o r  f a i r  condition with a 
static trend. Approximately one-quarter of the  t o t a l  forage is provided by 
revegetated areas. Range development a c t i v i t i e s  have been concentrated on 
t h i s  a rea ;  a large number of fence, pipel ine and revegetation pro jec ts  have 
been completed. 

A 227,000 acre  w i l d  horse t e r r i t o r y  has been designated on the western half  
of the area  and is managed according t o  an approved management plan. Use by 
w i l d  horses is on the increase.  Roundups t o  maintain the horse population 
a t  prescr ibed leve ls  have been completed and more a r e  planned fo r  the 
f u t u r e .  

T imber  products, including pinenuts, fuelwocd, posts and poles,  a r e  
harvested on a limited basis .  

il 

Three streams contain f i shable  quant i t ies  of game f i sh .  
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The area is a loca l ly  important watershed f o r  the communities of Preston, 
Lund and Currant a s  well  a s  f o r  several  ranches which depend on water fo r  
i r r iga t ion  from the four  perennial  streams. I l l i p a h  Reservoir, which 
impounds water or iginat ing on the  u n i t ,  has recent ly  been expanded t o  
increase recreat ional  f i sh ing  opportunities.  

Exploration for hardrock minerals has been intensive i n  several  areas w i t h  
high poten t ia l  fo r  gold,  s i l v e r ,  molybdenum and tungsten. Over 4,000 mining 
claims have been staked on the  area.  The White Pine Management Area has t h e  
l a rges t  amount of oil and gas  leasing and exploration a c t i v i t y  of a l l  the 
management areas .  Over 230,000 acres  are under oil and gas leases  and 
preliminary exploration f o r  o i l  and gas  occurs frequently. 

F i r e  potent ia l  i n  t h i s  area is high due t o  l ightning occurrence, although no 
major fires have started recent ly .  Twenty-one wildfires were recorded 
between 1970 and 1980, a l l  caused by l ightning strikes. 

About 4,994 acres  of p r i v a t e  land a r e  within the National Forest  boundary i n  
t h i s  management area.  Most of t h i s  pr iva te  land is patented mining claim 
which have created a land l i n e  loca t ion  problem i n  the northern pa r t  of t h e  
area. A Research Natural Area has been proposed on White Pine Pealc. 
Effor ts  w i l l  be  directed a t  protecting t h e  area.  About 30 spec ia l  use 
permits have been issued f o r  c o m n i c a t i o n s ,  water and energy transmission 
and mining re la ted  improvements. 

During the wilderness -eva lua t ion  process (RARE 11) nine areas were 
ident i f ied a s  roadless; none were recommended f o r  wilderness o r  fu r the r  
study . 

Recreation: 

Wildlife : 

Range: 

Developed and dispersed recreat ion w i l l  be managed 
a t  a less than standard (RSM) level .  Cleanup of 
dispersed areas will occur only a s  p a r t  of  other  
jobs. 

Populations of hunted Management Indicator  Species 
(MIS) w i l l  be maintained a t  current  levels. All 
other  MIS w i l l  be maintained a t  l eve l s  which exceed 
minimum viable  populations. Quality of aquat ic  
h a b i t a t s  and b i g  game winter range w i l l  be 
maintained. Begin s tudy  of dese r t  bighorn sheep 
hab i t a t  f o r  possible fu ture  designation t o  dese r t  
bighorn sheep range, with spec ia l  management 
emphasis f o r  t h i s  species.  

Maintain an ac t ive  range program t h a t  is compatible 
wi th  o ther  resource uses. Cost-effective manage- 
ment systems and techniques a r e  emphasized t o  
achieve optimal production and use of forage on a l l  
s u i t a b l e  range and t o  improve the range resouce. 
Maintenance and reconstruction of exis t ing improve- 
ments and construction of new improvements 
including nonstructural  improvements w i l l  continue 
wi th  c lose  adherence t o  allotment management plans. 
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Timber: 

Watershed: 

Minerals: 

Lands: 

Special  Uses: 

F a c i l i t i e s :  

Protection: 

Noxious weed control  e f f o r t s  w i l l  continue 
following environmental regulat ions and 
r e s t r i c t i o n s .  

Wild horse numbers w i l l  continue t o  be controlled 
according t o  the approved management plan. 

Harvest of fbelwood w i l l  s l i g h t l y  increase.  
Fuelwood w i l l  be managed t o  improve range and 
w i l d l i f e  habi ta t  a s  opportunities a r i s e .  

All a c t i v i t i e s  w i l l  be constrained a s  necessary t o  
protect  water q u a l i t y  and maintain soil 
productivity.  

Mineral operating plans and acres leased f o r  oil 
and gas  w i l l  increase s l i g h t l y .  Mineral proposals 
w i l l  b e  handled expeditiously and operations w i l l  
be car r ied  out  i n  an environmentally sound manner. 

A Research Natural Area on White Pine Peak is 
recommended; an Establishment Record w i l l  be 
prepared and submitted t o  the Regional Forester .  

Utilities may be constructed i n  su i t ab le  cor r idors .  
Special uses  w i l l  be properly maintained. 

Bui ld ings  and administrative sites not  needed w i l l  
be eliminated. Substandard f a c i l i t i e s  w i l l  be 
reconstructed and other f a c i l i t i e s  w i l l  be 
maintained. 

An appropriate  suppression response w i l l  be made on 
a l l  wi ldf i res .  Interagency cooperation w i l l  
continue t o  achieve a cost-effective protect ion 
program. Use of prescribed f i r e  w i l l  be l imited t o  
range and w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t  improvements. 
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QUI" MANAGEMENT AREA - 165,460 ACRES 

Q#criDtion 

The Quinn Division Management Area is comprised of  a l l  the  a rea  on the  Quinn 
Division of the E l y  Ranger D i s t r i c t  not  included i n  the Grant Wilderness 
proposal. It is located approximately 70 a i r  miles from E l y ,  Nevada i n  Nye 
and Lincoln Counties, Nevada. The north/south oriented Quinn Canyon Range 
is located i n  the south ha l f  of the management area.  Railroad Val ley f lanks 
the  west s ide  and Garden Valley the e a s t  s ide  of the area.  

Rook types include Paleozoic sediments and Tertiary in t rus ives .  

Many r idges and s ide  drainages extend eas t  and west from the main 
r idgel ine.  Drainages a r e  long and narrow and have la rge  watershed basins  
tha t  c o l l e c t  and concentrate snowmelt and summer r a i n f a l l  i n to  narrow "U" 
shaped canyons. Pinyon and juniper  t r e e s ,  sagebrush, white fir, aspen, and 
mahongany blend t o  form na tura l  shaped mosaics. The lower elevat ions are 
dominated by pinyon and juniper t rees ;  the  upper e levat ions by sagebrush. 
Limber pine and br is t lecone pine can b e  found along the Elevations 
i n  the management a rea  range from 6,000 f e e t  along the bench t o  over: 10,000 
f e e t  along the c res t .  

Hunting, f i sh ing ,  camping, and hiking a r e  the  dominant recrea t ion  uses of 
the area.  There are no developed recreat ion s i t e s  i n  t h e  a rea .  
Approximately 3,500 recreat ional  v i s i t o r  days (RVD) a r e  spent  i n  t h e  a rea  
each year. Most of the recrea t iona l  use is along Cherry Creek and Pine 
Creek. Approximately 40 miles of poor condition trails receive l i g h t  use. 
Some s igni f icant  archaeological f i n d s  have been located i n  the management 
area.  

Mule deer and deser t  bighorn sheep u t i l i z e  portions of t h i s  management a rea  
f o r  summer and winter range. Key dese r t  bighorn winter range is found i n  
the  northwest p a r t  of  the management a rea  and key mule deer  winter range is  
found in the northeast  p a r t  of the management area.  Mountain l i o n s ,  
coyotes, and bobcats a r e  common. Blue grouse can be found a t  high 
elevat ions near Timber Mountain and chukar along the benchlands. Many non- 
game wi ld l i f e  species  l i v e  i n  the  area.  Pine Creek, Cottonwood Creek, 
Cherry Creek and Troy Creek support populations of  t rou t .  Riparian 
vegetation provides key h a b i t a t  f o r  many species of game and non-game 
animals. 

Livestock grazing occurs throughout t h i s  management area.  kpproximately 
3,200 animal u n i t  months (AUM) a r e  permitted on four summer c a t t l e  
allotments and one winter sheep allotment; Three 
c a t t l e  allotments a r e  managed extensively,  one intensively,  and the  sheep 
allotment i s  managed s o  t h a t  some c a t t l e  use the  allotment.  Sui table  
l ivestock grazing range is very l imited i n  the management a rea .  A his tory  
of poor l ivestock management and a lack of control  over boundaries has 
resul ted i n  poor range condition throughout much of t h e  area. The @inn 
Canyon Wild Horse Teritory located along t h e  western boundary of  t h e  
management area supports an estimated 12 t o  15 horses. 

c r e s t .  

one allotment is vacant. 
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The @inn Division Management Area is an important source of pinenuts. 
Po ten t i a l ly ,  the  a rea  cculd be an important source of  Christmas t r e e s ,  
fuelwood, and t o  a lesser degree, posts.  The Quinn Division is removed from 
most communities and has received minimal use. The a rea  contains 
approximately 80 MBF of fuelwood with most of i t  located i n  the southern 
port ion of the  area. Approximately 15 percent of t h e  woodland is considered 
access ib le  and ava i lab le  f o r  harvest .  Approximately 4 MBF of fuelwood has  
been harvested annually i n  recent  years. 

Watersheds within t h i s  a rea  provide water fo r  four farms, seven perennial 
streams, spr ings,  and underground aquifers.  The main source of water i s  
from winter  storms. L i t t l e  potent ia l  exists fo r  watershed improvement due 
t o  the  high cos t  per benef i t  gained. 

The @inn  area  has  a high potent ia l  fo r  production of  f luorspar ,  gold, 
s i l v e r ,  mercury, and molybdenum. Although o i l  and gas  poten t ia l  is 
considered low, several  h igh  producing o i l  wells a r e  located f ive  miles from 
the  nor theas t  corner of  the management area.  Over 1,000 mining claims are 
held i n  t h e  area. Prospecting is ongoing, but no producing mines a r e  i n  
operation. 

F i r e s  have played a small r o l e  i n  shaping the  s t ruc tu re  of the  vegetative 
community i n  t h i s  area.  The l a rges t  
f i r e  during the decade of the  seventies was 200 acres  i n  1972. The area 's  
c l imate  is hot and dry during the summer, b u t  fue l  is sca t te red  and discon- 
t inuous,  thus hampering the  spread of f i r e  except under i d e a l  conditions. 

Pr iva te  land ,  mainly patented mining claims, within the  bounds of t h i s  
management a rea  t o t a l s  542 acres. constructed 
through the  years t o  serv ice  past  producing mines and conduct assessment o r  
explorat ion work. 

Two adminis t ra t ive s i t e s  a r e  located i n  the management a rea .  Cherry Creek 
Guard S ta t ion  is the  primary use s i t e ;  Cottonwood Guard S ta t ion  cons is t s  
mainly of one cabin. There are 73 miles of inventoried and 40 miles of 
uninventoried Forest  roads i n  the  @inn Canyon management a rea .  

Most f i r e s  a r e  s t a r t ed  by l ightning.  

Some mining roads have been 

There a r e  e ight  special  uses i n  t h e  management area.  

P r e s c r i W  

Recreation: Dispersed recreat ion w i l l  be managed a t  a less than 
standard leve l .  Clean-up of  dispersed a reas  w i l l  
occur only a s  par t  of other  jobs. 

W i l d l i f e  and Fish: The qual i ty  of aquatic h a b i t a t s  w i l l  be maintained. 
Big game winter ranges w i l l  be maintained a t  
current  production leve ls .  Populations of hunted 
MIS w i l l  be maintained a t  cur ren t  levels .  A l l  
o ther  MIS w i l l  be maintained a t  l eve l s  t ha t  exceed 
requirements for  minimum viable  populations. 

Range : Adjustments i n  permitted l ivestock numbers a r e  
anticipated on t h i s  area. Populations of sens i t ive  
plant  species w i l l  be maintained. 
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Timber: 

Water: 

Minerals : 

Protection: 

Lands: 

Fac i l i t i e s :  

Maintain an ac t ive  range program t h a t  is compatible 
wi th  other  resource uses. Cost e f f ec t ive  
management systems and techniques a r e  emphasized t o  
achieve optimal prcduction and use of  forage on a l l  
su i tab le  range and t o  improve the  range resource. 
Maintenance and reconstruction of ex i s t ing  
improvements and construction of new improvements 
including nonstructural  improvements w i l l  continue 
wi th  c lose adherence t o  allotment management plans.  
Noxious weed control e f f o r t s  w i l l  continue 
following environmental regula t ions  and 
r e s t r i c t ions .  

Wild horses w i l l  be managed t o  prevent expansion of 
the herd outs ide of the habi ta t ' s  c a p a b i l i t i e s .  

Fuelwood and Christmas tree harves ts  w i l l  be 
increased t o  meet increased demands, improve range 
and wi ld l i fe  habi ta t ,  reduce f i r e  hazard, and 
cont ro l  the  spread of insec ts  and disease.  
Pinenuts w i l l  be harvested when avai lable .  
Ponderosa pine and br is t lecone p i n e  w i l l  be 
protected for research or scenic purposes. 

Manage and improve water qua l i ty  and s o i l  
conservation through proper range management 
pract ices .  A l l  a c t i v i t i e s  w i l l  be constrained as 
necessary t o  protect  water qua l i ty  and maintain 
s o i l  productivity.  

Mineral proposals w i l l  be  handled expedi t iously and 
operations w i l l  be carr ied o u t  i n  an 
environmentally sound manner. 

An appropriate suppression response w i l l  be made on 
a l l  wildf i res .  Use of prescribed f i re  w i l l  be 
l imited t o  range and wi ld l i f e  h a b i t a t  improvements. 

Continue ex is t ing  special  uses. Allow new special 
uses i f  proponent shows National Fores t  land t o  be 
t h e  bes t  loca t ion  and no unacceptable impacts occur. 

The Cherry Creek Guard S ta t ion  w i l l  be maintained 
a t  its present s ize .  The Cottonwood Guard S t a t i o n  
w i l l  be maintained a s  required. Coordinate road 
management with a l l  other  a c t i v i t i e s .  
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GRANT RECOMMENDED WILDERNESS MANAGEMENT 
AREA - 43,100 ACRES 

Description 

The Grant Recommended Wilderness Area is located approximately 80 a i r  miles 
southwest of Ely, i n  Nye County, Nevada. The management area is e n t i r e l y  
within the Grant Mountain Range and i s  bordered on the eas t  by Garden Valley 
and on the west by Railroad Valley. 

An exceptional a t t r i b u t e  of t h i s  area is  t h e  opportunity f o r  sol i tude and 
i so la t ion .  The highest point within t h e  area's norttdsouth oriented 
mountain range is Troy Peak at  11,298 feet. 

Paleozoic sediments, Mesozoic granitic in t rus ives ,  and Tert iary volcanics 
can be found w i t h i n  the  area. 

Timber drainage 
serves  as the  boundary for  the south end. Many s ide  r idges and drainages 
spur east and west from the  main drainage. 

The vas t  majority of t h i s  area is covered by pinyon and juniper. Stands of 
white fir,  mountain mahogany, aspen, and an occasional ponderosa pine 
comprise areas of the mountain. Bristlecone pine and limber pine grow along 
the  c r e s t  of t h e  range near Troy Peak. Barren rock outcrops create  a visual  
cont ras t  t o  the  vegetative cover. 

Hunting, hiking, photography and w i l d l i f e  viewing are the major a c t i v i t i e s  
r e c r e a t i o n i s t s  pursue i n  t h i s  area. Annual recreat ion use is estimated t o  
be 300 recreat ional  v i s i t o r  days (RVDs).  Approximately seven miles of poor 
condition t r a i l s  exist a t  lower elevat ions.  

A var i e ty  of w i ld l i f e  inc luding  mammals, b i rds ,  r ep t i l e s ,  and amphibians 
inhabi t  t h i s  area. Mule deer and desert bighorn sheep summer a t  t h e  higher 
e levat ions of the area around Troy Peak. Many other  nongame w i l d l i f e  
species  l i ve  i n  t h e  area. 

Livestock grazing occurs on an extremely l imited bas i s  within t h i s  
management area due t o  the lack of water and forage and because of steep, 
inaccessible  areas .  The management area l ies  within two summer c a t t l e  
allotments,  The a rea  
provides very few (less than 200 AUMs) animal un i t  months f o r  grazing. The 
Quinn Canyon Wild Horse Ter r i to ry  includes the bench on the  west s ide  of 
t h i s  area; however, no horses have been sighted w i t h i n  the  Grant Range 
wilderness proposal. 

Timber resources produced within t h e  area include pinenuts, posts, firewood, 
and Chris tmas trees. The area has a very marginal po ten t ia l  f o r  s ign i f icant  
production of these resources s ince  l i m i t e d  a c c e s s i b i l i t y  prevents cost- 
effective u t i l i z a t i o n  of the products. 

Very l i t t l e  water is released from t h i s  area. Troy Creek is the only 
perennial stream headwatered within the  management area.  Springs w i t h i n  and 
below t h e  area are fed by water collected i n  t h i s  management area. 

Mountain bounds the north end of the  a rea  and Cherry Creek 

one winter sheep allotment and one vacant allotment. 
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Mineral potent ia l  is rated a s  high i n  the north and south ends of t he  
management area and low throughout the cent ra l  portion. Minerals t ha t  are 
considered t o  have high potential  f o r  development are gold, s i l v e r ,  lead, 
and fluorspar.  

F i r e  a c t i v i t y  is l i g h t  i n  t h i s  area. F i r e s  are primarily ignited by 
l ightning. Dry weather, common i n  t h i s  area, combined with rough, steep, 
inaccessible country increases the potent ia l  f o r  large fires. The Bordoli 
fire i n  1977 burned 1000 acres. 

There are no private  lands, special uses, or  faci l i t ies  within t h i s  area. 

Management Prescription 

Manage the recommended wilderness t o  protect  its wilderness characteristics 
pending a decision by Congress: 

Wilderness: 

Recreation: 

Protect the area t o  preserve its natural state. 
Allow the  ecosystem t o  function without man-caused 
interference, except for fire control and mineral 
exploratioddevelopment. Place signs a t  major 
access points. 

Manage recreation t o  be compatible w i t h  the 
wilderness resource. Develop new trails as they 
are needed and ident i f ied  t o  enhance dispersed 
recreation use. 

Wildlife and Fish: Manage wildlife using methods compatible with 
wilderness resources. Desert bighorn sheep winter 
range w i l l  be maintained at  current production 
levels. Populations of hunted MIS w i l l  be 
maintained at  current leve ls .  Begin study of desert 
bighorn sheep habi ta t  f o r  possible fu tu re  
designation t o  desert bighorn sheep range wi th  
special management emphasis for t h i s  species. 

Range: 

Timber: 

Soi l  and Water: 

Mineral s : 

Manage livestock t o  be compatible with wilderness 
resources and Desert bighorn needs. 

No woodland products w i l l  be harvested. 

Manage t o  maintain or improve Mater qua l i ty  and 
s o i l  productivity. 

Manage minerals resources t o  prevent impacts t o  the 
wilderness character. Development of existing 
mineral resources w i l l  be accomplished using 
methods t h a t  w i l l  not impair wilderness character. 
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Protection: An appropriate suppression response w i l l  be made on 
a l l  wildfires. 

Allow no surface disturbing uses. Lands and Paoilities: 
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SANTA ROSA MANAGEMENT AREA - 268,493 ACRES 

The Santa Rosa Management Area encompasses the  e n t i r e  Santa Rosa Ranger 
District. The area  is an i so la ted  divis ion of the Humboldt National Forest  
and is located i n  the  eastern one-third of Humboldt County i n  northwestern 
Nevada. National Forest  administered lands begin approximately twenty s i x  
miles nor th  of Winnemcca and extend north over fo r ty  miles t o  the  Nevada/ 
Oregon s t a t e  l i n e .  

The southern ha l f  of the  management a rea  is steep and rugged, with roads up 
t o  t h e  National Forest  boundary, but l i t t l e  vehicle access onto the Forest .  
Grani te ,  Santa Rosa, Paradise and Singas peaks a r e  a l l  over 9,400 f e e t  above 
sea l eve l .  These peaks form a backbone which drops abruptly,  through steep 
canyons t o  t h e  val ley f loo r s  on e i t h e r  s ide  of  the  Forest  t o  an elevat ion of 
4,500 feet. North of Granite Peak the backbone effect of the  southern 
po r t ion  is less dominant, giving way t o  the broad b u t  rugged river basins 
and head waters of Martin Creek, North Fork of the  L i t t l e  Humboldt River and 
Quinn River. 

The management a rea  is bas ica l ly  a massive complex of  a l te rna t ing  rhyo l i t e  
and b a s a l t i c  flows with a granitic intrusion through t h e  southwestern 
por t ion .  

Stream channels a r e  general ly  l ined  with willows and aspen. Lower slopes 
are sagebrush. Some slopes become a m i x  o f  sagebrush with snowberry on 
moist  sites and b i t t e r b r u s h  and serviceberry on dryer s t i e s .  High moist 
s lopes  support  pockets of aspen above 6,000 feet. Dry rocky r idges  support 
o u r l l e a f  mountain mahogany and the higherst  exposed ridges support some 
limber pine.  Wild 
flowers are abundant. 

There are cur ren t ly  13 grazing allotments on the  management area with a 
t o t a l  of about 53,000 AUMs. A l l  allotments a r e  present ly  c a t t l e  allotments,  
managed according t o  approved allotment management plans,  except f o r  t h e  
E i g h t  Mile Allotment, whioh is closed t o  grazing. Livestock grazing w i l l  
cont inue t o  be t h e  major emphasis on the Santa Rosa Management Area. 
Approximately 75 percent of t h e  su i t ab le  range is i n  f a i r  or b e t t e r  
condi t ion.  Continued range improvement pro jec ts  w i l l  be necessary t o  
maintain and increase the number of acres of rangeland i n  fa i r  or b e t t e r  
condi t ion.  

There is curren t ly  one developed campground t h a t  has a capacity of 14,145 
PAOT days. It is used mostly on weekends and during hunting season. 
Dispersed recrea t ion  is increasing annually. There a r e  an estimated 6,000 
v i s i t o r  days per year. There is a t r a c t  of three recreat ion residences 
located along Road Creek. Pr incipal  dispersed recreat ion a c t i v i t i e s  are 
s igh t see ing ,  f i sh ing ,  hunting, camping, picnicking and snowmobiling. The 
Indian Creek - Canyon Creek road corr idor  lies i n  an a rea  of na tura l  beauty 
and is managed t o  preserve its scenic qua l i t i es .  

There is no pinyon-juniper type on the  management area.  
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Wildlife is a s ign i f i can t  resource of the management a rea ,  both c u l t u r a l l y  
and economically. There is a wide v a r i e t y  of game and nongame wi ld l i f e  
species i n  t h e  management area.  The management a rea  contains c r i t i c a l  
summer/fall range for mule deer which a r e  one of the  important big game 
species i n  the area.  

Antelope a r e  another important b i g  game species  on the  management area.  The 
present estimated population of antelope is about 200 animals. The primary 
antelope Wild 
Bill, North Fork, Martin Basin and B u t t e r m i l k  allotments.  Habitat is 
pr imar i ly  low sagebrush and Wyoming b i g  sagebrush. 

Mountain l i o n  populations have increased. This increase is r e f l ec t ed  i n  
harvest  data  collected over the l a s t  few years.  

Sage grouse inhabi t  approximately two-thirds of the management area. The 
major s t r u t t i n g  grounds a r e  located on the  northeastern p a r t  of  the  area.  
Chukar and Hungarian partridge inhabi t  most of the management area.  Good 
chukar hunting has been the  ru l e  over t h e  p a s t  several  years. Q u a i l  a r e  
a l so  present on the management area.  There a r e  plans t o  intrcduce sharp- 
t a i l ed  grouse i n  the near future .  

Cal i fornia  blghorn sheep were reintroduced on the  Santa Rosa District i n  
Eight  Mile Canyon i n  1978. The population has grown from 12 t o  35 sheep i n  
1984. There are plans f o r  another t ransplan t  i n  the  Sawtooth Mountain a rea  
i n  the near fbture .  

There a r e  a l s o  numerous species of nongame mammals and b i r d s  throughout the 
management area.  

Approximately 70 miles of f i shable  streams a r e  scat tered throughout the  
area.  Brook, rainbow, brown and the threatened Lahontan cu t th roa t  t r o u t  are 
prevalent species. There has been considerable loss of the  f i s h  h a b i t a t  due 
t o  recent  flooding. 

The 
taken for firewood. 

Water is an important resource of the management area.  Nearly all resource 
development i n  the Santa Rosa Range and i n  the  adjacent va l leys  is dependent 
upon the approximately 120,000 acre-feet  of water t h a t  flows from t h i s  
important watershed. Watershed conditions a r e  r e l a t i v e l y  s t a b l e  except f o r  
several  drainages where land slumps and flooding during t h e  spr ings of 1982 
and 1983 caused considerable stream and adjacent r ipa r i an  area damage. 
Water qual i ty  on t h e  a rea  is considered t o  b e  good. 

Water r igh ts  appl icat ions a r e  current ly  being f i l e d  on developed spr ings  t o  
comply wi th  S t a t e  water law. Future appl icat ions w i l l  be applied for on 
instream flows t o  protect  stream channel s t a b i l i t y  and f i s h  and w i l d l i f e  
habi ta t .  

There is only one oil and gas l ease  on the area;  i n t e r e s t  i n  these resources 
is increasing throughout the a rea .  Mineral prospecting and explorat ion 
a c t i v i t y  are increasing. 

summer range includes the lower port ions of the  Quinn River, 

Ef for t s  a r e  being made t o  improve f i s h  hab i t a t .  

only timber resource on the  management a rea  is a small amount of aspen 
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There a r e  approximately 30,146 acres  of  pr ivate  property within the National 
Fo res t  boundary. Currently landowners have shown i n t e r e s t  i n  consolidating 
p r i v a t e  inholdings within the National Forest boundary. There a r e  a l s c  
roads through pr iva te  land tha t  we do not have a ROW on. One p r i v a t e  
landowner has proposed several  possible exchanges, mostly i n  the Dutch John 
Creek area .  

There a r e  only six spec ia l  use permits on the management area.  

There 
a rea .  These are: 

a r e  four administrative s i t e s  on or  i n  the v i c in i ty  of the  managenent 

Laca Camp (not  withdrawn) 
Lamance (withdrawn, cancelled) 
Martin Creek 
Paradise Valley 

Wildf i re  is a common occurrence on the management area.  Both man-caused and 
l i gh tn ing  fires occur about equally. There a r e ,  on the average, over two 
w i l d f i r e s  per year.  About one fourth of the  f i r e s  are l a rge r  than 300 acres  
They are grass  and brush f i r e s  and a r e  usually controlled a f t e r  t h e  first 
burning period. Access f o r  f ire suppression is poor. Between 1970 and 
1980, 16 fires were recorded. Nine of these f ires were man-caused and t h e  
remaining seven were l ightning strikes. This represents the  only management 
a r e a  where man-caused fires exceed l ightning s t r ikes .  The largest f i res  
occurred i n  1971, 1972 and 1974. They burned 6,000, 1,600 and 2,950 acres  
respectively. Below normal l eve l  prec ip i ta t ion  i n  the form of r a i n  and 
snow, and above average temperatures may have been responsible fo r  the f ires 
reaching these  sizes. His tor ica l ly ,  it is common for two t o  three wildf i res  
in these s i z e  c lasses  t o  occur within a five-year period. These f i r e s  tend 
to occur on the  western and southern portions of the  management area.  

Prescribed f i r e  has been and is current ly  a s ign i f i can t  t o o l  for range 
improvement on the management area.  

There a r e  approximately 190 miles of roads and 89 miles of  t ra i l s  on t h i s  
area. The primary access road through the a rea  is the Canyon Creek and 
Indian Creek road. Many of  the  roads a r e  secondary roads, receiving l i t t l e  
use.  Most t r a i l s  a r e  not  maintained and they receive l i t t l e  use except f o r  
livestock operators and hunters. Some of the heavier used trails have been 
l o s t  due t o  the recent  flooding. There is some ORV use a t  present,  bu t  
l i t t l e  damage r e s u l t s  from t h i s  ac t iv i ty .  

The management a rea  has  three poten t ia l  h i s to r i c  s i t e s .  National, Buckskin 
and Spring C i t y  a r e  old mining d i s t r i c t s .  There a r e  a l s o  several  
archaeological  sites. - 
Aeareation: Existing developed sites w i l l  be improved and main- 

tained. Dispersed recreation w i l l  b e  emphasized on 
the remainder of the  Di s t r i c t .  Trailhead 
f a c i l i t i e s  w i l l  be constructed a s  funds become 
avai lable .  
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Wildlife & Fish: Habitat w i l l  be maintained with emphasis on i m -  
provement of key hab i t a t  such a s  winter range, 
fawning and brooding areas .  The management 
indicator  species w i l l  be used t o  monitor hab i t a t  
conditions and trend. B i g  game summer ranges w i l l  
be considered when planning fo r  other  resources.  
Sensit ive , threatened and endangered species  
hab i t a t s  w i l l  be managed so a s  t o  s t a b i l i z e  or  
increase the i r  populations t o  a l eve l  t h a t  w i l l  
lead t o  t h e i r  de l i s t i ng .  

Range: 

Timber: 

Water & Soil:  

Lands : 

Special  Uses: 

F a c i l i t i e s :  

Protection: 

Range improvements w i l l  be maintained, constructed 
and reconstructed, as provided fo r  i n  the  
individual allotment management plans. Livestock 
grazing w i l l  continue on the  12 al lotments  
current ly  under management. Noxious weed control  
w i l l  continue. 

The current timber resource base,  consis t ing of 
aspen, w i l l  continue t o  be managed a s  a source of 
personal firewood use. 

Maintain water qua l i ty  and s o i l  productivity.  
Management activities of a l l  resources mst  
maintain or enhance s o i l  and water resources and 
comply with applicable laws and regulat ions.  soil 
and water pro jec ts  w i l l  emphasize pro tec t ion ,  
disturbed area  reclamation, emergency burn 
rehabi l i ta t ion ,  and increasing water yield and s o i l  
productivity. Such pro jec ts  w i l l  be multifinanced. 
Water r igh ts  f i l i n g s  w i l l  be made a s  required by 
s t a t e  law. 

Land exchanges, acquis i t ions  and rights-of-ways 
w i l l  be used t o  provide public access and block up 
land for more e f f i c i e n t  management. 

Eydro-electric power development, water and power 
transmission l i n e s  and other  spec ia l  use f a c i l i t i e s  
w i l l  be allowed. 

Forest  Service administrative f a c i l i t i e s  w i l l  be 
maintained and new f a c i l i t i e s  constructed a s  
needed. Old f a c i l i t i e s  possessing no h i s t o r i c  o r  
administrative value w i l l  be removed o r  disposed 
O f .  

The level of fire protect ion w i l l  b e  commensurate 
with the  value of the resources and f a c i l i t i e s  
being protected. 
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Minerals: Coordinate mineral exploration, leasing, and 
development w i t h  other resources. Focus w i l l  be on 
maintenance and preservation of recreational, 
v i sual ,  and watershed resources. 
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0 .  FOREST PLAN ACTION SCREDULES 

The tables on -the following pages of this  chapter display projects and 
a c t i v i t i e s  to be accomplished through the year 1996 by the Humboldt National 
Forest . 

I V - 2 0 4  



35 

15 

50 

100 

120 

25 



7 
N 
0 m 

115 

*To be BcccopliShed by Ands an4 perscone1 cutside the F m t  Stvice. 



wxmtaincity 805 RaFulead 

Ray Ehntains All hailhead 1 

Past Rmboldta All hailhead 

Past Rmboldts All lkai&sl 

FastRmhbits All aailhead 

Fast Rmboldta All hailhead 

Past Hmbaldts All aailheaa 

fastttmboldta All aailhead 

Fast Hmboldts All RaFulead 

Myhmtains  All hailhead 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 



H 

N 
0 

7 
m 

fnx.mbilew Mxmtaln City A10/11 Miles 
WiM” to Jar4idge 

smier C& M y  bmtains h10/11 Miles 3 

%Idler cr€&- hby MamtainS h10/11 Miles 
Q.iswold 

’Ihird Brulder Fast Rmboldta A10/11 Miles 

F& Bculder East Hamoults AlO/ll Miles 

pole &e&--- Lake Fast HmboLdta AlO/ll Miles 

ADle-W-th3kiuit.ah FaStbbok3ts A10/11 Miles 

C o t t ” d  creek Trail* hby  h t a i n s  A10111 Miles 4 

Retder Creek Lag lhll Fast HmboLdta A10/11 Miles 12 
(GwJs Lake)* 

Wlnehell--pgee t@r% Fast RmboldtS A10/11 Miles 
W N o .  a07 

hrticm of Bailder Fast HmixJldta AlO/11 Miles 
CI%!€ks Trail 

Ibttedlk  .%Ita RXa h10/11 Miles 2 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

15 

6 



Abybtain9 A10/11 MLles 
WildernesS 

Rayhntain9 AlO/11 Miles 
vildemess 

R a y b t a i n 9  A10111 MUea 

A10/11 Miles 6.5 

A10/11 Miles 

A10/11 MLles 

A10111 Mil- 

AlOlll MUes 

A10/11 mea 

5 

6 

16 

3 

5 

1 

1 

7 



FaREsT m m  IMWRB 
I l m i f a m  

-t 
project ” Area/ MIH Ihitof QlWt hita by Year crrL J!i” I;&laI$aaEZ 6 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 5% 

Northforlc ?&E Ehmtdncity m1 structures9 
Fldh~ies - Mitat 033 structures P 
“-t project cw structures 9 9 32 P 
Merrittcrpekstream thntaincity co1 StNC-20 
l h t  stream inventory co3 struotures 20 
& habitat lnproverrpnt cw stnrchea P 2 0 2 0  2 0 2 0 2 0  

Iahcntancutthroat I.hntaincity co1 stnrc- 10 
txut strsam inventory m3 structures 10 
habitat h p r o v m t  m structures 10 10 10 10 

thm”%ofGam3&.MtainCity cw s t l v c h  2 2 2 2 2 2 2  2 2 2  2 

FWnmJlDeerwiater M t a i n C i t y  m1 Inventcsy 1 1 1 1 1 1 1  1 1 1  1 

M e  Imrentcpy Mmntaincity co1 ha* 1 1 1 1 1 1 1  1 1 1  1 
West Irdeperdence 
Deer Winter Rarge 
Imrentory 

&€gruls8witat t4untaincity col Acres 3 3 3  3 
h V “  w pnres 2 2  2 2 2  2 

pspen “t t4lmtaincity co1 Acres 10 10 10 
hen- and H.T. 032 &res 2 2 2 2  2 2 2  2 2 2  2 

Wlw Flantflg !4untaincity cot Acres 5 3 5 
m p i t  Mc 032 Acres 2 2 1  1 1  1 1  1 1  1 

hmeaRiverFiSh btainci ty  Cot stnrctua 20 
witat Imrentory co3 S t a u C h  10 10 

m S t r u c h  10 10 10 10 



m y t m m  mi t 1Mo 

P 
20 20 20 

P 2 o P P 2 0 2 0 P P P  

3 3 3 3 

4 
4 4 

1 

loo loo loo loo 

5 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6  

1m 1m 1m loo0 

10 



7 
N + 
N 

1 
1 

1 1 1 

1 
1 1 

3 7  

100 1M 

100 1M 100 100 100 





7 
N 

a J l l r c F e s  9 
a e l r c r p s  9 

cot Bcres 

6 

20 

8 0 8 0  

10 
10 

1 



? 
N 

3 

3 

2 

3 3 



. 

P 
N 
c m 

” , 

c c e p E I . e s  10 10 10 10 10 

co3 strwtures 20 

cw structures 

10 10 

5 

1 

3 

10 10 



20 10 

5 

20 10 

1 1 1  



3 

6 



w 

C n e A C r e s  5 0 5 0 5 0 5 0 5 0  

co1 Bcres 35 35 35 35 35 35 35 35 35 35 35 

ColRepCats 1 1  1 1  1 

2 



Y 
N 
N 
0 

1 1 1  

1 1 1  

1 1 1  

2 5 2 5  
2 5 2 5 2 5 2 5  25 25 



espen-t santa Rosa 

60 

15 15 
15 15 

w , P  
3 0 3 0  

60 60 

15 15 
15 15 

15 15 15 15 15 

1 1 

co4 stnrctures 8 8  8 

10 10 
10 10 

10 10 
P 

1 1 1  Repco*a 



H 

N 
N 
N 

$. 
3 2  

5 



? 
N 
N 
W 

HZmtainCity m 

-City 005 

-city no3 

Stmzt-0 0 

s t N % m 5  5 

Wes 6 9  

Stzwt" 0 15 

s t n c t r r e s o  0 

Acms 0 0  

dmes 0 150 

kms 15 15 

dQw 

0 

5 

9 

0 

0 

0 

300 

15 

170 

0 0 0 2 1 2 2 2  

5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5  

5 11 9 10 8 10 10 10 

0 0 1 5  0 0 1 0  0 1 0  

0 1 2 0 1 0 0 1  

6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  

1 5 0 1 5 0  50 M 50 5 0 1 0 0  50 

15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 



-. 

H 

N 
N c. 

7 

s 

200 

1M) 

2 

5 5 5  

1 

109 

2M) 

m 

1 1  

6 5 5 5 5 5  

1 



1 

1 

1 

1 



Output Unita by Year 
8 9 9  0 91 92 93 w 9 5 %  

1 1 1 

2 2 3 3 4 2 4  

1 1  1 1  

1 1  

a 2 0 2 0 2 0 2 0 2 0 a 2 0  

40 40 40 40 40 40 40 40 

1 1 1 1 1  

4 3 2 1 1 1 2 2  

1 2 2 2 

3 2 5 5 5 5 5 10 

1 

600 600 482 482 482 482 482 6% 



7 
N 
N 
.l 



7 
N 
N 
W 

1 

8 

1fjM) 

2 

.5 

3 

1 

3 

1 1 2 2  

4 

2 

2 

1 

2 

250 

1 

2 

1 2 3  



H c: 
N 
N 
9 

1 

2 1 1  

50 

1 

1 

1 

1 1 1  

1 1  1 

300 
1 

.5 



rl 

N 
w 
3 

7 

3 

2 

"le 3 3 3  

D o 3 B c r e  5 

D B B c r e  50 loo 50 

m Stm2tlll.a 1 

metres 150 150 200 200 loo 2 0 0 2 0 0  200300 

DB Bcres m200 200 

m me3 2.25 1 5 6  4 2 2 

D B R C r e s  400 600 800600 600 

mkms 6 5  4 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3  

005 stm2tllrw 2 2 5 5 4  4 

m Stm2ialre.3 2 2 2  

DLE NU- -25 -25 1.5 3 2 2 

2 8 2  





? 
N 
W 
N 

PinerutSaleRepara- Bmke Ea7 Sales 2 
ticn ani Bdodnistratim 

1 1  

Ely R.D. Ea7 Sales l,m 1,m 1,m 1,m 1,m 1,m 1,m 1.m 1,m 1,m l,m 
h 
Em 

Ely R.D. E o 5 h  2 5 2 5 2 5 2 5 2 5 2 5 2 5 2 5 2 5 2 5 2 5  

ELy R.D. Ea7 Sale3 21 21 21 21 21 .G?l 21 21 21 21 21 
& 
Em 

nlby “taiA9 m wee3 1,m 1,m 1.m 1,m 1,m l,m 1,m l,m l,m l,m 1,m 



-=nt 
Fm*t EQne ha/ Mm lhitof "t Wts by Year 

88 89 L 9 U 3 A ! E - ! &  
Ehmtaincity m Beres 50 50 50 

Fue1Ux.d Sales klntalncitympermit.9 50 50 50 50 50 f9 50 50 50 50 50 

"Spec JAW Em ne?-¶ 60 60 la, la, 120 la 120 120 12u la, 150 

ChristJmsltm JAM m r -  4 0 ~ m m m m m m m m i ~  
W e  Reparatian 

sale Bdndnlstratlcn 

Eb?lUx.dSalesard Jdldge Em permits 100 100 100 110 110 115 115 115 115 115 115 
BdmlnishtjM 

1 1  

Qy R.D. m "ita 450 w 450 450 450 450 450 450 450 450 450 
k 
no6 

Ely R.D. m sales l,m l,m l,m 1,m 1,m 1,m 1,m 1,m l,m 1,m l,m 
k 

Ens 

my R.D. m Sale3 21 21 21 21 21 21 21 21 21 21 21 
k 
Em 

wmm nn neea 1,wo 1,om 1,m 1,m 1,wo 1,ooo 1" 1,m 1,wo l,m l,m 





1 1 

1 



1 

1 

H 
d 
I 

N 
w m 



7 
N 
W 
U 

F a s T  m a  sz"lE 
DIEtals 

w- 
h*t "2 Areal MrH lhitof clltplt Wta w Year 

88 89 90 91 92 93 9u 95 56- 

Rocessirg of AlbyMcuntain5 co3 cases 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3  
&plcaaticn - pastRmboldtsGo3 cases 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2  

Qllm 003cases 3 4 3 3 3 3 4 3 3 3  

Grant Rec. a 3  cases 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  
wilderness 

&.it% pine ancases 11 11 11 11 11 10 11 11 11 10 

Ip.latlecooe ancases 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  
ReCamdd 
UildSlYSS 

&ale ancases 2 3 2 2 2 2 3 2 2 2  

UwjahRec. ancases 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  
wilderness 

Uwjah (333 cases 4 3 3 3 3 4 3 3 3 3  

&ad 003cases 0 0 1 0 1 2 2 2 2 3  

schell ancases 5 5 6 6 5 5 6 5 5 5  

h t a i n C i t y G 0 3 c a s e s  110 42 44 46 40 50 50 50 50 50 

M i d g e  ancases 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8  

SaataIbSa ancases 3 3 3 3 3 4 5 5 6 6  



H 

N 
W 

7 
m 

w-t 
project &a HM wtof ~~t Mts by Y e  

_ _ _ a r c & -  !%z&&aawz 6 %l 08 B9-B 91 93 9 !&-LS 

process* of ~ y k h u I t a i m G o l l L e a s e s  6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 

-wmM- Eh3tHmboldtsmleases 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 

Qlirrn GollLeases 0 0 a 0 a a a a a ~  

(irant I&. cwI8B(E9 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  
wilderness 

wt.8 Pine mleases 3 0 3 1 3 1 3 1 3 0 3 0 3 1 3 0 3 0 3 9  

Leases 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  
IbzamuId 
WFldernesS 

&&e mleases 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4  

NWiahkc .  GollLeases 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  
wilderness 

t4Xlah GollLeases 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1  

Had m L e a s e s  1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1  

schell GWLeases 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5  

k h u I m c i t y m l e a s e s  I 0 a 9 9 2 2 2 2 2 



Minerals 

&lat.l- w 5 P l a n s  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  
Rgrrmprded 
wilderness 

M a I t l t a b C i ~  005 Plans 3 2 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4  

s?ake 605 Plans 2 2 2 2  2 2 2 2 2 2  

HXIahRec. Go5Plans 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  
WildeXiP.S 

Mmbh 005mans 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1  

ward 605 Plans 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1  

SChell 005Plans 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5  

SantaROsa 005Plans 1 1 1 



E $ s t € i " s c o b  plerrs 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1  

QJim co6plerrs 5 5 6 6 5 5 5 6 6 5  

Grant Rec. co6plans 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  
weawss 

wit8 Pim mplans P P P P P P P P P P  

Bristlecme c o 6 P h l 3  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  
I(ecaO0pnled 
wilderness 

&&e co6plans 4 3 3 4 3 4 3 3 3 3  

nxjahRec. co6 Plans 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  
wilderness 

Mcciah co6P lam 3 3 4 3 4 3 3 4 3 4  

watd co6plans 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1  

sohell co6P lans  a a 7 a 7 e . 7 7 7 7  

" W n C i t y  co6 Plans 75 74 73 72 71 70 70 70 70 70 

J-w a 6 p l e r r s  10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 

SantaROsa co6Plala3 3 3 3 3 4 4 6 6 7 6  





N 
P 
N 

m 1 

mi 1 

m 
mi 
m 
mi 

m 
mi 
m 

mi 
m 
m 

mi 
m 1  

1 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 



project 1 

project 1 

project 1 

project 1 

project 

Project 

project 

system 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 2  



H 
C 
I 
N c- c. 

snake 

I24 Roject 

1 

2 2  

1 



T 
N c 
v1 

Project - 
Cedar cabin arms 

Baker Wer 



CHAPTER V 
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE FOREST PLAN 

A. Implementation Direction 

1. 

During implementation of t h i s  Forest  Plan, the Humboldt National Forest  w i l l  
be guided by exis t ing and fu tu re  laws, regulat ions,  po l i c i e s ,  and 
guidelines.  The Forest  Plan is designed t o  supplement, not  rep lace ,  
d i r ec t ion  from these sources except i n  spec i f i c  instances.  

This Forest  Land and Resource Management Plan replaces a l l  previous 
management plans,  except fo r  Allotment Management Plans. A l l  outstanding 
and fu ture  permi ts ,  contracts ,  coop agreements, and other instruments fo r  
use and occupancy w i l l  be brought i n t o  conformance by October 1, 1987. 

2. Budget Proposals 

The Forest  Plan provides the management d i r ec t ion  fo r  developing multi-year 
implementation programs. The Plan's scheduled prac t ices ,  shown i n  the 
Forest  Action Schedule a r e  t ranslated i n t o  multi-year program budget 
proposals which ident i fy  the needed expenditures. These processes 
complement the Forest  planning process as vehicles for  requesting and 
a l loca t ing  t h e  funds  needed t o  car ry  out t h e  planned management d i r ec t ions .  
The Forest 's  proposed annual program budget is the  bas i s  fo r  t h e  requested 
funding. Upon approval of a f i n a l  budget f o r  t h e  Fores t ,  t h e  Annual Program 
of Work is f inal ized and carr ied out. The accomplishment of t h e  Annual 
Program is the incremental implementation of the management d i r ec t ion  of  the  
Fores t  Plan. 

3. fivironmental Analysis 

Future environmental analyses associated with the  above processes w i l l  
usually Information appropriate fo r  
project-related decis ions r a the r  than land use decis ions,  w i l l  normally be 
u t i l i z e d  i n  such environmental analyses. 

Projects  and a c t i v i t i e s  permitted within the  Forest  Plan w i l l  be subjected 
t o  environmental analysis  a s  they a r e  planned f o r  implementation. If  the  
environmental ana lys i s  f o r  a project  shows that: (1) t h e  management area 
prescr ipt ion and standards can be complied wi th  and (2) l i t t l e  o r  no 
environmental e f f e c t s  a r e  expected beyond those ident i f ied  and documented 
i n  the Forest  Plan FEIS, the analysis  w i l l  probably r e s u l t  i n  a ca tegor ica l  
exclusion. A Decision Notice may be used t o  document the  decis ion.  An 
ana lys i s  f i l e  and/or a project  f i l e  w i l l  be  ava i lab le  for  public review, but  
t h i s  w i l l  not  necessarily b e  documented i n  the  form of an Environmental 
Assessment or Environmental Impact Statement. 

Consistency with other  Management Instruments 

be t i e r ed  t o  the  Forest  Plan and FEIS. 
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B. Monitoring and Evaluation Program 

This monitoring and evaluation plan is designed t o  provide feedback t o  
planners and t h e  Forest  Supervisor. It w i l l  provide Forest  Managers wi th  
information primarily on plan implementation and the  effects of 
implementation. A summary of t h i s  information w i l l  be made avai lable  t o  the 
public on an annual basis.  

More spec i f ica l ly  t h i s  plan w i l l  determine: 

--If t h e  Forest  is achieving the goa ls  and objectives of the plan a s  

--If the standards and guidelines are being applied as specified i n  the 

--If the effects o f  implementation are as predicted. 
--If t h e  Fores t ' s  program and management are resolving the planning issues. 
--If the cos t  of implementation of the plan and work force needed is as 

predicted. 

plan. 

pred ic ted .  

The monitoring plan t h a t  follows is comprised of t h e  following components. 

1. M I H  Code - the numerical i d e n t i f i e r  of the item t o  be monitored. 

2 .  Activi ty ,  p rac t ice  o r  e f f o r t  - a spec i f ic  statement of what w i l l  be  
monitored. 

3. In t en t  of Monitoring - a spec i f ic  statement of  the monitoring goal.  

4. Monitoring technique - a description of the technique and sources of 
information t o  b e  employed. To the extent  possible,  existing reporting 
systems and standard methods w i l l  be  used. 

5. E s t i m a t e  of the  Precis ion and Rel iab i l i ty  - precision is the exactness 
or accuracy of the da ta  col lected.  Re l i ab i l i t y  is the  degree t o  which the 
r e s u l t s  of t he  monitoring a c t i v i t y  can be duplicated. Both precision and 
r e l i a b i l i t y  w i l l  be  rated with a qua l i t a t ive  three-class system estimating 
rates of precis ion and r e l i a b i l i t y  as high, medium, or  low. 

6.  Responsibil i ty - t h e  i den t i f i ca t ion  of the  o f f i c d s )  responsible for  
implementing the monitoring process. 

7. 
or years. 

8. Reporting period - t he  reoccurring in t e rva l  between repor t s  summarizing 
monitoring r e s u l t s  fo r  a pa r t i cu la r  a c t i v i t y  or practice. The sampling 
period should be long enough fo r  special is ts  t o  capture s ign i f icant  
information. 

9. Level of monitormg/sample s ize  - a spec i f i ed  amount of examinatlon 
needed t o  provide the  required leve l  of precision and r e l l a b i l i t y .  

10. Variation which would i n i t i a t e  fb r the r  evaluat iodstandard - a statement 
describing the tolerance l i m i t s  within which ac tua l  performance can vary 
from predicted performance. When these l i m i t s  a r e  exceeded, f i r t he r  
evaluation is triggered. 

Measurement frequency - t he  schedule of samples stated i n  p a r t s  of year 
Includes some measure of sample s ize  or  number. 
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C. Revision and Amendment 

The Forest  Supervisor may change proposed Forest  Action Schedules t o  reflect  
differences between proposed annual budgets and appropriated funds. Such 
scheduled bu t  
s h a l l  no t  be considered a s igni f icant  amendment, or require t h e  preparation 
O f  an environmental impact statement, unless the changes s ign i f i can t ly  a l t e r  
the long-term relat ionship between levels  of multiple-use goods and serv ices  
projected under planned budget proposals as compared t o  those projected 
under actual  appropriations. 

The Forest  Supervlsor may amend the  Forest  Plan. Based on an ana lys i s  of 
the objectives,  guidelines,  and other contents of the Forest  Plan,  t h e  
Forest  Supervisor s h a l l  determine whether a proposed amendment would r e s u l t  
i n  a s igni f icant  change i n  the Plan. If t h e  change r e su l t i ng  from t h e  
proposed amendment is determined t o  be s ign i f icant ,  t h e  Forest  Supervisor 
s h a l l  follow the same procedure as t h a t  required f o r  development and 
approval of a Forest  Plan. I f  the change resulting from the amendment is 
determined not t o  be s ign i f icant  f o r  the  purposes of the planning process,  
the Forest  Supervisor may implement the amendment following appropriate  
pub l i c  no t i f ica t ion  and sa t i s fac tory  completion of NEPA procedures. 

A Forest  Plan s h a l l  o rd inar i ly  be revised on a 10-year cycle or a t  leas t  
every 15 years. It a l s o  may be revised whenever the Forest  Supervisor 
determines t h a t  conditions or demands i n  t h e  area covered-by t h e  Plan have 
changed s igni f icant ly  or when changes i n  €!PA pol ic ies ,  goals ,  or objec t ives  
would have a s ign i f i can t  effect on Forest  l eve l  programs. I n  the  monitoring 
and evaluation process, the interdiscipl inary team may recommend a r ev i s ion  
of the Forest  Plan a t  any time. Revisions are no t  e f f ec t ive  u n t i l  
considered and approved i n  accordance with t h e  requirements o f  t h e  
development and approval of a Forest  Plan. The Forest  Supervisor s h a l l  
review the  conditions on t h e  land covered by the Plan a t  least  every 5 years  
t o  determine whether conditions or demands of the public have changed 
s igni f icant ly  . 
This  Forest  Plan w i l l  be revised when necessary but  no l a t e r  than 
October 1 ,  2000. 

changes s h a l l  be considered an amendment t o  t h e  Fores t  Plan,  
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